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(These sketches of some of the events in his life were 
written by Major Forman, about the year 1849, in Syracuse, 
N. Y., for the gratification of the writer of this note, 
then a young lad, residing in that place. Although gene- 
rously committed to him with the expectation that they 
would be seen only by himself, and for his amusement 
only, consent was afterwards as generously granted that 
such use might be made of them at any future time as their 
custodian might deem proper. Hence their appearance in 
this Journal. They are written in a neat round hand, re- 
markably firm and clear for one soadvanced in years.—A 
culiar reticence in respect to names and dates will be noticed, | 
and regretted. Omitting everywhere his own name, he aptly 
adopts for a signature the name of the Scythian philoso- 
ae who traveled for see of gaining knowledge 

oO 





r the improvement of his countrymen—since he had 
thus given one favored auditor the benefit of his experience 
and observation in the journeys described. The mention | 
of his age or the date of his birth seems also to have been 
carefully avoided—a peculiarity which was noticeable, as 
the writer well remembers, in his conversation, wherein it 
is believed he delicately evaded mention of the subject on 
all possible occasions. In a — sketch of him, 
written by Mr. A. B. Caldwell, and published in the 
Albany Atlas and Argus, in 1861, it is stated that he was 
born July 21, 1765 ; but it is doubted if the Major’s exact 
age was known to any one except himself. In these remi- | 
niscences he states that he ‘‘ can just remember seeing the 
“ Tories running their Bayonets through the feather beds” 
in search of his father ; and he relates the incident of an 
officer taking him by the hand on Evacuation day, and af- 
terwards directing him to go on the sidewalk, and not to 
leave it, or he “‘ would be run over, being then very small.” 
If we suppose that he was born about 1770, instead of 
1765, these statements will seem much more consistent. 

Masor Forman was the third son of Samur: and Heiena 
(Denisz) Forman; and was born at Middletown Poin 
New Jersey. At the time of his birth (whenever that was, 
his father was engaged in mercantile business at that place, 
in copartnership with Joszrn Forman, the Major’s uncle— 
but the eopartnership being shortly after dissolved, his 
father continued alone in trade until the business was de- 
cored by the commencement of the Revolutionary War. 
While the War was in progress, young Forman went to live 
with Major Joun Burrows, his brother-in-law, Sheriff of 
Monmouth-county, residing at Freehold, where he attend- 
ed a Latin or Grammar-school, until the War ceased. 

He was not only present at the evacuation of New York, 
of which he gives an account in these sketches, but he 
witnessed the departure of Wasurneron from the city 
after the General had taken leave of his officers on that 
day, and saw him again at Philadelphia, in the Convention | 
which assembled to frame the Federal Constitution. 
. After the adoption of the Constitution he had the pleas- 

ure of witnessing the celebration in New York City, in 
commemoration of that event. He spent the Winter of 
1792-8 in Philadelphia, and witnessed the inauguration of | 
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President WAsutinerTon at the commencement of his second 
term of office. As soon as the war had closed, his uncle, 
Lt,-col. Forman, and Major Burrows, united in copartner- 
ship in a mercantile business,and engaged the Major as 
one of their clerks. After a brief engagement with this 
firm, he entered the employ of his brother-in-law, Major 
Lepyarp, and Col. Bens. WaLkER, who were copartners in 
a wholesale hardware and commission business in New 
York City. He remained with this house about five years, 
during which time he was sent as supercargo of a vessel to 
Charleston, as related by himself. On quitting the service 
of Lepyarp and Wa.xer he engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness on his own account at Middletown Point, which, 
however, he abandoned in 1789, to join the expedition 
to Natchez. In 1793 he engaged with Messrs Cazenove 
and Lrnoxiarn, Agents of the Holland Land Company, to 
assist,in disposing of the Company’s lands in New York, 
lying near the center of the State. Large quantities of 
staple goods, farming implements, &c., were forwarded to 
the proposed new settlement, which was named by the 
Major, Cazenovia, in honor of one of his employers. By 
him also was christened the village of Delphi, in the same 
county. Having organized a milita: a at Cazeno- 
via, he was appointed, by Gov. Jay, Major of the Regiment 
to which it was attached. He carried on a mercantile 
business at Cazenovia for many years, and heid many 
blic trust. He removed to Onon- 
. in which year he married Miss 


aga-county about 1 


| Saran MoCarrty, of Salina. His only children were a sen, 


who died in infancy, and a daughter, Mary Evrnemia, 
wife of Dr. ABRAHAM VAN GaasseoK, of Syracuse. 

Major Forman had an extensive acquaintance with public 
men, and was related by birth and marriage to a per- 
sons of distinction. He was a man of good conversational 
abilities, sound judgment, generous disposition, and fine 
social feelings. His mental faculties were retained in a re- 


| markable degree to extreme old age. His death occurred 


7 _o a * pe daughter, in Syracuse, N. Y., August. 
My Dear Sir: . 

In compliance with your urgent request, for 
a sketch ot my journey in life; I here give yow 
a few reminiscences : 

At the commencement of the Revolutionary 
war, my Father was a merchant, & owned a@ 
large landed estate, & took an active part in 
defence of his country. He lived on the fron- 
tier of the enemy, was very much harassed by 
them—the Tories makeing freequent depredory 
excursions, house ransacked, plundered, valua- 
ble mills & other buildings burnt. he suffered 
much by Continental money. I can just re- 
member seeing the Tories running their Bayo- 
nets through the feather beds in search of 
“the damned old Rebel,” (my Father), but they 
could not find him. I had two brothers & 
three brothers-in-law in the army—lIn the noted 
engagement at German-Town (Penn*) I had 
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fifteen relatives, from brothers to more distant— | were holding a parley, perhaps on some etiqutte 
a Brigade commanded by a near Relative.* After | in surrendering—while I was ghawking about, 


that, a Brother & Brother-in-law were taken on 
board of a privateer commanded by the latter— 
they remained a long time prisoners on board 
of that hatefull prison-ship, the Jersey,t laid 
in the port of New York, which City was in 
possession of the British army. They were ex- 
changed, & were perfect skeletons when they 
return’d home! These days ought to be hand- 
ed down to posterity, & kept in memory, that 
they may know the sufferings of our fore- 
Fathers; especially at this time, when a few 
restless & ungrateful people are trying to dis- 
trict community & cause blood-shed in our 
happy land. Iwill now dismiss this unpleas- 
ant subject. 


When arriveded to an age to leave home, I | 


was sent abroad toa grammar school. When 
peace was declared, I was sent with a relative, 
to New York, who return’d to his merchant- 
dise, haveing been an exile from the time when 
the enemy took that City. Peace was declared 
in the Spring of 1783, but the army did not 
evacuate the City untill Nove’ 25 1788. All 
the old exilsed inhabitants returned to their 
homes in N York before the enemy left it. 
On that memorable 25" November, the Citizens 
crowded out to the Bull’s head, up town as it 
was called,§ to see the two Armies. The first 
was the British Army, This had been famil- 
iar to us for several months, I strolled along, 
passed the British, I did not like them, both 
armies were upon the halt, with considerable 
space between them, in the Bowery: when I 
come to the Americans, they loo’d much hand- 
somer as I thought, nor was I affraid of them, 
I rushed in the street directly in front of the 
Jersey-blues. The Officers of the two armies 


* Genera Davin Forman, a second cousin, commanded 


Major, be —C. C. D. 
t This allusion to the Jersey affords strong evidence of 
the accuracy of this narrative. 


Contrary to the general impression, the Jersey was used | 


only as a place of confinement for men capiured in priva- 
teers; and it was this last circumstance which led to many 
of the hardships which were a by those who were 
confined there—they were notin the public service and 
General Washington and the Congress did not usually 

rovide for their exchange as was done in other cases. 

hey were regarded differently, by both powers, from those 
who were in the public service. 

Besides, there are two sides to the stories about the hard- 
ships and general bad treatment inflicted on the prisoners 
on board the Jersey and the neighboring prison-ships; and 
those who are disposed to examine the subject, impartial- 
ly, are referred to the Appendix of our edition of Andros’s 
Narrative, where the original papers on this interesting sub- 


ject may be found, in extenso.—Ep. Histortoat MaGazinr. | 


t Major Burrows, with whom young Forman boarded, left 
«‘the Army after General Sutirvan drove the Indians out 
“of New York State, and settled at Freehold,” occupying 


a farm which had been a part of the Monmouth battle- | 


ground.—C. C. D. 
§ When the Bowery Theater now stands, Enprror His- 
TORIOAL MAGAZINE. 


| 








an Officer took hold of my hand, I looked up 
at him, “don’t be affraid ” he said calling me 
by my name, & also said “I know your brother 
- he & I were in the same Brigade, my 
“name is ”, He was a Colonel* the 
same rank as my brother, & both afterwards 
Brigadiers. Presently orders were given to 
march—the British marched, & the american, 
after, The former turned off from pearl (then 
Queen) street, to the East River, and embarked 
on board of their Man-War’s— When orders were 
given to march, the Colonel directed me to go 
on the Side-walk, & not leave it, or I would be 
runover, being then very small. I kept by the 
Army untill they entered the fort on the Bat- 
tery. It was some time before the American 
Flagg could be hoisted, the enemy haveing 
greased the flagg-staff, so that many unsuccess- 
ful attepts were made to ‘climb it—at last a 
little boy succeeded, he reefed the hallyards & 
up went the Star-spangled Banner.—the loud 
cheering up-went towards Heaven—hatts went 
round, & if the little Climer ever received all 
what was donated, I don’t think that he would 
have been obliged to saw wood in his old days 
in Blooklyn, as I was informed was the case a 
few years since! I: I was amember of Con- 
gress, the first duty that I should feel, would be 
ask for a farm, implements of husbandry, a 
yoke of Oxen & a years provision, and donated 
to him or his family (if he is dead) for that 
nable act. 

The Merchants with whom I lived, imported 
hard ware, & kept a whole sale Store, and also 
commission business, which was selling Vessells 
& Cargoes of West-India produce. The com- 
mission business was the most pleasant. The 
Sales of Vessels & Cargoes, kept us busy. En- 


|tering and clearing Vessells at the Custon- 
the cone Beigel, to which Denisz, a brother of the 
onge 


House. The sales of the Cargoes made us ac- 
quainted with all the Grocery merchants in the 
City, as it was all whole sale, both in the Com- 
mission & Hard Ware lines—Also the House 
had a beautiful Packet, which sailed to Charles- 
ton 8. C. 

Remittances to Europe at that time was prin- 
cipally in specie. All denomination of coin 
were in circulation, much of the Gold of differ- 
ent nations were clip’d, some sweated under 
value, Dollars of the old mints with pillars, 
were 4 Ct advance above the common 
Spanish Milled—So various were the different 





* “*An American officer, observing the Major’s youthful 
“timidity, stepped forward, took hold of his hand, and 
“said: ‘Don't be afraid, Sammy. I know you and your 
*** brother Jonatnan, whois a Lientenant-colonel with me, 
“in the same Division; I am Col. Cummrns.’ ’— Caldwell’s 
paner. 





1869. ] HISTORICAL 


species, that we had to put them up in Lp so 
and mark on them their value & invoice them 
in the same as an invoice of merchandize. 
Silver pillar’d Dollars add 4 #Ct. I think 
there were two kinds of French Crowns, smooth 
crowns 8/6, the other kind8/10. The specie, 
when shipped, was put in Iron bound small 
kegs: many times I have been sent with one of 
these precious little keggs to a Vessell bound 
to England, & taken the Captains Bill of Lad- 
ing. On my way, I had to rest the kegg ona 
post by the side walk. So we boys had occa- 
sionally, to carry bundles of merchandise to 
different stores, where our Customers from the 
Country or other towns were packing their 
goods—Boys, in those days, are call’d Clerks in 
modern days—in those days they addressed 
their employer M" in modern times perhaps 
they substitute the christian names—& again, 
the boy never spoke when his employers were 
talking to another, unless he was requested. 

At one time, Flour took a great rise in Charles- 
ton, 8. C. our House Chartered a Vessell & 
loaded her with it, & honored me the Super- 
cargo, when I was yet a minor, & said that I 
should have the Commissions, I thought the 
compliment of being appointed Supercargo 
was very great, & beyond the boys merit—and 
in addition to this, was the Commissions: I 
asked for letters of introduction to Commission 
Merchants, if the markets should be dull, in 





case I wanted advice, to which they complied. 
We sailed on a dark rainy afternoon; I felt a 
little lonesome & went down in the Cabin— 
after we passed Sandy-hook & fairly at sea, the 
Cap. came & asked me to come on deck & see us 
sailing thro’ flames of fire—in a dark night the 
breakers at sea, has the appearance of the blase 
of fire. The sea running pretty high; in a day 
or two the weather became pleasant, I think it 
wasin the month of May. One still calm day 
we met a Vessell bound for England, the Cap- 
tains spoke each other; the englishman said 
they had a very sick lady on board & had noth- 
ing that she could eat or drink, & asked if we 
had any wine—I told the Capt to answer in the 
affirmative, & that he would send his Long-boat 
to them ; the Long-boat was maned, I handed the 
mate a case bottle of madeira to present to the | 
Lady—he went on board of the Englishman & | 
saw the Lady try the wine,she return’d her thanks 
& compli & was delighted with the present—it’s 
hoped that it answered the desired effect by 
giving her relief. There is no better way to 
judge the quality of wine that at sea. There is 
no situation in the world where we enjoy to 
meet our fellow creatures than on the broad 
Ocean—especially when we can exchange hos- 





pitalities. A few days after, we arrived off 
Beaufort in North Carolina, weather calm & 
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leasant, but the swells of the sea were long & 

eavy, we discovered the Vessell going fast by 
a strong current—presently she seemed to 
thump—immediately a long setting pole was 
put along side, & found a hard sandy bottom— 
This was call’d, the Frying-pan shoals; I be- 
lieve it is a long tongue of land, formed by 
counter currents,—in every trough of the 
swell, the Vessell thumped—Providentially 
the swells carried the Vessell unhurt over the 
shoal—we were some miles from land. We 
saw a ship upon her beams end, between the 
shore & us. After this we came in speaking 
trumpet distance one stormy night of a large 
ship bound to Europe, they wish’d us a safe 
passage !—This kind wish ot the Capt. of the 
Ship, had a depressing effect upon my spirits, 
as implying a doubt as to our safety, for the 
Wind was fresh, seas high, & night stormy & 
dark, forttineate for me I never was sea sick. 
No other incidents occured on our passage, & 
we arrived safe in our destin’d port. The num- 
ber of days, I don’t remember, pritty long pas- 
sage however. The Capt & Mate, were very 
kind & attentive to me & a good sett of 
hands, 

On our arrival I took lodgings at a Northern 
Ladies boarding house, where I enjoyed my- 
self very much. I lost no time in finding out 
the state of the markets, & when I found that 
flour was rather on the decline, I consulted 
with friends—delivered my letters to the Com- 
mission Merchants, made him acquainted with 
my situation—the generosity of my employers, 
& proposed to him to assist me in the sales &c., 
&c. , & we divide the Commissions, The merchant 
I found to be every way what I could require— 
we sett ourselves to work, & was so fortunate 
as to make just a saving adventure to my kind 
employers, & return’d to N. York in 33 days— 
they had not heard aword from me during my 
absence. They were satisfied at not not loosing 
by the venture. 

Whilst at Charleston, I was call’d on by the 
Secretary of State, who was an old friend & 
acquaintance of my Father’s; also by the Revé 

who had a Son at Princeton College ; my 
Friend & Employer was the Guardian of the 
Student. Also, the Secretary informed the widow 
of the late Rev‘ that I was in the City— 
that Lady, being a particular Friend of my 
Fathers family, sent for me to see her, altho’ I 
was too young to remember her. It was high- 
ly gratifying to me, to be honored by such 
charectors, & my Colleague in the Sales of my 
Cargo was much of a Gentleman. 

Charleston is somewhat situated like N 
York, being between Cooper & Ashley 
Rivers, but more open to the Sea. Soon after 
my arrival, a spruce, well dressed Col‘ young 
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man call’d on me to know, if I wanted a waiter 
during my stay in Town; I asked, if that was 
the custom to employ waiters who did not be- 
long to the house, he said it was,—then I told 
him to come every morning & take my orders. 
When I went down to the Vessell I was be- 
sett by a company of field Darkies half naked, 
soliciting work, they said that they were 
obliged every night to pay their master a cer- 
tain sum, even if they had to starve themselves 
to do it! out of sympathy, I told them to pile 
those barrells of flour so many high, to keep 
them clean ;—it seemed hard work for two men 
to lift one bbl. on the top of another. On our 
return to N. York, I believe we had not the 
pleasure to meet with a single sail—we had 
one Gentleman passenger. 

After my time was out, I left New York,& went 
in the Country & opened a Store—took inF'armers 
produce & forwarded it to N. York market. 

A relative had made, at this time, an arrange- 
ment with the Spanish Minister, Don diego, 
de Gardoque, then residing in N. York, to emi- 
grate with his family & sixty negroes into 
Louisiana, then belonging to the King of Spain. 
He made me proposals to accompany him, 
which Iaccepted.* On the latter part of Novem- 
ber 1789, we left New Jersey. An old Conti- 
nental Capt" a truly good man, was the over- 
seer of these people. We had four 4 horse, and 
two 2 horse Covered Waggons, for these peo- 
ple to ride in, & the Captain & Self on horse 
back. In making the arrangements to emi- 
grate, the Owner of the people, where-ever 
his colored men or women had married out of 
their own family, he proposed to such owner 
to buy or sell, so as not to seperate families. 
My part was to take charge of the papers & 
finances, untill we arrived at Pittsburgh. On 
er arrival at Lancaster in Penn* Sixty miles 
from Phil* we were stoped, (as we expected 
to be), by the authority, to shew what right 
we had to transport those colored people 
thro’ their State. We produced the papers ; the 
Judge & his Counsellers, very wisely returned 
the papers after examining them.—The Col- 
ored women & girls, made some sport, they 
told us, that the women in the City came out 
amongst them, & equired whether they under- 
stood spinning, knitting &c., &c., & that the 
Ladies in Lancaster expected have plenty of 


* “In 1789, Gen. Davip Forman fitted out his brother 
“ Ezexret. to settle at Natchez on the Mississippi-river, all 
“tof that section then belonging to Spain, and was called 


**Louisiana. A proposition was made by the General to 
“the Major to accompany Ezexret, and superintend his 
“ business, which was accepted, and accordingly readiness 
“‘was made, and Ezexret, his family, the Major, and about 
“sixty slaves of the General were mounted on horseback, 
“*bound for Natchez, the objects of which were to settle 
“*there, cultivate tobacco, and carry on the mercantile 
** trade.” —Caldwell’s paper. 


| for you.” 
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girls to work for them, but we left the City to: 
their great disappointment. The Capt" ordered 
them all to their respective places, & they all 
laughingly bid farewell to Lancaster ! 

In our ne if we could find a suitable 
place tov encamp for the night, we build a 
good fire, & turn the tails of the waggons to 
the fire, so as to make a hollow square, we 
prefered it. One waggon for the Capt. & me to 
sleep under, had tenter-hooks, so as to fasten 
Curtains & pin them to the groun. One night 
we come to a deserted cabin, but an earthen 
floor, the men soon brushed out the room & 
made a good fire, the women made our bed, & 
spread their Blankets round about the room 
& we sleep’d well—another night we were in a 
strait what to do; at last we spied a Cabin a 
head, I observed to the Capt" that I would ride 
on a head, & see if we could be accommodated ; 
when I came to the house, I hastened in & 
begn to tell my object of calling on him. a tall, 


|rawboned man, jumpt up from his chair & 
| stood directly before me, & exclaimed, “ mighty 
| “soul, if this is not little 


,’ & caught me 
under my arms, & lifted me up apparently as 
easy as if was only a few years old, & hug’d & 
kissed both of my cheeks, & then said. “ O yes, 
“vou can have any thing that I have or can do 
I introduced the Capt" to him, this 
was another object of admiration, as both had 


| been in the army. This man had beenasubaltern 


in the army, he accompanied my oldest Brother 


| & was in his Ridgement. He could ape the ideot. 


He was sent at one time asa spy inthe British 
Army, & return’d unsuspected. After the War, 
he found his way it seemed in the Allegahaney 
Mountain with his family, and afterwards re- 
turned back to his native place, thence to the 
Salt Springs, in Onondaga County; where I 
believe he died & left his family in rather in- 
digent circumstances. If his family could be 
discovered, I have no doubt but they recover 
from the U. 8. a pension. I will now return 
to our journey. It happened to be on Saturday- 
night, & our provisions nearly spent. We pur- 
chased a fat steer, kill’d & dressed him—bought 
a few bushells of Wheat, & sent it the Mill—& 
got all things in readiness & commenced our 
journey on monday morning. If we did not 
travel on the Sabbath, but did the work ot ne- 
cessity, it is hoped it was not wrong. Some 
where, about fort Loudon, I believe we began 
to feel that our finances were growing searce. 
My Uncle for so he was considered, he being 
advanced in years, expected to leave Philadel- 
phia with his wife, three daughters & a Son, so 
as to over take us before our cash would be ex- 
pended. One morning the Capt" & I stopped 
at a fine Tavern, & took breakfast, I told the 
Capt® that I would Offer my horse for sale at 
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this place, to raise funds. I proposed to the 
Land Lord to take the horse at a low price, he 
declined, & asked why I offered him so low, 
I then told him our situation—he said that he 
knew my Uncle & that he would loan as much 


money as I wanted & take my Order on him. | 


when he come along he would take it up. and 


asked us to walk over to his Store—when we | 


went in his Store, piles of Dollars laid on the 
‘Counter as if it was a Banking house—now he 
said step up to counter & help yourself to 
as much as you want, without paying any atten- 
tion to it himself & took my Order. We ar- 
rived in Pittsburgh about two days before 
Uncle. On his way over the mountains, his 
carriage hit a leaning Tree & broake off the 
top & detained him. Our journey from New 
Jersey to Pittsburgh was three weeks, most of 
the way was extremely bad. Here we had 
much to do. Horses & Waggons to sell, two 
boats to buy, River Stores to lay in, A Gentleman 
formerly of Phil* with whom Uncle was ac- 
quainted, tendered him a new house & one part 
finished for a Store exactly such a place as we 
wanted—lI opened Store, out of part of a large 
quantity of dry goods, which had been sent to 
Pittsburgh. My business was to take care of the 
merchandise, & lay in Stores to descend the 
Rivers, when the waters were in a good state. 
Uncle & the Capt" sawto the other concerns. I 
had some letters of introduction from Ladies 
in Jersey to Ladies in Pittsburgh—these duties 
are to business, what deserts is to a dinner, it 
keeps up the spirits, for they are the life of life. 
‘One long keel boat for the family, the Cabbin 
was necessarily low for safety from being en- 
tangled the limbs of trees—the inside lined with 
blankets, beds &c as a protection from the 
Indian bullets, the hold also secured for the 
same reason. The large flatt bottomed boat 
was roofed all over, & look’d like a One story 
house, & also guarded against the enemy. On 


board of the keel boat Uncle & family & the | 


house servants & 2 hired men, one a Carpenter 
& the other a Black Smith—On board of the 


flat, the Capt" & his colored charge, the Car- | 
| Capt" Boat jumped off the Sycamore, the skiff 


riage horses (all the others sold) the Carriage 
&c. We bought a number of Rifles & divided 
them between the boats. The Water rose to a 
good height to descend. When the day was 
sett to start, two Gent" in Company with us 
‘had a small keel boat on their way to Nashville 
in Tennessee, kept in company with us. The 
‘Gent" whose house we occupied, not only re- 
fused any compensation but gave us an elegant 
Dinner, & invited several Ladies & Gent" of 
the City to dinner. The dinner was hastened 
for us to start. When went on board, the 
Wharf was crowded with spectators. The 
water was still rising. We darted off in fine 
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stile. Before I go farther, I must describe 
Pittsburgh: The City fronts on the Mononga- 
haly River; directly opposite, is a high Coal 
mountain, from the top, Coal is sent down in 
trunk & fall immediately into scows, & then 
brought over to the Town. The Town at that 
time was the muddiest place that I ever was 
in; and by reason of using so much Coal being 
a great manufacturing place, & keptin so much 
smoake & dust, as to effect the skin of the in- 
habitants. It was noted for handsome Ladies, 
I had the pleasure to see a few; they certainly 
were very hospitable. The Allegaheny River 
& the monongahealy forms a junction a little 
below the Town, then commences the Ohio 
(Belle Rivere) River. 

To our keel boat we had a Cable & anchor; 
towards evening we thought best to make the 
experiment to come to anchor before it was 
quite dark ;—anchor was cast—it so happened 
that the Cable was fastened only to the little 
post over the forecastle—when the boat felt the 
anchor, it whirled her head up stream, &as the 
Cable was interwoven with the little posts & 
slats, from one post to the other, she jurked 
every post & slats over board & created much 
confusion & anxiety, for by this time it became 
quite dark—we could not tell whether any per- 
sons were sweept off or not, as men & chil- 
dren were standing upon the forecastle deck, & 
in this painful suspence we remained all night. 
The Flatt boat passed us in our difficulty—but 
we soon passed her, the Capt" hailed us, & said 
that he was entangled in the limbs of a large 
Sycamore tree—we dispatched 2 or 3 hands in 
the small Skiff to their assistance, altho’ we 
had passed them but a few rods, that the Skiff 
was a long time steming the mad current. We 
felt the want of good water-men. After loos- 
ing our Cable & Anchor (probably the anchor 
lays in that spot yet) Uncle took a chair & sot 
on the forecastle deck, as a polot, & I was sta- 
tioned at the helm, & a man to help steer, 
Uncle & I only understood the sea phrases of 
Laboard, Stabbard, & Port. So we drifted all 
night, in the month of January—After the 


returned to us. The Salt water fashion to steer, 
did not answer the fresh water Rivers—Continu- 
ally Uncle called out tome all night long ashe 
saw objects to be shuned, thus: Starboad (i. e. 
put the helm to the right) & Larboard, to the 
left, & Port to put it in the middle, that is par- 
rallel with the length of the Vessel) ; it was the 
most awfiell night that we ever experienced. 
Had our Cable been fastened to ring-bolt in 
the stem of the boat, it was highly probable 
that the stem would have been torn out, & the 
boat wrecked & all found a watry grave! At 
day light we made out to land at Wheeling 
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96 miles below Pittsburgh, perhaps 8 miles Per 
hour, Here we got a long sweep to steer the 
keel boat. a sweep, is a long Oar hung upon a 
swivel & run out the stern & to reach the 
water some distance beltind the boat. Our first 
inquiry after we all landed & were together, to 
ascertain, whether we had the misfortune to 
loose any one, Providentially all were safe. 
This refiting, consumed a great part of the 
day. We glid along very well; the second 
evening from Pittsburgh we arrived at Musk- 
ingum & laid by all night. Here was a Gar- 
rison, Uncle & family were acquainted with the 


Officers, they came on board & spent the even- | 


ing, which rendered the time very pleasant. 
Here was a small Village—I think this place 
-is 175 miles: below Pittsburgh. Early in the 
morning we were under way. After this, all 
was wilderness to Fort Washington now, City 
of Cincinnatus. We landed, as possible at 
night, as we were in hostile latitude, & liable 
heurly to be attacked by the hostile Indians. 
We were pretty well armed with Rifles, pistols 
&c. & 3 boats made rather a warlike appear- 
ance. The wolves in the night made the wil- 
derness ring with their howling. One day a 
large flock of Turkies flew nearly over us & 
light on the trees by the River bank ; Our Black- 
Smith, a bold, lively young man, asked leave to 
0 on shore to shoot one- he was advised not, 
ut at last the Skiff was manned, & he and his 
fine Dog were sett on land—he had not gone 
far, before he gave signals of distress, the Skiff 
was immediately dispatched & brought him 
back, but lost his fine Dog, he dare not call him. 
His alarm was, he saw a newly made fire, which 
was a sure indication, that Indians were not 
far off. 

One great difficulty in descending the River, 
was sawyers & planters, & passing Islands, a 
constant watch was necessary. In approaching 
an Island a strict observation must be made, to 
ascertain which side the current seemed to be, 
then direct the Oarsmen to favor that side,— 
no one but the Captain of the boat must be 
allwed to give his opinion, otherwise if there 
is a diffirence of opion, very likely the boat 
will be grounded upon the Island, not a word 


must be spoken, no talking, all must be wist: | 
When we arrived near Fort Washington we | 
landed & Uncle, our Friend who was traveling | 


in company, & I went up to the Fort, to pay 
our respects to Gen' Harmer, the Commander- 
in-Chief. The General was very polite, as 
Uncle knew him in Phila’, When we were 
about to sake leave of him it was near his din- 
ning hour—he asked us to stay & take family 
Dinner, saying that he had that day a rarity 
what perhaps we never had, it was the hunch 
of a Buffalo, which is a large bunch which 
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grows on one Shoulder of that animal.—we ac- 
cepted the kind invitation—the flesh was coarse, 
dark, but very tender & good. The Gen! invit- 
ed Uncle to spend the next day with him, as 
their families were acquainted in Phila**, & 
gave him instructions where to lay ashore with 
his boats, under the protection of the Sentinel. 
We then return’d to the Boats & drop down as 
directed. The next morning after breakfast, 
we made our toilets, & repaired to head quarters, 
Our numbers were, Uncle, his wife, 3 Daughters 
& one little Son,& a lady companion of Aunts my- 
self & the good Capt" & the Col* & his Brother-in- 
law, who were going to Nashville, in all 11. 
the Gen! also invited several of his Officers, we 
had an elegant dinner, good wine &c., after tea 
we took leave of our kind & hospitable friends, 
The Gen! directed his Aid Captain , to 
accompany us.—when we drew near to the 
Guard, the Capt" requested us to halt, that he 
might advance and give the countersign—At 
dinner, the Officer of day, call’d on the Gen! for 
the Countersign to sett the guard, I set at the 
table, on the Gen'* right, when he, with a pen- 
cil wrote it & gave it to the Officer. when we 
were requested to halt, I sauntered along, & 
supposed that I heard our name for the Coun- 
tersign (perhaps not) Aunt & the Gen'* wife, 
were enough a like to be Sisters. After we 
paid our respects to the General, immediately 
after breakfast as we were requested, Our old 
Continettal Capt" (the over-seer) said to me, 
that the Officers then in service were the Old 
Officers, & that he knew each one & wanted me 
to accompany him & call on them in their 
quarters, as they all knew my Brother, who 
was also an Officer in the old Army, & they 
would be glad to see me on his account.—this 
was found to be so, for I was received by them 
in a most pleasant manner, Thus this day was 
spent in the most happy manner. 

The mouth of Sciota river was a very danger- 
ous place to pass,—a Canoe with three men on 
board, was fired upon by the Indians the day 
before we passed, & one man was shot thro’ one 
shoulder & another thro’ the calf of one legg, 
They stopt at Fort Washington one day, waiting 
to keep in company with us, but understanding 
that we were going to spend the day, they pur- 
sued their journey. The cause why the Sciota 
was such a dreaded spot, the Indians had a secret 
cavern to hide, which was never discovered untili 
after the war. 

In the defeat of Gen! Harmer, it was sa:* oat 
the most of his officers were kill’d! At that time, 
the Officers wore cocked Hatts, which was the 
cause of such an over-proportion were sacrificed, 
their Hatts distinguished them. 

Early the next morning after our delightfull 
visit, we, let loose our Barks—nothing particurly 
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occurred—we glided down this beautiful river— 
in the night. ‘* All things were hush’d, as if Na- 
‘*ture’s self lay dead,” except at intervals, the 
hateful yelling of the hungary Wolf. The Coun- 
try, a dense wilderness to the Falls of Ohio, ex- 
cept a small Vineyard attempted to be made by 
a french Gent" a few miles above the Falls—the 
Savages made War upon them kill’d the settlers 
& clestroy’d his Vines. He lived in Louisville. 
With him, lived a young Genl" by name of Dan- 
dridge, with whom I became acquainted, & af- 


terwards met with him in Phil* as he was helping | 


his venerable aunt ‘‘ Lady ” Washington, in her 
carriage, in Market Street, going to church, he 
requested me to stop & he would walk with me. 
This was when Congress sot in Phil*. 

The same night that we arrived at Louisville, 
just above the Falls, the river was blocked up 
with ice—had we been a day later, the Ice- 





burghs probably would have put us at the mercy | 


of the Indians!! At the banks of Louisville, 
we made fast our fleet, ’till, I believe in the last 
of Feb’. Here we were kindly received. Uncle 
was so fortunate as to meet another Phil* acquaint- 
ance, who happened to be there on speculation. 


He owned a snug new house & one room fitted | 
for a Store, exactly as we wanted, which stood | 


unoccupied & politely tendered to him. Here we 
opened Store & this Gent" being a merchant & 


acquainted with western business: He assisted | 
me a little in the priceing the goods, he staid but | 


a few days. The Village was but small, perhaps 
60, houses. The Family receivd much attention 
—Southern-politeness makes any place pleasant. 
But a very few days elaps’d, before we were 
call’d on to sign fora Ball. When we met in 
the danceing room, I was agreeably surprized to 
see so much youth & beauty on these frontiers. 
Directly opposite to this place was Fort Jeffer- 
son, on Indiana side of the River. The Garrison 
was a Capt? Command. Uppon these mirthful 
occasions, maishall musick was generally fur- 
nished by the polite Officers. I was informed 
that whenever there arrived strangers of note, 
a hop was promotted on their account & the 
greater attention paid them. After the manag- 
ers had organized the Company, by drawing 
numbers & appointing the opening with a min- 
uet, Uncle was call’d on, & introduced to a Lady 
for the opening scene, aunt did not attend. The 
Managers who distributed the numbers, call’d 
Gent. N° 1. he takes his stand—Lady N° 1. she 
rises from her seat, the Manager leader to the floor 
& introduces the Gent” N° 1—& so on ’till the 
floor is ful —After all the Company have been thus 
call’d out, then the Gent" are free to seek his 
partner, but no monopoly—Lady at the head 
choses the figure, but it is considered out of or- 


der for one Lady to head a figure twice uniess | 


all have been at the head. If there happen to be 


| pumps out of order, must decline! 





some Ladies to whom from mistake or otherwise 
have heen passed, the managers duty is to see to it. 
And another custon was, for a Gent" to call on 
a Lady & inform her of an intended ball & ask 
permission to see her to the place & see her safe 
home again. If the Gent" does not draw such 
Lady the first Contra dance, he generally engages 
her for the first volunteer At the refreshments, the 
Gent" will, by instinct, without Chesterfieldian 
monition, see that his better half (for the time 
being) has a quantum sufficit, of all the nice del- 
icacies, & that without his craming his jaws full, 
untill he has reconducted her to the ball-room— 


| then he is at liberty to absent himself a while. 


There were two young gentlemen that winter in 
that place from N. Y. who were much attached 


| to each other: they promised to let cach other 


know when a ball was on foot. At one time one 
came to the other, & told him to prepare his 
pumps against such an evening, the answer was, 
No Sir, that 
will not do—well then Sir, you have been buy- 


|ing several pair of handsome Moccasins for 


N. Y. Ladies, if you will lend me one pair & 


| you will put on one pair (it won’t hurt them) I 


will go—snaps his fingers, the very thing— I will 
comply with all my heart—we’ll let our fair 
Partners knew, when to be prepared (these gent® 
having forestalled their Partners between them- 
selves) The next ball, after this, moccasons be- 
came very fashionable. So, many fashions have 
their origgin from necessity. Gen' Wilkinson was 
at one of these balls. 

My Uncle & dear family took their departure 
from this place & left me to follow, after I had 


| disposed of my goods for Tobacco & sent it 


down to him at the Natchez. I felt very lone- 
some ; but had found many very kind, & no un- 
kind people. One family in particular, more like 
a Father & Mother. One day a gent® came in 
my Store & brought with him a black boy about 
12 years old, and said to me, I have brought this 
boy to give to you as long as you stay with us, I 
have another exactly the same age & size & one 
would be better than both together—he shall not 
be any expense to you, he can live at home (di- 
rectly opposite to me) & he can do all your 
chorse, clean your boots & shoes, tote (bring) a 
pail of water, feed your young Bear, sweep your 
Store &ce &ce. So I accepted the generous offer. 
This Cub I bought at two or three weeks old—fed 
him with milk principally, kepthim chained. Took 
him to the Natchez, when he was about 16 months 
old, Uncle invited some gentlemen to dine with 
him upon a Cub, which was considered a great 
dish. One day after I left Louisville the hands 
on board complained that Kuffy was eating the 
hams & they could not drive him away, when he 
see me, he jump off & hid behind the hogsheads 
of Tobacco. I pulled him out & threw him over- 





board, this he liked, I halled him in—the next 
day he jumped overboard himself, & if he had 
not been chained he would have deserted. he 
was very tame & was allowed to run loose at the 
farm at the Natches, he feared no one but my- 
self, I used to whip him severely. 

Before I left Louisville, the Indians were seen 
one Saturday night, making for my Store, Sun- 
day morning at Breakfast I was informed of it. 
Gent" trailed them out of the Village, as it was 
supposed they were discovered. My Store was 
rather on the out skairts of the Village & was 
advised to move into an empty building on one 
of the principal corners, which I did on the fol- 
lowing Monday. 

Whilst I was at Louisville, I had the pleasure 
to receive general invitations at all their Barba- 
cues, that being then in vogue—the Officers at 
Fort Jefferson favored me with calls, & particu- 
larly their Surgeon, who was a very pleasant 
gent”. an old Continental Gen! frequently sot 
when I was at leasure, & related many war oc- 
currencies. There was but one Tavern & one 
boarding house in Town. Most of the stran- 

boarded at the boarding house, the Land- 
Ford of the boarding house, was the pilot over 
the falls, he was a great bare-legged hunter & 
fisherman, he supply his table well with game & 
had a good little family. One Sunday morning 
when we all came in to breakfast, they observed 
my Store was not opened & asked the reason why. 
I answered, because it was Sabbath day, Oh! 
they replied, Sunday had not yet come over the 
Mountains, yes I answered it had, that I brought 
it with me—well said they, you are the first per- 
son who has kept his Store shut in this Village 
on the Sabbath day: We propose to go & have 
a little sitting & take Egg-Nog, (a fashionable 
drink in those days) & we want you to join us— 
I declined, they insisted, I resisted & would not 
be ‘‘ enticed away.” One of them had related 
some capers they had at such times cut up—there- 
fore I was well prepared against such meetings. 
I will here remark, that it wasa stading rule 
when travelling amongt mixed company, not to 
known one card from another: But had no ob- 
jections to take a hand at Whist in a social party. 
In the course of the night I was disturb’d by a 
loud knocking against my window shutters, & 
several times repeated, I first thought of Indians, 
at last the Egg-nog party came in my head, I 
halloo’d to them & said I should send a ball 
through the shutter & some of you might get hurt 
—the window gingled finely, next bang went 
large stones against the door—I jumped up, 
found the door open, & the Gent", I heard them 
at the Tavern directly opposite to me—where they 
cut up the same caper. The next morning, not 
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ring-leader, whether he would order my Store 
deor & windows repaired—he pretended ignor- 
ance, I passed on without any more words—Af- 
ter dinner, he asked me if my Store Door & 
Windows were repaird whether that would sat- 
isfy me. I replied that it would, & further said 
that I was sorry that they should set such bad 


| example on the frontiers, when but a few nights 


before the Indians were it was thought, making 
for my Store, when I was at the Easterly part of 
the Village. They did not get off so mildly 
at the opposite place. threatining words passed, 
but happily no dirks were drawn, eyes gouged, 
nor Thumbs bit off. 

Directly opposite to my Store across the street, 
was a Billiard Table; in the mornings some 
times, two or three young Ladies at a time, hon- 
ored me with a call to take a game, that being a 
fashionable amusement for them—no gambling, 
only the gallant had the pleasure to foot the 
Land Lord’s bill, & that was but a trifle consid- 
ering the honor. The last time that I played 
that beautifull game, was in Upper Canada, with 
an Italian Gent", but never gamble. 

My instructions were to sell off my goods as 
fast as possible & turn them into Tobacco. A 
wealthy Planter & I had several times talked 
about his buying me out—also another person 
had a small assortment he wished to get rid of by 
whole sales—while this negation was pending, a 


| fleet of 4 boats arrived from up the River, one 


was a Philadelphian, two N. Yorkers & one a 
Kentuckean. The first named gent" boat was so 
much injured in going over the Falls, that he was 
obliged to unload & refit. The rich Planter hap- 
pened to come in Town in the nic of time. I 
mentioned to him the situation of these boats, 
& all bound for N. Orleans, I invited the Planter 
in my Store in the evening, lock’d the door & 
told him in a laughing way, that he could not go 
out untill we had completed our negotiation—& 
be able to depart by the time these boats were 
ready to go. We set about it, & finally com- 
pleated the trade by midnight. I gave up my bed 
to him & threw down a parcell of Blankets & 
coarse Cloth for myself to dream on. The next 
work for me was to Invoice the goods, & he to 
get me a Tobacco boat & load her below the Falls 
in time to depart with these Gent" M' Bayard of 
Philadel* his boat was the one injured, Mt Win- 
ters & M" Gano of N. York, & M' January of 
Kentuckey, three of them singular names, but 
reviving in a hot day. I purchased a City lot in 
Jefferson opposite to Louisville, but never at- 
tended to secure it—also a Certificate for one 
hundred acres (I believe ,it was on ‘‘ Salt River,” 
in Kentuckey & neglected that. 

Now we are all ready to depart! but I must re- 


@ word scarcely was spokin at breakfast. On | late one occurrence which gave me for some time 
leaving the house, I observed to the supposed | the most distressing feelings, & the Village 
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shewed great sympathy upon the Report, to wit : 
that Uncle was taken by the Indians down in 
what is called the low country! !! 
of painfull suspence I underwent for some time, 
as letters took an age to travel a few hundred 
miles in those days. At last I rece’d a letter 
from him of their safe arrival at the Natchez. 
But there was a plot to take him, he told me, 
when I arrived at the Natchez: It seemed that 
while he was detained at Louisville, 2 white man 
found him out, learned his name, & all his plans 
about descending the River. this fellow then 
must have went immediate to his codjutors & 
made their plans—when Uncle’s boat got to a 
certain place, this Decoyer run down on the beach, 
& upon his bended knees, beg’d Uncle to put a 
shore & take him off, as he had escaped from 
the Indians. Uncle steered his boat towards the 
shore, the flatt boat being near by in the rear, 
spied the Indians hiding behind the trees, the 
Captain halloo’d to Uncle tu put off in the River, 
that the woods were ful of Indians—when they 
found that they were discovered, an old Indian 
came down on the beach & call’d aloud, ‘‘ ware 
**yougo?” ! If both boats had been in one 
direction from the shore, they would all have 
‘een massacree’d ! 

Now I will again take up our journey after tak- 
ing leave of thise interesting & hospitable inhabi- 
tants. My boat was dropt down the River a little 
distance, I therefore put some blankets &c on 
board of Mt Bayard. When all were under way 
I call’d to my hands to come for me, a man came 
in my Canoe, it began to be dusky, I took up a 
pair of Blankets & carelessly wound them round 
my head & arms & jump on board of the Canoe, 
on pushing off, the man leaned so much to clear 


the rake of the bow of the Tobacco boat, as to | 


make the Canoe dip half full of water, & on 
his raising up, he went so far on the opposite side, 
as to fill the Canoe full, the blankets being become 
saturated with water, & my arms bounded fast, 
so that I could not help myself & the man had 
enough to do take care of himself being a little 
top-heavy I supposed—had it not been for assist- 
anced from M' Bayard’s hands I might have had 
@ Watery grave ! 

After we had all got under way, we made ar- 
rangements for us Captain to dine all together in 
ratation—after we had come ashore—On the Ohio 
we very seldom landed, if we could help it for 
fear of the Indians, so by signals from the boat 
that was to see company at dinner, they were to 
go on board with their small boats. The current, 
that time of the year June, was moderate, say 
4 or 5 miles per hour. M*' Bayard & I lashed 


our boats together the most of the way on the 
Ohio, when we came to the Islands we separated. 
One day we saw a young Bear & a young Elk 
swimming across the River, from the Indiana | next morning) 
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| side. We all let our men try their activity—each 
small boat was maned in pursuit df the game & 
just as the game landed, the men fired & kill’d 
| both the Cub & Elk. of course this made a little 
sport & feast for those who liked it. When 
we arrived opposite to the old French Fort Mas- 
sac, which is on a beautiful turn in the River & 


| elevated, & about thirty miles above the Missis- 


sippi, about 8 or 9 of us from the several boats 
got in one skiff & went a shore, it is on the Illa- 
nois side of Ohio. The Fort is some 20 or 25 
Rods from the River—We the first man got upon 
the old entrenchment, it was a sandy loom, he 
saw &@ moccason track—that morning we had a 
very heavy rain, & that track or foot step of a 
man much have been made that day after the 
rain, we all formed a circle round & pointed at 
the track, but not a word was spoken, we stood 
but a few minutes, we raised our eyes towards 
each other, & with one consent, we turned about 
and run as fast as we could to our boats—some 
went too high, some direct, and some too low 
to find the skiff, I was one who run below—my 
first impression was that the Indians had secured 
the Skiff, consequently we were prisoners ; none 
had their rifles but myself, therefore my lot 
would be to fall first—in this state of dilemma 
we still kept up & down the beach all in 
silence, till we at last, we found the little skiff, 
jump’d on board & hastened to the nearest Tobac- 
co Boat—after we were safe on board & drew a 
heavy breath, each opened his mouth & came 
to his speech & describ’d his thoughts & feel- 
ings. It was evident that it was a moccason 
track made but a short time before we came & 
must have been after the shower of rain—if it 
was a lonely Indian, which was the most likely, 
he was perhaps as much frightened as we, & that 
he took the start of us. One of my hands was 
an old northwestern, he said that that was the 
Indian crossing place from Tennessee to S*. Louis. 
We glided gently down stream & little before 
sun-sett tied our boats to the trees on the Illinois 
side at the mouth of the Ohio. We placed senti- 
nels with axes, to cut the ropes in case of an at- 
tack. In the woods the marks of Buffalos was 
like a Cow yard. Where the Clear water of the 
Ohio mingles with the Mississippi, looks like 
soap-suds thrown into clear water, at the meeting 
of the two, it looks like a whirl pool, untill the 
muddy water subdues the clear. Before we left 
| the Ohio water, we filled our empty vessells with 
| its limpid stream—and when we emptied one, we 
| then had to fill it with the muddy Mississippi, to 
| settle for use after the clear was gone. I filled a 
| tumbler full with the Mississippi water, & when 
| perfectly settled, about 4 was sediments, but the 
clear was soft & sweet. 
Now we entered the mother of Rivers (the 
Before we started from the Ohio, 
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we made arrangements for landing at nights as it 
is not possible go in the night with safety. The 
middle of the afternoon, we look’d out for land- 
ing—the forward boat as a signal for landing is 
to fire a gun—as we were considered as friends by 
the Indians, when we turn down the river, so the 
fireing gave no alarm. In the afternoon, we mett 
with a violent head wind, which caused a heavy 
sea,—it become dangerous, the head boat gave 
the signal for landing—my boat happened to 
be next to the head boat—while in this apprehen- 
sion of foundering, & making every exertion to 
land, we observed a Canoe full of Indians, seem- 
ingly in pursuit of the head boat, we were of 
course much alarmed ; I asked my Northwestern 


Man, what that meant, whether they were friends | 


or foes, he seemed much alarmed & could not 
tell what it meant—I charged the men to row as 
hard as they could—& I would load our Rifles 


& Pistols, (having that morning discharged them | 
after leaving the hostile territory) I told all hands | 


to keep a good look out when the Indians over 
took the boat, to watch whether any fighting, we 
were some distance off—but on the boat and 


Canoe comeing together, the Indians assisted the | 


Rowing untill they landed; & soon our fleeting 
were secured to the shore. 


acres of ground to fall suddenly into the river— 
we here got seemingly in a good cove. 


were all friendly on the Mississippi the same 
fellows would rejoice to murder us on the Ohio. 
massacre us! 

This day happened to be my day to see the 
Capt at Dinner, When matters & things were in 


Order, Dinner was announced. I invitid 8 of 
these gentlemen of the woods, todine with us. 
I happened to have a large piece of Corn’d beef 
for dinner—One of the Captains when he had 
done dinner, he carelessly pitched his fork into 
the beef on the Dish, in the same manner as 
school boys used to pitch the fork into the 
ground by taking hold of the points—so the 
3 Indians followed the example very dextriously, 
perhaps supposing that to be the White faces 
fashion. After dinner I took a tumbler & mixed 
with water & lataffier (whiskey), and drank the 
Capt* & the 3 Indians healths, & mixted myself a 
glass for each Capt" all out of the same glass & 
all exactly alike, & each Capt drank all our 
healths in a very formall manner; I then mixta 


last, he received very gracefully, shook hands & 
drank my health & shook hands with all the 
Capt & then to his own people, & the other two 
followed suit & all in a graceful way 


Chief in the first offer. 
large encampment on the opposite side of the 
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We were charged to | 
examine the banks, for it was not uncommon for | 


I sup- | 
pose the difficulty was, that I did not know the | 
It seemed they had a| 
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River & we landed on the West side. When we 
had got through with Dinner some of our hands 
asked permission to go over to the Indian en- 
campment—we gave leaf—the men all took their 
Rifles. Our Guests saw this, they remonstrated 
to us, against our men taken their Rifles, saying 
that they left their Rifles home when they came to 
our assistance & our men must leave theirs. 
Before morning these fellows gave us much un- 
easiness, by some means or other, they got whis- 


| key from some of hands—& there was much 
| noise in their camp. 
| told us, ‘*no dangers, squaws took all their knives 


Some Squaws came over & 


** away.” 

One interesting occurrence took place on the 
Ohio, which escaped my recollection to mention 
in its proper place. One day all at once my 
boat stopt, I happened to be ahead—I immedi- 
ately gave sign for the other boats to come be- 
tween me & the shore, & for each boat to 
make fast to his predecessor, so as to run a Rope 


| fastened to my boat, to run under their roofs & 


then to a tree in the woods—My boat happened 
to run on a planter, & by placeing the 4 boats 
a breast with mine, would cause a temporary 
swell in the water & perhaps cast me off—this 
plan succeeded so far that a man could stand on 
the planter & with a hand saw weaken it so that 


| the weight of the boat broke it off & released me. 
Indians | 


The planters generally are below the surface of 
the water. It was anawful predicament to be in 
had I been alone, I should soon fell a prey to the 
merciless Indians. Whilst we were fixing for 
this opperation the men thought they heard a 
whistleing inthe woods, some said it was a quail, 
others said no, it must be Indians, because Quails 
never are found in the wilderness; so that it 
a little difficult to get one to go in the woods to 
tie the roap to a tree. 

The next day after our Indian neighbors visited 
us, we proceeded on our way & about sun set we 
arrived at A’Santegrass, the first Spanish Fort 
after leaving Ohio. New Madrid, Col? Morgan’s 
settlement, is seperatted from the Spanish Fort & 
Village by a narrow ravine. just as I was about to 
land, 2 sawyer liked to have tilted me over. 
Uncle wrote me that I must Nor pass this place 
without stoping & pay my respects to the Com- 
mandant. So the next morning after breakfast, 
and all we Capt" had made our Toilets, at o 


| suitable hour as we could. we passed the sentinel 
glass & handed it one of Indians, he took no | 
notice, offered to the next, no notice—to the | 


at the Gate with a tame Racoon in hisarms. I 
am a little too fast. Before we started, the 4 
Capt* came to my boat to consult upon the call. 
M' Bayard, being well known to my Uncle, & 
partially to me, & as Thad told the Capt" that 
Uncle had left my name with this Com & that I 
would stop when I come, Mr. B. proposed that I 
should be chairman of our little group, and was 
unanimously agreed to—we then set out & went 
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to head quarters—when we were admitted, I in- 
troduced myself, The Comm‘ with much good 
humor put out his hand, call’d me by name & 
express much pleasure &c &c I then introduced 
the Gentlemen, he very politely receved us all. 
After a few observations upon such occasions we 
rose to retire. he stept up to me & said call’d 
me by name almost every time he addressed me, 
‘*Will you do me the favor to dine with me to 
**day one hour after 12 O'Clock & bring these 
‘*gent® with you?” Iturn’d to the gent" for 
their reply, they bowed assent, Of course I ac- 
cepted for all, that we would do ourselves the 
honor, & then retired. We all then return’d to 
my boat. I then observed to Gent" that the 
Comm would expect (as the terms is) his hands 
greased. they all give an approbatory nod. 
Well, what shall it consist of? will you sug- 
gest, I will—we all have a plenty of good Hams, 
suppose we fill a barrel of them & send up to 
him, perhaps would as acceptable as anything ? 
this was agreeable to all; this wasdone. When 


the hour of ‘‘ one after 12 OClock,” arrived, we | 


call’d on his Honor: We had an elegant din- 
ner, but Madam was wanting, he was yet a 


Bachellor, I shuld think under thirty; the wine | 
ood & Liquere fine, when the Liquere cam on | 


the table, he said to me, we always drink ladies 
health is the sweet Liqures, I will now give you 
the Miss, calling their names, my 
cousins.—then the strong coffee without cream, 
the Spanish fashion. Now Gentlemen, would 
you like to take a walk & see our fine prairies— 
so he walked out with us, they were beautifull, 
open woods & land lay very handsome, I think 
he said he could drive a coach & four thro’ to St. 
Louis. Presently a Thunder shower & lightning 
came—he said to me, how do you call that in 
English? I told him,—I then ask’d him, what 
it isin French, he told me—he said if you will 
learn me English I will learn you French. We 
returned to his house, & took Tea & in the even- 
ing we rose, & asked him if he had any com- 
mands down the River—Oh! he said you cannot 
go yet, I am so lonesome, you must come tomor- 
row ‘One hour after 12 O'Clock & dine with 
‘*me.” So we had to comply with his politeness. 
I forgot to mention when we went to dinner 
how very politely he acknowledged the receipt 
of the Hams. The 2¢ day ‘‘one hour after 12 
‘* O'Clock,” we had the pleasure to see him—we 
participated with him again a fine dinner &ce 
&ce as yesterday—On taking leave of him the 
24 evening, & offering our services—he stept up 
to me and Oh M" (calling me by name), I am 
so lonesome, I don’t see hardly any company, I 
don’t know how I can spare you Gentlemen, you 
must come once more & dine with me,—he seem- 
ed so sincere in keeping us, that we did not 
know how to refuse his hospitality, so we for the 
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8¢ time repaired to this facinating Gentleman’s 
luxurious table. In the evening, the two little 
Villages A Sanslegrass & New Madrid, had an 
anual celebration of some thing or some S* per- 
haps. They had a King & Queen, tolerable 
large collection of French Canadian, Spanish, 
americans, all in their dancing garbs & white 
Turbans. The commandant asked us if we 
would like te go & set a little & see them, he 
said he did sometimes go for amusement & look 
at them—indeed he said he had once played the 
violin a little for them. we went with him & 
set a little while the King came to the Comm! & 
asked if he would honor them in taking a part- 
ner, lre declined, & each of us Capt had the 
honor of an invitation—but declined of course. 
The Belle of the Room was a young handsome 
Cherokee female, too pretty to be call’d a squaw 
—Shee was kept on the floor all the time, 
Shortly we left these happy people. 

After we left this festive room, we made our 
acknowledgements to this excellent Gentleman 
for his extreme hospitality & politeness, & with 
much regret, shook his friendly hand & fervent- 
ly bid him farewell!!! This Com‘ was a ‘hand- 
some person, elegant & easy in his manners, and 
a beautifull face, take him altogether, he was as 
facinating a person as I ever saw. He spoke 
English so as to be easily understood—but it 
seemed that he could not tell the name of hour, 
next to 12, but always spoke it as I have above 
written, It seemed a pity, that so much merit 
& accomplishment should be, as it were, buried 
alive. Iam sorry that I have forgot his name. 
I believe we must have got the worth of our 
Hams back. 

This place, a few years after, was destroyed 
by an Earth Quake, & two or three Gentlement 
of my acquiantance were lost in it, whether be- 
fore or after the purchase of Louisiana by the- 
U. 8. or not, if it was before M' Jefferson’s ne- 
gotiation, then, in all probility, this noble 
Comm* perished at that time of the Earth: 
Quake!!! 

Nothing special occurred on our passage to 
the Natchez, I think it was a wilderness untill 
we came to the Walnut hills, distances, I don’t 
remember, but many hundred miles. The 
country on either side appeared lower, in many 
places, than the river, & in some places a low 
place called bayous, would suck boats in a few 
Rods & give immence trouble & expence to get 
them back if ever—these bayoes & the Sawyers. 
& planters have destroy’d many boats as I un- 
derstand & also after boats have laid to, the- 
banks have caved in upon them. 

When our little fleet appeared in sight of 
Natchez, the Drum in the Fort beat to arms.. 
About this time a strange infatuated person im 
Kentucky, I don’t recollect his name, Gene" 
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some body, pretended to make a descent with 
armed force upon that place, & probably the 
Commandt thought it prudent to be cautious 
against a surprize. But nothing was ever at- 
‘tempted. We all landed at the Village—I was 
at my journeys end, & was happy to find all 
friends well, except Uncle, he was much afflict- 
ed withe the gout in his elbows, On one elbow a 
hard bunch rose, & a kind of chalkey substance 
was in it, he suffered along time. He was well 


acquainted with my fellow Traveller & delight- | 


ed to see him so unexpectedly—M' Bayard of 
Phila**—he was a very gentlemanly person. 
Now I had to bid adieu to my agreeable fellow 
Travellers, they made but a short stay & pro- 
-ceeded on to N. Orleans. 


Uncle had hired a house in the Village of | 


Natchez, & bought a small plantation on 8' 
‘Catharine Creek, about 500 acres 5 miles out 
from the Village. Shortly after my arrival we 
‘moved upon the farm—The Capt" with colored 
people went upon the farm immediately & built 
about a dozen logg Cabins for the blacks, in a 
Row on the bank of the Creek, which made 
quite a pretty little street For the present 
Uncle had built a logg house, call’d two pens & a 
passage, i.e. 2 bodies laid up 12 or 15 feet apart, 
«connected with boards, for a hall, & a piazza in 
front of the whole, this made a very conveni- 
ent & comfortable building, & answered untill 


the could becom acquainted with Country so as 
to know where to purchase lands for his perma- 
ment location. 

The Governor was a perfect gentleman about | 


-85 or 40 years of age. The Fort was on a high 
‘piece of ground, with a commanding view for 
several miles up the river & the surrounding 
Country.—the military Officers all genteel, polite 
& affable—Among the Officers was a Major who 
also was a linguist, a native of New Jersey—he 


-our family--& some of the private Citizens were 
-extremely kind & agreeable. A Relative of 
mine from N. York married a lady in that Coun- 
try, & was banished for some imprudent speech 
against the government, he died, & his widow 
remained—she claimed relationship on our first 


-acquaintance, the Major from Jersey married a | 


Sister of this widow—This family was consid- 
ered perhaps, the head of the rich Planters in 
that District. This Major being in his Majesties 
-service, & married in this distinguished family, 
was perhaps favorable to my Uncles family. So 
‘that a very good society was formed within a 
pleasant little ride of a few miles. But all the 
travelling was on horseback, no wheel Carriages 
of any kind was in the District, the public high 
‘ways was called bridle pathes. If a few Ladies 


‘covers all below the waist. 








& gent" go from home on a visit to dine, they 
are all on horse back, with several female & male 
servants.—the ladies with broad brim beaver 
hats, riding skirts, their dress not long —the skirt 
The Gentle" wore 
large Cocked beavers, if the Sun is very warn, 
unlop the back part, and change fronts. The 
Country generally is pleasant. Tobacco is the 
staple article of exportation. The Over-seer set 
the Colored men to clear new lands for the pur- 
pose of raising that article—a Tobacco field in 
full growth look very handsome, the large full 
leaf has a luxuriant appearance, somewhat like 
a field of corn on a rich soil. 

No Taverns or publick houses were in this Coun- 
try—if you go so far from home as to be out all 
night, you will stop at a house without ceremony 
for the night, put your horse in a pen provided 
for the purpose, throw over to him as much Corn 
& Pumpkins as you please—go in the house & 
take family fare, all in a courteous friendly way, 
nothing to pay, nor is it expected when you go 
away. Corn is raised without much trouble, & 
grows so high, that I will not say, for it will be 
only a traveller's story.—it is a very light grain 
in comparison to Jersey corn.—the grain is 
long slim & dented on the head.—No wheat is 
growed in that District. Mills are scarce, almost 
every planter has a small one horse mill to grind 
Corn. 

Horse raceing was fashionable, the course was 
straight not circular, betting with ladies was a 
pair of gloves & suit of ribbons—with the Plan- 
ters, Cows & Calves, in lieu of cash—for there 
was no circulating medium in the Country—per- 
haps that was the cause of free travelling. All 
classes of people attend Races, from the Gov‘ 
down—all on horse back. 

This summer the family was much afflicted in 


| the loss of a very estimable Lady, she was taken 
had a general knowledge of our family but | 
not particularly acquainted. His Excell’ & all | 
‘the military Officers became pretty intimate in | 


sick, & died after a short illness—she had lived 
in the family many years as house keeper & 
companion for Aunt, her death was much regret- 
ted & loss irreparable !—the only death, white or 
black in so large a family—about this time fevers 
& agues, & other fevers sett in—I was the only 
white person in the family who escaped. 

My young Bruin which I brought from Louis- 
ville became troublesome and saucy, but so tame 
that he run at large he was about 15 months old 
& in good order—Uncle invited some Gent® to 
dine on a Cub, which was considered a great 
delicacy—so this was the end of the little crea- 
ture. Bear Bacon was an article of trade in N. 
Orleans, it was an article quoted in the price cur- 
rent. This was a famus custom for changing 
plates at dinner, if you don’t hold your plate 
fast when you lay down your knife & fork, the 
waiters will have it before you know it—I dined 
one day with a couple of Gent" formerly 
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from Phila*, when this occured so often I 
could not help smiling—they observed it, & 
knew the cause, & made the same remark—At a 
large Dinner party, you will perhaps see in the 
corner of the dining Room, a quantity of Claret 
waiting for the time of need. At such parties 
after the cloths are removed, it was customary to 
introducing singing ; when a lady has sung, the 
gentleman all get up & with his glass in hand, 
go up to the Lady & gingle glasses & drink her 
health, The ladies played mostly on the Guitar. 
Dancing was a great amusement, I was at a very 
large party at one time some distance from home 
—when it was kept up all night, no glass to the 
windows which was very common, & the shut- 
ters were kept closed, so that the Sun did not 
peep in—for we could not keep the bridle path 
thro’ the Cane breakes in the dark—we took a 
cup of Coffee—& again resumed ‘‘a trip on the 
‘‘light phantastic toe,” for some time, the day 
was broken—company good, hard parting, —took 
a sandwitch—went through the painful duty of, 
bidding farewell to those we left.—mounted our 
horses, & each took care of his fair charge— 
the major & Lady, & two interesting Sisters, gen- 
erally graced such happy meetings. 


I was invited by some young gent" to take a | 


Bear hunt, which they were in the habit of do- 
ing—I went one time, but was not in the fashion 
for that business, I was metamorphosed into an 
huntsman—short round-about Jacket, no hat— 
handkerchief tied close round my head & rifle in 


my hands—On our way to the hunting ground, | 


we discovered a dead hog, perhaps it would 
weigh 200 tb, he was eaten from his foreshould- 
ers into his body nearly 4—we expected to have 
overtaken master Bruin, when we got on their 
path, in the Cane brakes we frequently had to 
get down upon or hands & knees to pass through 
a thick place—for some distance we alternately 
walked & crept in this manner, but without 
meeting any game ; the gent" concluded that the 
Bears had taken their rest in some unknown re- 
treat—so we return’d—I must say that it ap- 
peared to me that Bruin would have the advan- 
tage while upon our knees in the Cane-brakes & 
he upon his natural position. 

Ail young men whv emigrated to the Natchez 
with a view of staying, Government gives to 
each 240 acres of land by paying only the sur- 
vey. One day Gene! Dunbar the Surveyor gen! 
call’d on me, & said that he had brought the sur- 
vey of my land & the bill for surveying it, $60 
—I was quite surprized, I told him that I had net 
asked for any land nor did I want any. He re- 
plied, that His Excellency Govern Gayoso, or- 
dered him to survey Eight hundred acres of land 
for Don & it is the best tract in the Dis- 
trict, & that it takes in the best Mill-site in the 
Country—& allow me to advise you to take it. 
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He urged me some time, Uncle happened to be 
from home, so that I could not advise with him 
—finally took the papers & paid the bill sixty 
Dollars— 

The time having arrived when I talk’d of leay- 
ing that Country for the States, that was not the 
States then. One day His Exc’ was at our house, 
he asked me if I was going away & what I 
thought of doing with my land, I replied, if I 
did not return in a year or two, for his Exc’ to 
do with it as he thought best. So it dropt & I 
did not act very wisely, that I did not go back— 
but I did not repent. Uncle told me that the 
Colonel Commandant talked about selling his- 
fine farm & Sixty negroes, laying near to him— 
and if I would stay & take it, he thought he 
would buy it, the place & Negroes. I told him: 
that my Father was much opposed to my going 
on such a hazardus expedition, & to reconcile- 
him I assured him that I would return after I 
could be spared, if I was alive & well and that I 
could not forfeit my word tohim. Uncle said if 
I must go, I must let the coach-man & geet up the 
carriage & take two of my Cousins with me, & 
visit all our good friends & take leave of them. 

Gov' Gayoso was then a bachellor, but had a 
good English education, he & Gen! Wilkinson. 
were very great friends, the General resided then: 
in Kentucky. I dined at the Gov‘ one day, when: 
two of the Chiefs of the Chicasaw tribe called 
on his Excel’ relative to the death of one of their 
tribe it was said was killed by a white man. It 
was amusing to see how attentive the Gov' was to 
those Chiefs. One sit next to him on his right 
side & the other next to the Indian—when ever 
the Gov’ took wine he placed all three of their 
glasses together & fill’d them abut } full & drank 
each others healths—he was very mild towards 
the Indians—He gave us a general invitation. 
whenever any of the family came in the Village: 
that we would always find a plate for us at his 
table. 

When I was ready to take leave of our good’ 
friends in the Country, the two oldest Cousins 
about 12 & 14 years old, lovely young Ladies,. 
were ready to accompany me, so the Carriage 
was got up—& we commenced our painful duty, 
Our friends wished to know what day we expect- 
ed to be at their house, so as to have the Road 
opened thro’ the Cane brakes, wide enough for 
the Carriage, to pass, & we must be punctual to 
the day for fear of high winds. would blow the 
canes across the road so that we could not get 
along. this being the only 4 wheel Carriage then: 
in the Country. We were absent about a week : 
It was a melancholly pleasure, if this is not a con- 
tradiction—On the Sabbath that we were out, we 
went to a protestant meeting, held at one of our 
friends, the first time ever a protestant preacher 
was permitted to hold forth. A large number of 
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friends were invited after servive, to stay at din- 
mer & we among the rest & we had another young 
lady we took from her house to meeting—On our 
leaving this friend’s house a number came out to 
the carriage to see us off,—I jocosely asked the 
other ladies if they would take a ride—O yes, O 
yes & several began to clamber over the wheels 
-& side, I began to be affraid of breaking or the 
hores being freightened & was obliged to apol- 
ogize to them for fear that they would get hurt. 


altho all of them would dauntlessly iump on any 
of their country horses.— 


When we return’d home from our visiting | 
tour, Uncle prepared to accompany me to N. | 


Orleans. The first night he & 1 stayed at one 
of our most intimate friends, at my new Cous- 
ins. The next day we embarked on board of a 
packet boat. (I am now a little ahead of my 
business) The colored people flocked around 
me to bid a sorrowful farewell. I did not want 


to see them after taking leave of Aunt & | 
family. Many of the Col* people I had known | 


from childhood—& many supposed that I would 
never leave them. they were a very fine sctt. 
At the River we again by appointment, met 
eur old travelling companions, & one other con- 
nexion returning from Oppalucia, going te 
Phila**. In descending the River it is not un- 
common to call at a rich French Planter in the 
morning & take a bowl of Chocalate. The dis- 
tance by water from Natchez to N Orleans is 
800 miles—& 150 by land. The night before 
we arrived to N. Orleans, we stayed all night at 
Catholic Priest,some gent” on board knew him. 
We were received very politely, had an excel- 
lent supper, he pushed the decanter round 
bountifully, He said, he pushed the dest wine 
round first, & then the other, if not as good, 
went very well. I was up very early, the good 


. . . | 
Priest next, presently he came to me with a sil- | 


ver plate in his hand & 2 pares on it, asked me 
to accept them; pares do not grow in that 


Country & it was not the season for them, I| 


eyed them very closely, but declined to take 
them, but he urged them on me, I suspected a 
trick, I weigh one in my hand, he tryed to look 
serious, I looked up at him, he then burst out 
‘a laugh,—they were wraught marble to imitate 
apare. I brought them home & gave them to 


a Niece, & believe they were destroyed when | 


their house was burnt up—after breakfast we 


left our jovial & hospitable Priest & arrived in | 
Uncle | 


N Orleans safe. We took lodgings. 
took me with him & called on Govern Mero, 
& his Secretary Don Andre. We had to wait 
two weeks for a Brig going to Phila‘, & seve- 
ral americans were in the same situation. When 
the Vessell was ready to sail, I took leave of his 


| Uncle for the last time ! 
I mention these little incident to shew their igno- | 
rance about a carriage & horses in the harness; | 





| rived in Phila‘ 
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Excy & Secretary Don Andre, I ask’d the Sect 
if he had any commands to the Cape, ah! he 
he said I know what cape you are going, only 
take good care of yourself—The Brig clear'd I 
suppose for Cape Franceway, but happens to 
run in the Capes of Delaware. Gov. Mero was 
an old Silver gray small pensive pale faced 
man—the Sect’, in person, not unlike Gen! 
Washington, but his face shorter. here I left 
He was a fine portly 
looking man, neat & Dignified—always wore 
powder as all gent" did in those days & large 
cocked hat. On leaving N. Orleans I gave $10 
for a very fine one. The Capt" of the Brig had 
his wife on board, they I believe had no chil- 
dren & think she lived on board. She was as 
great a Vexen as perhaps a man was ever 
troubled with. The passengers had all to find 
themselves with board and bed. The Vessell 
droped down stream about a mile or two, the 
passengers thought it prudent to add a little to 
our sea Stores, so we went among the farmers 
& laid in, Eggs, poultry &ce, sufficient, the 
Capt said, to carry him to London after we ar- 
When we left the shore, we 
found no dependence was to be placed on the 
Capt™ accomplished, polite in her way if vexa- 
tiousnes. we came to agreement that we should 
take turns for one to be the caterer for the day 
& order the Cook what to cook for the day— 
we found the arrangement to be a good one— 
for two weeks set at tamber & enjoyed our din- 
ner & wine as well as if we had been on shore. 
this good weather brought us in sight of Cuba, 
the wind here ahead against the Guif Stream, 
One night we had severe thunder & lightning & 
rain—the Vessell trembled at every crack of 
thunder & vivid lightning—Our Capt. was a 
most profane fellow in good weather, & at this 
time of dangera most mild humbled fellow 
that could be. I never get sea sick, most of 
the passengers in their births & sick—I went to 
my particular fellow travellers, told them our 
awful situation & advised them to get up if 
they could our danger increased, the wind 
a head & sea running mountain high, we were 
setting fast upon Florida shoals & rocks—our 
only safety was to try to lay as close to the 
wind as possible, if we attempt to beat & go 
about, we certainly were gone, all hands were 
called in counsel, in such extreme cases—the 
Capt" wife stood in the companion door & at 
last she muttered out, “ I'll go below & mak my 
‘* peace,” thinks I to myself, you can’t be too 
quick about it. Providentially we escaped the 
reaf of rocks, & run by them all—we had no 
cooking for some days & we had to takea 
piece of bread in one hand & hold fast to some 
thing with the other. Just before we arrived 
to the Capes of Delaware a Sailor died, when 
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we enter the river his fellow Sailors took him 
on shore & buried him. We arrived in Phila‘ 
just about sun sett & the passengers all hurred 
to take their lodgings, we were 4 weeks on 
board. We had very agreeable Company. 

After I compleated my business in Phila I re- | 
shipped my large chest which I bought at 
Pittsburgh, round to N York & took the stage 
by land—that chest I again shipped to N. Jer- 
sey & again from there to the western part of | 
N. York State. It has travelled about six | 
thousand miles. It served asa table from Louis. | 
vill to the Natchez. 

The Summer of 1792 I visited with some rel- 
ative, to New London, Norwich, Preston Groton | 
&*—the winter of 92; 98, spent in Phila*e & 
the 4** of March I had the pleasure to see Gen- 
eral Washington inaugated as President of 
the United States the 2‘ term. I went early to 
the State House, secured a good place, present- | 
ly the house was filled to over flowing, precisely 
at 12 O'Clock the cry rung thro’ the house, 
“he's come, he’s come.” the upper hall was | 
crowed, he walked along as if it was empty, | 
the croud opened and shut as easy as a boat | 
passing through water, the crowd gave way 
and closed after him. He took the middle of | 


three chairs in the Senate Cham directly oppo- 
site to the Hall, & but a little way in the Room, 


On his right the venerable Chief Justice Cush- 
ing set, & on his left Senator Langdon set. I 
looked round at the people to see whether there 
was an eye off the General, (or President), I 
could not find one person looking another way. 
After a short pause in total silence, Senator 
Langdon, a very elegant person, rose up & 
faced the President, & in a most respectful 
manner, ask’d him if was ready to take the oath 
of office as President of the United States, he 
made some answer & rose, made a short address 
held a paper in one hand—when stopt speaking 
Judge Cushing stept up to him, with a large 
‘Bible opened, the President laid his right hand 
upon it and repeated the oath after the Judge, 
when he spoke his own name, J George Wash- 
ington, my blood run cold—it seemed to be 
more than a human voice, every countenance 
seemed to be affected by it. After the business | 
of Inauguration was done, the President set | 
down a few minutes. When he rose, he made 

a handsome exit out of the room,—There was 

no crowding, nor noise, rather quiet departure. | 
He came in his Carriage with two horses, in a | 
plain unaustentious manner, He was dressed 

in mourning, & a mourning sword, black shoe 

& kee buckles & when he address the public 

the sub‘ect, I did not hear so as to give it; his 

position was exactly what it is frequently seen 

in many houses—he was in mourning for Major 





Washington his favorite Newphew, who occu- 


| I would like to engage in a Northen one. 


| sales of them to actual settlers. 
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pied the Generals Seat at Mount Vernon, when 
he was in the War. 

Whilst I was in Phila** I became acquainted 
with the Agent of a great Land Company. He 
said that he understood that I had recently re- 
turned from a Southern expedition, asked me if 
He 
told me, that the Company had large tracts of 
wild Land, & that they were about te open the 
And as I was 
acquainted with merchantdise they wished to 
open a Store for the benefit of the settlers & to 


| give them every facility—but their grand ob- 
| ject was to promote the sales of the land. 
| Proposals was then made to me & accepted. I 
| was to meet the agent in N. York who contem- 


plated to go upon the land. I think the first of 
April 93 I met the agent according to agree- 
ment. He desired me to purchase every article 
that I thought would be wanted in an entire 


| new place, & have them packed well for trans- 


portion,—and for me to hire a few mechanicks 
& laborers, by the year, if I knew them, & 
then ship the goods to Albany, & such hands as 
might be hired, to accompany me with the 


| goods, & he would meet me at Albany, & then 


make further arrangements. The hired men 
were sent on from Albany to Old Fort Schuyler, 
now call’d Utica. The goods were carted 
across to Schenectady & stored. From Albany 
the Agent went by land to Utica, I prefered to 
to go to accompany the goods from Schenec- 
tady up to Utiea. I loaded two Batteaux with 
the goods & utensils for farming purposes, &. 
The boatmen had very bad name for tapping 
liquors on the way up the mohawk rive. My 
object in prefering to accompany the boats, 
was to try to ascertain their tricks in drawing 
liquors & any other malpractices that they 
had-- It was extream hard work to set a bat- 
teau up that river—many shoal places, & rap- 
pid water—at the Falls all the Freight must be 
unload & carted round the falls & reloaded. I 
sent on board of one boat, a keg of Five gal- 


'lons of Spirits & told the Captains it was for 
| their use, provided they did not pilfer my li- 


quors & take good care of all the goods, & es- 
pecially, that they would let me know how 
they tapped liquors & leave no marks we 
thank. you Boss, we will never tap your liquors 
& will take good care of your goods, & if you 
should not be along, we will remember you. & 
know your mark, for nobody has ever been 80 
kind to us: Well then Boss we will tell you— 
we knock a hoop one side, hammer acase knife 
between two staves, & draw what we want & 
then drive the hoop back—sometimes we knock 
the bung out, & then put sand in the Hogs- 
head to fill it up after we take what will do & 
put the tin over the bung again. At night 
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they stop at a Tavern & almost every house 
was a Tavern, or a boatman’s stoping place, so 
the first night we stopt at a good Tavern,— 
now Boss, you can go to this Tavern & sleep 
well. I answered them in a laughing way, as I 
had got in their good graces; yes, & while 
I am sleeping, you rascalls will tap my liquors ; 
O no Boss we will always remember the five gal- 
lon keg. I was satisfied that there was no way 
to prevent them from their evil practices—In 
those days immence quantity of liquor was 
drank, & suppose to be absolutely ncessary for 
the heath in time of exposure in damp places & 
& The first Hhd of Spirits ever brought on that 
settlement was retailed thro’ a Goose quill. The 
settlement progressed very fast & prosperously. 
There are many hardships attending a new settle- 
ments & privasions, but they soon vanish, like 


wax before the sun, for New Englaners are a | 


hardy race of people, indefatigable, at home 
every were, lively & cheerful. —in their festivities, 
order & precision is observed. In the winters, 
the Agent leaves for N. York & Phil* so that I 


was left without any society--One evening the | 


young people had a ball—I was asked to it by 


some of them, I agreed to attend—when I arrived | 


at the door, I was mett by one of the managers 
in a very handsome, manner, & introduced into 
the ball room, & was agreeably disappointed in 
seeing a collection of well dressed Ladies & Gent" 
& all things well conducted. I enquired of one, 
the name of the Manager, who so politely intro- 
duced me, I was disappointed on hearing his 


gave direction about his Ox team that very after- 


noon. Itis astonishing to find the difference of | 


society between the Northern & Southern people. 
So every winter these happy settlers had their 
balls: I mentioned this to the agent. When hu 
prolonged his time of departure near the close of 
the year, he took much delight in attending the 
people’s festive meeting, & very pleasing to all 
As the settlement encreased, those days of mirth 
& joy proportionably advanced — particularly 
the 22¢ of Feb’. & the 4 of July, were observed. 

The Land Company generously made me a 
partner in Store without my knowledge—thus it 
went on for several years, The Company then 
proposed to me to take Store & a good Capital to 
myself, as it was but little object to them, the 
interest on the loan to be small, or reduced—& 
the Agent to manage the land concern himself, as 
that was the Company’s object. This change 
was agreed to, & I continued the mercantile 
business several years; I had some thoughts at 
first to visit Natchez again, but my friends would 
not consent. 

The Genl. Agent, had been several times at my 
house, an exceedingly pleasant man. At one 
time he proposed to me to take an Agency of 
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some lands, & refered me to his Sub-agent at 
some distance. A very particular friend of mine 
accompanied me & we called upon this Sub-agent 
for information—he shewed the maps & directed 
us the way—we viewed a part of them, but the 
badness of the way, & through a dense forest, 
lookd.too forbidding, so we concluded to give 
it up, The tract contained 1} million of acres. 
When I went again to Phila“*I did myself the 
pleasure to call on the Gen' Agent, & informed 
him that the Sub-agent shewed me the map and 
servey of atract containing 14 millions of acres, 
the land good, but I must bey leave to decline 
the Agency, & thanked him for his kind propo- 
sals, well, calling me by name, you can do as 
you think best; but if you will take my advice, 
you would not decline!—I observed to him that 
I much regretted that it was not consistent at 
that tv follow his kind proposal. This Gent” 
was a sincere friend to me, & no doubt it would 
have been much to my advantage—thus ended 
this grand land project. I have brought up in 
my Store a number of young men, all from good 
families, two where Ministers Sons (& more 
offered, but no room,) and am very happy in 
being able to say, they have proved to become 
good members of society, amongst them a 
Colonel in the army—Justice of the peace, major 
in the militia—member of the assembly—a Pres- 
ident of a Bank—and all respectable in their 


| several avocations. 


The under signed, has had the honor to have 


| been elected Town Clerk and Supervisor without 
name, that he was one of our hired men, who I | 


knowing his name was used—his name used with- 
out being consulted, & run for a State Senator, 
under the old form for 5 Senators to be chosen 
at one election. I believe those candidates were 
8 Col* & 2 Majors—but unsuccessful—refused a 
County Judge, was a Secretary & Treasure & Di- 
rector about 30 years in a Turnpike Company & 
resigned—a President of another Turnpike Co— 
a Bank Director one year & resigned—a petty 


State Officer 5 or 6 years—and had the honor & 


liberty to spend as much money as I pleased as a 
Delagate to Conventions, E. W. N & 8.—& with- 
out opposition, had the privalege of spending as 
much asI pleased, asa Militia Officer. Thisis a 
rough sketch of the Journal of life up to this, 
March 12” 1851. 

The following occurrence, ought to have been 
on page 3,* but was omited inadvertently : I was 
informed that the Officers had made arrangements. 
to meet General Washington, at Francis’s Tavern 
in the afternoon at the Corner of Duke (now Pearl) 
street & Broad Street, to take leave of him. 
When they all had assembled, the Gen! rose from 
his seat, & requested them to come in rotation to 





* This portion of the Manuscript is that what relates to 
the Evacuation of the City of New York, in 1788—page 
822, ante.—Eprror HistorioaL MaGazine. 
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him: General Knox being the highest in com- 
mand present, probably, commenced—they em- 
braced each other, shook hands, & return’d to his 
seat, & so in rotation, all in perfect silence! 
The General then left them & went on board of 
a Barge waiting for him at White-Hall ferry, to 
convey him to Elizabeth Town Point, on his way 
to Phil* or Boltimore, where Congress was in Ses- 
sion, to resign his Commission as Commander-in- 
chief of the Army of the United States of North 
America. It must have been a very solemn 
scene. It is remarkable that some Limner has 
never notice’d it, for must have been a fine sub- 
ject for the pencil. 

Now perhaps, not a soul of that patriotic army 
lives—,may the good effects of their achieve- 
ments, be felt throughout Christendom, & all na- 
tions enjoy liberty without licentiousness. 

In looking over the foregoing scroll, written 
in haste & by piecemeals from memory, & my 
reminiscences being deranged, which occasioned 
so many erasures & interlineations, that I have 
hesitated about parting with them—being often 
interrupted—I hope that you will excuse it.—but 
as it will be seen only by your ownself, & if it 
will afford you any amusement in a leasure mo- 
ment is all that can be expected by 

ANACHARSIS. 


APPENDIX. 


Whilst at Utica, Gen' Lincoln, one the United 
States Commissioners arrived there with 8 Bat- 
teaux, going to Prisque "Isle, in Pennsylvania to 
hold a Treaty with the Indians. There was but 
one Tavern in that place. My Trunk, contain- 
ing all the papers of the Land Company—it stood 
in the hall, & all the Baggage of the Commis- 
sioners were put in the same place. I had the 
honor to be introduced to him. When he was 
gone, I prepared to leave—my trunk was missing 
—the Land Lord conjectured that it was taken 
out with the Comm* baggage—I mounted my 
horse & headed the General in a turn in the Mo- 
hawk above Whistown & told him my errant in 
stopping him—he promptly stopt every Boat—& 
ordered a search—the Boatmen all swore that 
there was no other trunk but their.own—& thry- 
ed to get off so—the Gen told them that every 
boat should be unloaded before would be sat- 
isfied—that there was no contending—the ras- 
calls immediately took the trunk up out of the 
boat that the General sot in. 
lows a most severe lecture. 
it was a perfect theft. 

This General was taken Prisoner by Lord 
Cornwallis, when the British Captured Charles- 
ton §. C. and treated him ignominiously—When 
the British Army was captured by the American 
& French, at York-Town, Vir., General Wash- 
ington appointed this General Lincoln to receive 


Hist. Mac. Vou. VI. 22 


It was evident that 





He gave them fel- | 
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Lord Cornwallaces’ sword—what a noble retri- 
bution. 

Whilst this patriotic Gen' & I were sitting 
talking in the house, my hired man came to in- 
form that his Cart was out of order, he was just 
going to load up for the new settlement—the 
Gen! said to me, I will go with you to the ware 
house, & see what is out of order—he immedi- 
ately put the man ina way to fix his cart! I 
mention this trifling occurrence to shew the dif- 
ference between an American Major Gen' & a 
British Major Gen'! the latter would think him- 
self degraded ! 


Il.—THE THATCHER PAPERS.—Continvgp. 


SELECTED FROM THE PAPERS OF Hon. GEORGE 
THATCHER, AND COMMUNICATED BY CAPTAIN 
Wiiu1aM F. Goopwin, U.S. A. 


31,—From John Avery Jr. 


Boston, Feb’ 18" 1788 

DEAR SIR 

Your obliging Letter of the 34 Inst I received 
yesterday, and am much pleased to find that your 
Sentiments respecting the proposed Plan of Gov- 
ernment coincides with my own, and wish, sin- 
cerely wish that the Example of Mass‘ may be 
followed by all the States, and as you observe 
they stand so high in their Estimation I make no 
doubt they will meet with their Concurrence and 
that we shall have as perfect a System as can be 
made in this imperfect State—The Unanimity in 
the Convention would have been greater; but 
the fears of many operated so strongly on their 
Minds, or rather in my Opinion they were so 
powerfully impressed with Bugbears least these 
very Gentlemen delegated from among themselves 
should prove Rascals and rivit their chains ; there- 
fore they wished to reject the Constitution till 
proper amendments were made; indeed they 
would not run the hazard to trust any body of 
Men, however virtuous, least they should prove 
traitors—I told them, that if they were to choose 
the most abandoned Villains in the Common- 
wealth, which was not like to be the case, that 
they would not find one of them dare to act con- 
trary to the general Sentiments of the People— 
but there was no reasoning with some of these 
Geniuses; they came with a determination to re- 
ject the Constitution and it must be rejected 
right, or wrong, and I wish that their Conduct 
might meet with the Approbation of their own 
consciences : however there appears to be an 
overruling Providence in the Affair and I can’t 
but think that we shall be a great and flourishing 
People with common Pelee —I have, my 
friend, dreaded the Consequences of a rejection 
by this State, and had it have been the case, I 
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see no other alternative than the several States 
would have been disunited, the Minds of the 
People sowered, Anarch and Confusion have 
taken place and in the course of a few Years some 
despot would have ruled over us with a rod of 
Iron ; how ever these gloomy Apprehensions have 
vanished and I feel happy that this State have 
adopted the proposed System, and I feel pleased 
upon Reflection there was no greater majority in 
favour of it; as it will prevent many groundless 
jealousy taking Place in the Minds of our South- 
ern Brethren; for had the people of this State 
been united in the Measure perhaps they would 
have said that it was because that this State ex- 
pected to reap greater advantages that the other 
States in the carrying trade &c (and there is an- 
other Reason I have that it will convince the 
Congress of the necessity agreeing to these 
Amendments proposed, or something lixe them to 
quiet the Minds of the People) and as there was 
was so fair and so generous a discussion of the 
Subject I think there apprehensions must be re- 
moved—His Excellency has done himself great 
Honor in his proposing the Amendments as they 
have greatly tended to reconcile all parties and 
dissipated many Evils from the Minds of many— 
he came out, after a painfull Illness to the great 
Hazard of his Life and he has received no disad- 
vantage from it and I know he must feel happy 
upon the Reflection of having done so much 
good—and if Massachusetts has that influence, 
you are pleased to suggest, the adoption of it by 
this State will lay a foundation for a good effic- 
ient Government and that we shall live in Peace 
happiness and safety for a long time yet to come 
till dissipation and Ignorance be come the pre- 
vailing disposition of the People: butt while the 
States pay attention to instruct the Youth as they 
grew up and set good Examples of Morality be- 
fore them and impress upon their Minds a Spirit 
of Industry, we shall have every blessing to at- 
tend us—We have every thing among ourselves 
to render us a happy People and to make us 
more happy I wish that the several States may 
lay aside all local prejudices and contracted 
Ideas— 

I am greatly pleased with your Information 
that some of the most powerfull opposers to the 
federal Constitution in the other States have al- 
tered their sentiments—they have done them- 
selves honor and hope they will be greatly instru- 
mental to its adoption; and indeed every good 
man must feel happy in promoting the General 


Good 


* * * o* * 
Your friend & hum! Serv‘ 
JoHn AVERY JUNR. 
Hon! GkorGE THATCHER Esq 





382.—From Joseph Crocker. 


Boston, Feb" 13" 1788 
Dear Sir, 

I most sincerely congratulate you on the adop- 
tion & ratification of the new Constitution in 
this State, & trust, you will join me in most cor- 
dial Thanks to those of our political Fathers 
who have exerted themselves to the utmost in 
behalf of those who wish for Righteousness to 
be established by Law, & that we may no longer 
remain a dirision among the Nations of the 
Earth. 

* * iN os * 
I am Sir your sincere Friend & 
Servant 
JOSEPH CROCKER 
Hons'* Gro. THATCHER 


[Addressed :} 
Boston 
Honorable GEorGE THATCHER Esq’ 
New York 


33.—From Silas Lee. 


BippEForD 14 Feby 1788 

My Dear UNCLE 

As antifederal as you may think me, I can 
sincerely congratulate you on the adoption of the 
N. Constitution in this Commonwealth—-It has 
ever been, as it now is, my opinion, that that is 
the safest of the Alternatives—Notwithstanding 
I have great doubts whether the Liberties of the 
people are not exceedingly endagered by it—and 
the Idea of an amendment, together with the 
further consideration that something Must im- 
mediately be done, & that this Country can 
scarcely be in a worse situation, are far the great- 
est arguments in my mind to Justify its ratifica- 
tion. From what you have heretofore wrote me, 
I have been led to think that you saw no imper- 
fection at all, in the plan, & that you espoused 
its adoption, not with the violence & implaca- 
bility of a partizan, who condemns every man to 
the stake, or halter, that is not of his colour; 
that I knew was impossible, but rather, with the 
resolute warmth of an honest Man, who was 
possitive that he was right—and I confess to 
you that I feel not a little flattered to find from 
your last letter, that my Sentiments have not been 
wholly opposed to yours—& that you seem to 
think it wants amendments—which I hope will 
immediately be taken into Consideration—But I 
hope the precedent of the late federal Conven- 
tion will not be followed by the next that may 
be appointed ; viz instead of revising or amend- 
ing this in certain parts, which may be found in- 
convenient, they will not with one Stroke wipe 
the whole away, as was the fate of the old Con- 
federation, & propose a new one; but on the 
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contrary provide a remedy for the inconvenien- | 
cies felt, without interfering with or altering the | 
advantages already experienced—But, altho you | 
say, that ‘‘it will ever be as easy to alter & | 
‘*amend, as it can be to form another, if not 
** more so,”” you seem to think, by what follows, | 
that every General Convention will propose a 
plan of their own—-notwithstanding, I suppose 
you must mean, their commission impowers them 
only to amend—This I have ever understood was 
the fact in the late federal convention But altho 
compossd of the first characters in the Continent | 
I, by no means, think it the less unwarrantable 
on that account—when Officers throw aside their 
commissions, or Servants their orders, then the 
liberties cf the people depend entirely upon the 
humour of the one, & the property of the Mas- 
ter on the uncertain conduct of the other, which 
may be good or bad as the disposition of the 
agent may happen to be—& then indeed all 
Laws or rules are wholly aflut But as to 
the Constitution, it is established in this State & 
I doubt not but it will soon be through out the 
whole—I shall therefore find no more fault with 
it, but rather examine & enquire into it for the 
sake of information—hoping that it will prove 
to be not only the best in the world, but also 
that the people will be perfectly happy under ; 
it—In a former letter I mentioned M' Wilson— 
I believe I was wrong then, in part at least. At 
another time I may explain myself—I differ so | 
far from the opinions of your friends with you, | 
respecting the Opposition in this State, that on | 
the contrary, I am surprised at the struggle that | 
was made—I think Most of the Opposers have 
done honour to their places, both by the inge- | 
nuity of some of their arguments, & the liberality | 


of their Conduct after the decission 
* * 


*” * * 


Iam yours My Dear Uncle 
most affectionately 
8S. LEE 


{Addressed :} 
Hon?'* GrorGe THATCHER Esq’ 
Member of Congress 
New York 


. 


84.—From Samuel Phillips Savage. 


Weston 17 Feb 1788 
Dear Sie. 
* * * 


* *” 


I have now the pleasure of. congratulating 
you on the adoption of the new federal Govern- 
ment, it was obtained by a very small Majority 
considering the pains taken by those in its favour. 
most of the leading Opponents did themselves 
honour when they found the yeas had prevail- 
ed, but your friend Tompson (of Topsham) had 
entered too deeply into the Opposition, to think 
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he might be mistaken. The General would, in 
my Opinion make a better hand to lead on a 
forlorn hope; than to engage a Bowdoin, a 
Parsons or a King ina Cabinet of Councellors, 
his Zeal, to render it efficatious needs the Addi- 
tion of good Sense, Learing & prudence 

Pray does all parts of Parade of the Convention 
strixe you with Equal pleasure? ——I have 
not heard one word from N Hampshire since 
their Convention Sat, but as the Same Spirit 
prevails in the the Western parts of that State 
I am apt to think their procvedings will be Slow 
and their Majority, (if acepted) but Small. 

Your Observations on the Cause why so few 
States are represented in Congress, are just, I 
rather wonder, all things considered, why there 
are so many do it, considering the Expence and 
the Inefficacy of the Doings, and was it not for 
their Connections w” the Nations in Union with 
us, I believe there would be no Congress,— 
Would to God nine States may adopt the new 
Government, and then, & not till then, do I ex- 
pect to See better times. 

* * 


* * 


* 

Pray does not national Securities rise in pro- 
portion as States join the federal Constitution ? 
All the little Interest I have is in publick Securities, 
& altho I have been frequently advised to part 
with them, I have hitherto kept them, in hopes- 
that it would again be in Vogue for States to be 
as honest, as it is fit individuals should. 

believe me Y* Fr* Affec” 
Sam Pups Savace 
{ Addressed :] 


FREE 
Hon! GrorGE THATCHER Esquire 
Congress : 
New York 


35.—From Nathaniel Barrell 


York 20% Feby 1788 
My GooD FRIEND 
Major Nason delivered me your two last 
favors of 27% & 28" ultimo, the day after the 
Great, the Important, Question was decided— 


| and tho I blush to think of the trouble I have 


given you on this subject, yet I am pleased— 


| much gratified, to find we at last agree in senti- 


ment on the matter, and that I have this further 
information of your attachment. 

Your friend, our Eastern Cicero, will give 
you more perfectly the perticulars of the Con- 
vention, than this little instrum‘in my hand is 
capable off—and save me the pain of exposein 
my folly—he can tell you with what zeal 
push'd the opposition, till powerful reason 
flash’d conviction on my mind, and bore down 
all before it, in spite of the almost invincible 
resistance of deep rqoted prejudice. ——— 
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I recolect with pleasure the Candour which 
appear’d in your conduct at the period you point 
at, where Whigg & Torry ran so high; and tho 
at that time I was branded with the opprobrious 
epithet of the one, my soul rejected the charge 
knowing there never was a time since I have 
been able to wield the Sword that I would not 
cheerfully expose my life in defence of my 
Country. but my friend tho there be no other 
reward for this, then what springs from the con- 
sciousness of the action, I can assure you I place 
as first among the most meritorious acts of my 
life, my assent to the federal Constitution, not- 
withstanding I see serious consequences attend- 
ant on it and that by thus doing I create in this 


town (at least) temporary enemies, of those I | 
considered two months since as disinterested | 


friends.—there are various sorts of opposers to 
this system; and all them dangerous.—some 
wish to be under a British Government, which 
if this takes place, they can have no chance 
for—some were ill treated torrys and are now 
ready to sacrifice all for revenge others are 
more in debt than they have property to dis- 
charge, and fear they shall not have paper 
money to cheat their creditors with—some are in 
debt, & tho they have property to pay, yet the 
fear of tender acts ceasing, cuts off their hopes— 
while some honest —- minds, whome my 
soul pitys, become dupes to the above group, 
who persuade them that their libertys are in 
danger, and they will be made Slaves of others 
there are who wish for power in the persons of 
representatives, and join all there as the surest 
channel to obtain their ends—aside from all 


these are not a few of those Insurgents, who- 


have neither property nor principle, consequent- 
ly want no Government but that Anarchy which 
may in its confusion give them a chance of shar- 
ing all property amongst them—this lesson I 
have learnt by being in the minority, when I 
was oblig’d to mix w" aset of the most unprin- 


cipled ef men—all these worthys are united in | 


sparing no paits to influence the minds of all, 
and persu 
selves do not—that the proposed amendments 
will not take place & should this be as they 
wish—lI dread the consequence perhaps little short 
of a revolution may take place—as such decep- 


tions will not be easily swallowed—I feel for my- | 


self—there is a Something which whispers within 
that tho more than fifty five years has silvered 
my head, I should be one of the first that would 
sound the alarm, and call to Arms—may Heaven 
prevent it ! F 

Now my dear Sir, as I like your words and 
the order in which they are placed, much better 
than any my mind can furnish—I beg leave to 
return them as my own begining with ‘‘I was 
‘‘honord with your acquaintance in the year 


e me to believe what they them- | 
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‘*eighty "—and ending w” ‘‘ when we are to 
‘* gether I shall not trouble myself with his God, 
‘‘nor his Government, any further than is 
‘*agreable, and becomes necessary to keep up 
‘*social and instructive conversation.” 
Iam joined by your friend, my better self, 
and our circle the prating Girls 
Your friend & hum?! Servant 
Natut BARRELL 
[ Addressed :} 
PorRTSMOUTH 
February 26. 
The Honourable 
GEORGE THATCHER EsQe 
Member of Congress, 
New York. 


36.—From Silas Lee. 


BIDDEFORD 224 Feb’ 1788 


My Dear UNCLE 
* % 


* * * 


I have ever wondered that there should not 
happen to be some few, one or two at least, men 
of abilities among the Anti federal—but I have 
been much more astonished at the opposition 
that was made against the Combined force of the 
whole body of the literati in the State— which 
opposition, I fancy, will operate exceedingly in 
favour of the Constitution, when connected with 
the Conduct of the opposers after the descision, 
as undoubtedly it will—Many who were opposed 
before, now say it has had a fair examination 
(whether true or not, I will not pretend to say) 
& been carried by a Majority, by whom they are 
ever willing to be governed. 

You enquire about Seperation—very little is 
said—the business of the late Convention has 
engrossed the whole attention of every partisan 
in politicks, ———-— 

Hampshire Convention is now Sitting the 
friends to the Constitution are very anxious — the 
Majority at present being against it—Some say it 
will go down, others that it will not—A Col 
Peabody is said to be busy against it—and a 
Lawyer from number four, whose I could 
not learn—- 

Yours My D' Uncle 
From 8. LEE. 


87.--From Samuel Nayson 


My Dear Frienp (or is this only a Compliment 
you may depend upon it it is not with me) in 
my last a momen" befor. I left Boston I in- 
form’ you that the New plan of Government 
was adopted by a Small Majority of only nine- 
teen my Name beaing in the Smallest Number if 
their isany Pleasuer in Beaing in the Minority on 
Such Greate Questions I have it first in Contem- 
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plating that I have done my duty, and in Re- 
ceiving the thanks of my fellow Citizens through 
the Countery when I Arrived att the County of 
York I Received in General the Thanks of all 
I Mett, while our Friend Bar’el (for Such I yet 
Esteem him) was much Abused how far the 
Town will Carry their Resentment I Cannot Say 
I Strove as much as in me Lay to keep down 
the Sperite of the people and I hope that they 
will not hurt his person or his property he did 
not Return with me So that I Cannot Give any 
Account of him but he was Much to Blam I 
think not for his Voting but for Striving to En- 
flame the Minds of the Town and County against 
the then proposed Plan and by that means Got 
himself Elected to go to Boston as the Plan 
is now Adopted I make no doubt but the East- 
ward parts who have Ever been uniform in 
Support of Government will bes Still and I 
have not the Least doubt that when Call¢ upon | 
will Turn out Even to support this New plan | 
when many who now appears forward will 
Scrink back for my Part I Exp't to be like the 
Nicher of Bray that is Set who will be King I) 
hope to be looked upon a Good Sugect that is I} 
mean by my Conduct to Declare it to the World | 
I hope that we Shall Continue Peacable and | 
Try this New Constitution and allso hope I Shall | 
be Agreeably Supprised by finding it to turn | 
out forthe Best I am now just Setting out for 
Boston to attend the Generall Court My Polliti- 
cal day is Just at an End for the Toun of San- 
ford is so poor I cannot Recomend it to them 
to Send any Member Next Year as you know 
they must Pay the Cost of Sending However my 
own Toun with others have offered to Assit to 
Send me again but I Cannot yet Say if I was 
Chosen whither I Should attend I have lately 
thought I would not and it not for any reason 
that I have as to the Administration or that I 
do not like the Life but I feel the want of a 
proper Education I feel my Self So Small on 
many occations that I all most Scrink into Noth- 
ing Besides I am often obliged to Borrow from 
Gentleman that had advantages which I have 
not this to a Greater Soul you must know is 
Such a Burden that Cannot bour but why 
Should apply to you for you Never had the Ex- 

riance Beaing Blessed with what I want— 
ut to Return as it will be uncertain whether I 
shall be at the Next Election I do now Entend 
to do my Best to fix my Friend Thatcher and 
allso my Friend Oetis whom I esteem as u Honest 
man which one is the Greatis Charitcher this 
year you know is Borrowed from Pope you 
know there must be one Choice under the Old | 
Constitution. 

Newhampshire Convention is Setting and I 
hear it is with them as it was with us the 
Country Members Mostely against the Traiding 
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Towns for it how it will Turn I cannot tell hope- 
for the best-—-— 


* * * 


Your Sincere Friend 
& Hum Ser’* 
Samt Nayson 


* * 


SanForD Feb’ 26 1788 
Hon’'* Geo THATCHER Esq? 
New York 


88.—From Jeremiah Hill. 


BIDDEFORD Feb’ 
My DEAR FRIEND, 

I can with a good deal of Pleasure anticipate 
the glory of this young Empire, dedicated to the 
fair Godess of Liberty, a friend to his Country 
when he sees a fair prospect of its increase in 
Honor & happiness anticipates the future Grand- 
eur naturally resulting to itsinhabitants from a 
well ordered Government. the same as we 
fond parents do the fair healthy promising boy 
rising to maturity—I am daily making Calcula- 
tions for the United States to be adorned with 
her new wedding Suit. I will give you a short 
account of my Calculations. by the first of April 
next the present Congress will receive Official In- 
telligence of nine States having adopted the 
new Constitution, they will then make the proper 
Arrangements for sending Official orders to the 
several States who have adopted it, to make the 
resiquite Elections for organizing the new Con- 
gress—_tho’ they wont send out these orders untill 
every State in the Union has had the Constitu- 
tion under debate and has either adopted or 
rejected it, if they mean to as either having made 
those necessary preresiquites Congress will ad- 
journ leaving a Committee in the inter regnum to 
manage such matters & things as may be neces- 
sary during that time, as the present Confedera- 
tion authorises. then I shall expect to see my old 
friend again: I have made these Calculations to 
M'ss Thatcher I assure you they were not disagree- 
able to her. * . ’ ° - 

To return the severai States will receive these 
official orders by the first of August and by the 
first of October will have compleated the differ- 
ent elections, then the present Congress will all 
return to induct the new Congress agreeable to 
the Constitution, then I hope we shall all see and 
enjoy those Halcyon days which has been so long 
prognosticated, when the Lincolnians and Shays- 
ites shall lie down together, beat their swords 
into plow-shares and their spears into pruning- 
hooks & learn Insurgency no more. then peace 
& good order shall invade this Asylum of Liberty 
where every one shall set in his Orchard in the 
Summer, & by his own fire in the winter, and 
there shall be nothing to make us afraid, only the 
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rod of Correction which shall slay the wicked and 
ungodly, who shall presume to trample on its 
laws or violate its Council. I made these calcu- 
lations previous to seeing your Letter to brother 
Lee of the 10" inst, which he has favored me 
with the perusal of—by that Letter I fear nine 
States won’t have acted upon the new Constitu- 
tion according to my Calculation. 


comparison of the great whole as a mote in the 
great Luminary of Heaven— 
* - * * * * + * 
I am your 
friend thro all the changing sceanes of time & 
most obedient 
hum? Serv‘ 
JERE HILL 
[Addressed :} 
PoRTSMOUTH 
February 26 
Hon. GeorGr THATCHER Esquire 
Member of Congress 
New York 


89.—From Jeremiah Hill. 
BIDDEFORD Feb’ 28, 1788 


Dear Sir, 
. 


* * . * 


the adoption of the new Constitution by the | 
Massachusetts has I think cemented the parties | 


together rather than stired up new Animosities. 
the federal party has taken and are taking every 
measure to promote & encourage Peace Union & 
Harmony by paying particular Attention to the 
Antis especially those of any Influence, which 
they appear reciprocally fond of encouraging, 
very few exceptions, Gen. Thompson did not re- 
turn home after the Convention dissolved as the 
Gen! Court was to set in 12 or 14 days & it is ru- 
moured that he has been very noisy during that 
time, but he took a Tour into the western Coun- 
ties and they say further that he made it in his 
way to call & see the Newhampshire Convention 
to stir up what Strife he could there, this Conven- 
tion has adjourned to sometime in June next 
One Reason which I have heard offered for the 
adjournment, and which I think is probable was 
this, several members who had Instructions posi- 
tively tou vote against it, upon hearing it discuss- 


ed were in heart in favor of it, but unwilling to | 


vote against such Instructions Joined the party 
for adjournment in order to use their Influence 
with their Constituants for different Instructions, 
Brother Widgery call’d on me last evening in his 
way to Boston he tells me they are very easy & 
quiet in the circle of his Acquaintance. M* 
Cutts of Berwick & our frieud Nason is a little 
noisy about it, but.I believe they are only airy 
puffs blown out occasionally, perhaps to serve a 


| what shall I say next ? 
| news of the day, a young Oobdbdite arrived into 
However, a | 
month or so in the great Scale will be but in | 
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particular purpose, that is, it is whispered about 
that he, Nason, is making Interest for a Seat in 
the Senate the ensuing Year, & perhaps Cutts is 
aspare Trumpet, these things are severally com- 
mitted to a friend what shall I say more or rather 
Why, I will tell you the 


town last night but instead of Bena & Pully, it 
has a full set of propria gua maribus all cleverly 
doubtless you remember the Minority in the Mas- 
sachusetts Convention consisted of 168 Members 
106 of whom belonged to the three western 
Counties which were in Opposition to Govern- 
ment the last year, and I am informed that the 


| chief Opposers in the New Hampshire Conven- 


tion were of the same Clan, that is belonged to 
the Circle that arose last year to oppose the Gen! 
Court of that State, what a pity it is that such 
desperadoes should be permitted to infest civil 
Society ? or rather what a pity it is that civil So- 
ciety can not be so well established as to prevent 
such obnoxious beings from shewing their Spite 
to the well disposed However we must like the 
industrious bee suck honey from every obnoxi- 
ous weed — 
I am Dear, Sir, 
Your friend & 
Most Obedient 
Hum’ Servant 
JERE HILL 
Hon. GrorGE THATCHER Esq'— 


[ Addressed :) 
PorTSsMOUTH 
March 4 
Hon. GrorGE THATCHER Esquire 
Member of Congress— 
New York 


40.—From Thomas B. Wait. 


PORTLAND, Feb’, 29, 1788 

My DEAR THATCHER 

In your last Letter to Brother Silal you inquire 
concerning our Separation from Massachusetts— 
I do not know how your Biddeford correspond- 
ent will answer the interrogation-—Nor do I care 
—I am determined to say something about it 

The vastness of the object that has, since your 
departure attracted the public mind hath left not 
acrack or crevice for the territory of Sagada- 
hock —— But when the general agitation occa- 
sioned by any Phenominon shall subside, then 
will an opportunity offer to contemplate its 
effects 

The adoption of the proposed national Consti- 
tution, which I now begin to look upon as cer- 
tain, will alter the opinion of our Boston 
Brethren instead of opposing, they will 
assuridly advocate our Separation—So will every 
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man on this side of Philadelphia.— The ac- 
quisition of two Senators in the northern interest, 
will be considered as an object of magnitude— 
The independence of Vermont will, also, on on 
the same principles, be contended for—and ob- 
tained. ‘What say you ? 

T have actually written my vote for the Govern- 
our of Main; but it is for a man who I am 
very certain you would not vote for. 

I think you have written to, and received Let- 
ters from Gen' Thompson Do for God’s 
sake write him once more—he conducts is if the 
Devil had possessed him. His opposition to the 
New Constitution continues.— When he left 
Boston, his last words were—TI will throw the 
State into Confusion— It is true, these were 

eat. swelling words; but he may do a great 

eal of mischief.— Can not you contrive a let- 
ter that will do him good ?— For I do not be- 
lieve Thompson to be a man of a bad heart— 
Should you tell him that the Constitution with 
the proposed amendments, which will certainly 
take place, will operate less injuriously than 
many suppose—that other amendments if found 
necessary will certainly take place—that you ad- 
mire the submissive conduct of the minority &. 
&*—(richly interlarding the whole with Repub- 
licanism)—something of this kind migh be ser- 

viceable. 
Yours— Drcrator. 

{Endorsed :) 
Tuo B. Wart 
29. Feby— 1788 


41.—From D. Sewell. 


Boston 4 march 1788 Tuesday 

DeEaR Sir 

Yours of the 9“ and 24 ultimo came to 
hand yesterday. the former after having Trav- 
elled to York, and the latter with the Paper con- 
taining m' Adams Letter and several Anti federal 
remarks, some of Which I think are destitute of 
‘any foundation—and in especial manner the par- 


agraff respecting the Province of Mayne Mem- | 


bers in our Convention. Who are said in this 
Paragraff to have been gained over by a promise 
of a Seperation. no such thing, for the Persons 
that have been Sticklers for this Separation Voted 
in opposition—and tis the first time I ever heard 
of the Suggestion, so that your observation of 
its being a truly Antifederal Paper I think fully 
Verified and that the propagation of untruths, 
area needfull Support of the cause it means to 
‘fortify. I was mistaken in my last respecting 
‘N. Hamp. but it is Suggisted that the Pillar will 
rise there after having Seasoned a littl—* * * 

—The Printers here have really mended the 
diction and some of the Sentiments of A. federal 
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Speakers If I may Credit some members of the 
Convention as well as some of the Spectators 
General T—— you may suppose for one—The 
Speakers on that Side in General were really Con- 
temptible in every Sence indeed some of them had 
Speaches made out of Doors which they read, 
but read & pronounced in an awkward man- 
ner—Who fabricated M' N. last Speech I am un- 
certain—one thing I am satisfied of, he never 
made it himself not that I conceive it an Elegant 
one 
Your hum! Ser. 
D SEWALL 
m* THACHER. 


[Addressed :} 
Boston 
Hon?'* GzorcE THATCHER Esq" 
City of 
New York 


42.—From Silas Lee. 


BrppEFrorpD 29" Feb” 1788 
My Dear UNCLE 
* * * *” + * 

As to the Constitution, it is fixed— I have 
already congratulated you upon that matter.— 
If I have had doubts respecting the security of 
the Liberties of the people under it, I am by no 
means against it—nor have I ever been—The. Ar- 
guments made use of in our late Convention, 
have removed almost every doubt or difficulty 
from my mind——But for the sake of further in- 
formation, I shall make some observations upon 
two or three parts of your letter by the next post 
-—as your letter did not arrive till Yesterday, & 
the post returns this forenoon, I have not time to 
do it this week— 

* * * * * . 
I am My Dear Uncle 
Your very obliged & Sincere 
Frit & Humble Ser’t 
Smas LEE 
[ Addressed :} 
PORTSMOUTH 
March 4 
Hon'* GrorGE THATCHER, Esq’ 
Member of Congress 
New York 


48.—From Jeremiah Hill. 
BIDDEFORD March 6" 1788 


MY DEAR SIR, 
* 


* * * 


You say that you are convinced of your 
former Error respecting two or three branches in 
legislation, when any voluntarily acknowledges 
an Error it is a sure index of an open mind and 
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in politicks of a diligent inquirer, for nothing 
will make a man a great Politician but a thorough 
examination into humane Nature, the rise and 
progress of different States and like wise and 
prudent navigators set up perches on every Rock 
& quick sand where others have struck, split & 
totally sunk—while Man is Man Self will be a 
darling favorite, and when new States are form- 
ing every one who have Ideas of Selfishness, (and 
if a man has nothing of that it is a sure mark he 
don’t deserve any thing) will be planing for one 
at least and if he can plan in an honest way so 
as take care of one, he must sustain the character 
of a good Citizen, and ought to be encouraged 
according to his Abilities, for if he dont take care 
for himself and those of his own household how 
can the State expect he will take Care for them— 
the Conversation respecting the new Constitution 
is chiefly subsided. I believe the people in gen- 
eral are satisfied in favor of its adoption. Esq‘ 
Staple you know is a mighty Christian he says it 
is for the best for the Powers that be are ordained 
of God and he that resisteth the ordinance must 
receive a dreadful Sentence, therefore he submits 
not only for wrath but also for Conscience sake. 
You seem to predict the destruction of the State 
debts or rather what we call state securities I 
have been fully convinced of that doctrine ever 
since I first went to the general Court You say 
the impost & Excise at present does not exceed a 


Million Dollars a year, how do you mean ; thro’ 
the united States? does all the States have excise 
Laws & if they have do they operate in that uni- 
formity they would if there were a Chain of Con 
tinental revenue Officers under the general System 
from Florida to Nova-Scotia where all smugling 
from State to State will be prevented which it is 


now almost impossible to do. I never was very 
famous in Castle building, therefore never have 
apm for those great matters taking place un- 
er the new Constitution, however I dare predict 
it will be better than it is at present under the old 
rack which we are now sinking on. a general 
System of Revenue Laws put in opperation thro* 
the united States will be twenty per Cent more 
in the Treasury than it now is, with the same 
duties on every Article only think how easy it is 
to smuggle from Rhode Island to the adjacent 
State, as also from New hampshire & & which 
upon a general System will be prevented— 
* * * * * 
Yours 
JERE Hi. 
Hen. G THatcHER— 
Addr essed :| 
PoRTSMOUTH 
Marca 10 
Hon. GrorGE THATCHER Esquire 
member of Congress 
New YorkK 
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44.—From Samuel Phillips Savage. + 


Weston, 7 March, 1788. 

My DEAR Sir 

The little I have in the World, is in con- 
solidated, or what is called consolidated, Notes 
of this Government, Loan Office Certificates and 
Soldiers final Settlements of all which, I never 
bought one, and a person witha thousand pounds, 
nominal value, in his pocket, may be carried to- 
a Goal for a Debt he owes the Government, the 
united States, or even a private person of one- 
quarter of the Sum, altho they were given for 
money lent or Service done—Is it in the least 
probable the debt will ever be paid? or is there 
reason to hope the Sum will be funded and an 
Interest annually be paid thereon? If the latter, 
it is perhaps as much as the Creditors of Govern* 
can at present expect, and, if punctuality ob- 
served in payment, it may be as much as they 
ever wish for: for altho every body is clamor- 
ing, yet all are convinced, it is not, at present in 
the power of Government to pay the principal, 
while few, very few believe that the Int* might 
not be discharged asit arises. I have somewhere 
met with that wise Saying, ‘‘ This ought ye to 
‘* have done and not leave the other undone.” it 
is undoubtedly right that the Interest of these 
large sums, so generous!y lent us by France & 
& should be punctually paid, but to what cause 
can it be assigned that the poor Soldier, who 
stood between us and bullets wing’ with Death, 
should be turn’ off with his Ins‘ once in 3 or 4 


| years, & then paid in paper, which he sells for 


8/7 or 4/7 in the pound.— 

Every thinking man laments the want of En- 
ergy in your Body, and the mighty Clamor & 
Opposition to the new Government arises chiefly 
from the Enimies of all good Governm" who 
wish it ever may remain so, let the pretentions be 
what they may, thisis the sole, bottom and only 
reason for the Opposition with them—some there 
be, who really act conscientiously and if any 
fault there be in them, it lays not in their hearts. 
—the political Creed of the former is that as the 
Earth was given to the Children of Men, & that 
every man ought to go Share and Share alike, let 
the Industry, Services or Merit of some be what 
it may: this Creed I believe is not confined only 
to the Northern States, it seems at present to be 
too much the temper of the idle, the lazy and the 
Debtors throughout all the States, and I fear un- 
less there be more energy in Goy*‘ than there is at 
present it will ere long be the sine qua non of 
every one whose election is made sure among 
us. ——blessed times these! when a Sharp or some 
other daring, desperate and enterprising Genius, 
may, with less trouble take the reins of Governt— 
than a Cromwell 

I said above there were two Sorts of men, who 
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opposed the adoption of the of the new Governm! 
—does not the Conduct of N Hampshire prove 
there are others—think you not, that selfish mo- 
tives influenced some, from the hope of Com- 
merce being forced to their ports by the whol- 
some Duties that will (if the Constitution be 
adoptd) undoubtedly be laid by Congress on 
those States who do adopt it. It is the narrow 
contracted Spirit that has led us on thus far to 
distruction, and which if pursued, will seal our 
political rising.— . * ns 
Affectionately Yours— 
Sam Pups SAVAGE 

[Addressed ;] 


FREE 
Hon?! GrorcE THATCHER Esquire 
Congress 


# post—— New York 


45.—-From John Avery, Junior. 
Boston March 10* 1788, 


* * * * * 


a I am exceeding glad, 
that the proceedings of the Convention meets 
with your approbation, and am in hopes, it will 
terminate well; the minority have discovered, 
as you justly observe, a magnanimous Temper, 
& they have acted, as far as I have heard from 
the several Towns, with the same good Spirit, 
and the People appear to acquiesce in the de- 


cission of the important Question; but there are | 


some in our general Court that seem to wish still 
to shew their dissaprobation, and when the Gov- 
ernour addressed them upon the Subject of the 
adoption af the federal Constitution, they took 
the opportunity of considering the matter again 
seriously and wanted the Court to answer the 
Governour, that they differed from him in Opin- 
ion; but it was overruled, and the Matter has 
subsided—but there are some crochical Geniuses 
in our State that never will be easy, and its\very 
difficult sometimes to find out the Motives |\that 
actuate them—I communicated part of your \Let- 
ter to our friends Wigery & Nason, that related 
to them, and they were much pleased with your 
observations—and by the way M" Wigery said he 
had wrote you, and seemed to be rather uneasy 
that you had not answered it-—-M" Nason said he 
had also wrote you lately that he had seen no 
Reason to recant his Opinion, he and I only dif- 
fer in the Mode—he wanted the Constitution to 
be adopted conditionally which in my opinion 
would have damned the Constitution and I told 
him Yesterday that I made no doubt, as the In- 
fluence of this State was great in the Union, that 
we should be perfectly satisfied by and by-—- * 
* ° Your friend & hum! Servt 
JOHN AVERY JUN® 
Hon! GrorGE THATCHER Esq' 
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[ Addressed :] 
Hopble GrorGE THACHER Esq' 
Member of Congress 
New York. 


46.—From William Widgery. 


Boston March 16" 1788 
Dear Sir 
I received yours of March 5 where in yow 
inform me what the federalists and Anti federal- 
ists say respecting the New Constitution in Stead 
of Sending me your Opinion respecting the Mat- 
ter, I am there fore in stead of having your good 
Opinion on the matter, Left to form one for my 
Self which I hope will not be the Case when I 
shall have the pleasure of reading your Next, 
for I confes I am as modern a federalist as you 
or your Brother Otis, I can say but Little to you 
respecting the province of Maive, I heare that 
Judge Rice & m' Silvester when they went home 
had but a kule reception on account of their Votes 
at Convention—but the People in that Quarter 
are in general very quiet. 
* * * * * 
Sir I am with Sentiments of Respect 
Your friend humble Servant 
WILtiAM WIDGERY 
Hon?! GzorGE THATCHER Esq 
[Addressed :} 
Boston (19 MR) 
Hon?'* GroreE THatcuER Delegate from 
Massachusetts now at New York 


47.—From Samuel A. Otis. 
New York 18 March 1788 


My Dear Sir 
7 o* * *~ * 


I think I have not written you since the 
accession of Maryland to the new System—The 
accounts are favorable from the South and unless. 
Virginia does, I hardly apprehend a negative: 
from the Southern States. 

Gore is here & goes for Philadelphia to mor- 
row—He is going to lay hold of some of our 
great ones, and will mak O —TI dance to the 
music of £3700—sub rosa—King & other friends 
frequently ask after you, But I dont let them 
know I have but once heard from you. 

After several applications to Greenleaf he has- 
paid me ten pounds & 114 currency which wants. 
your order. It was paid in paper and the differ- 
ence between that & Specie is about seven pr 
Cent. 

In Congress we go on with seven States as 
usual, but I think nine are like to be upon the 
floor this week--The most deficient State is New 
York, which is very extraordinary. There is @ 
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Doct' Williamson arived who seems to have got 
with him from N° Carolina a quantum of self 
consequence. Kentucki business I think must 
unavoidably be agitated this week—Brown who 
by the way improves upon acquaintance is inces- 
‘sant in his application. The New England mem- 
‘bers with certainly be in opposition—King tell 
me we are not empewered in his opinion, and if 
we were it is extremely improper in the present 
‘State of affairs. 

I find it is 'the general opinion that the New 
wheel will revolye—N Carolina, our pompous 
brother Williamson thinks there will be no fear 
of, nor perhaps will there be of 8 C, and Vir- 
ginia with all stateliness, will be very unwilling 
to stand alone; For N York will accede with 
the worst possible grace, I think she will be bul- 
‘lied into it.—— 

I think the people of Massachusetts, by what 


‘I have heard of their electioys, are in a state | 


-of tollerable union & tranquility—This rejoices 
me, because N England united, will forever coun- 
iterpoise-any cabals & manceuvres of the South. 
* * * * * 
Yours very truly 
Sam A Otis 
20% May 
‘So great a favor as yours of 9" can by no 
‘means pass unnoticed. Iam glad you found all 
‘things well in Massachusetts. I think their elec- 
‘tions shew they are in pretty good Temper. I 
am doubtful how it will go with Lincoln—Coch- 
wan & Gale were out of the question in the other 
‘days uproar, whether the were fortunate en° not 
‘to discover themselves or really innocent, is not 
easily to be determined. They however escaped 
censure 
* * * * * 
Your most Hum! Sert 


Sam A Or!s 
[Addressed :) 


New York May FREE 


Sam A Otis 
The Hon?'* 


GroRGE THACHER Esq" 
Biddeford 
Massachusetts 


48.—From Silas Lee. 
BIDDEFORD 20 March 1788 


My Dear UncLE 
* * 


* x ~ 

‘We have no News of any kind— 
Seperation, & Constitution seemed to have en- 
tirely subsided—the former for the want of 
Scribblers—the latter from its having been decid- 
ed—Thus at present we seem to be at peace— 
Many who have been much opposed to the Con- 
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stitution are become warm advocates for it—a 
circumstance that will ever afford pleasure to 
every Friend to good Government—In my last 
letter you say, if our situation, which is admit- 
ted to be very deplorable & not to be worsted, is 
the greatest reason to Justify its adoption, it 
might be thought to be very bad indeed—per- 
haps not—there may be many good reasons 
besides, I think, & yet that the greatest—yes, far 
the greatest—indeed, I think, that that argu- 
ment alone is unanswerable & sufficient, when we 
consider that the worst of Governments is better 
than none--and that our situation was such, that 
we might have had this, or none—The old Arti- 
cles of Confederation were found totally inade- 
quate to the purposes, & therefore very little or 
no better than nothing at all—and principally 
for the want of energy or power in the federal 
Head—the proposed Gov‘ remedies that evil, but 
as one extreme generally follows another, so it is 
said, that this Constitution errs on the other side 
—but as anarchy & Confusion, nay perhaps a 
total dissolution of the States, would probably 
be the consequence of a continuance in our pre- 
sent situation, (than which state of confusion, 
nothing ought to be more avoided) & as that Con- 
stitution would probably afford immediate re- 
lief, & if prudently amended, would undoubted- 
ly be productive of great & lasting happiness ; 
wisdom and Self preservation would indubitably, 
I think, Justify it’sadoption had it been ten times 
as bad as it is—nay the worst in the world except 
our own—than which, I think, it would be im- 
possible to find such a one—how then do you 
conclude, that, if our situation is the greatest 
reason to Justify its adoption, that it must be 
thought to be very bad?--Iam My Dear Uncle 
yours with the highest sentiments of esteem & 
respect 

[ Addressed :} 
PorTSMOUTH 
March 25 

Hon’'* Grorck THATCHER Esq‘ 

Member of Congress 

New York 


49.—From Samuel Nayson. 
Boston Mar* 23 1788 


I Recv¢ yours and Considered the Contents I 
much supprised at your Expressions Concerning 
a Passage in my former letter when I Say? I 
Gloryed in beaing in the Smallest Number I 
have many reasons for my Expresions first I did 
my duty and Discharged my Contiance and 
Should I be Ashamed in doing my Duty Snrly No 
Supose when I undertook to get a Note to Send 
you to Congress I had failed then I Should have 
been you know in the Smallest Number Had I 
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reason to have been Ashamed I think Not I Can- 
not tell how you would have felt for one 
then but I should have Gloried in my Exertions, 
and I nowGlory in Acting the minds of my Con- 
stitutan’ then in Short I have told you Some of 


the Many reasons for my Beaing Glad that my | 


Name Stands where it does and [ find Nothing in 
all the five arguments you Mention to make one 
alter my mind. However I hope I Shall not af- 
front you when I Observe to you that your Senti- 
ments are those of a Lawyer. 

You are now in post —a Wig : in Office is often 
a Tory out My Dear Sir, I Shall not Attemp* to. 
Strive to alter your Mind Yet I think it will go 
down Corse, with the people 

* * * * 

No answer is given to the Governor’s Address 
this Shew the Sence of the House but this uas 
Disagree to one I Cannot Tell how it will Please 
the People I Cannot Yet Say—-what Sutes them 
Sutes me I hope allways to Live in a Republicken 
Government—— 

Your Friend and 
‘ Hum?’ Server 
Samt Nayson 

You may Depend upon it you do not Get the 
Truth by the papers all the Argumentall parts 
are left out on one Side this from the Printer I 
cannot Stand to the Judgment they frame of me 
therefore I appeal to the People who heard 
[Addressed :| 

Hon! Boston 26 

MR 
GrorGE THATCHER Esq‘ 
Member of Congress 
New York 


50.—From Nathan Dane. 


New York Apr, 20, 1788 
Dear Sir, 

Here we remain in an idle situation we had no 
Congress since you left this place—six States and 
as may half States attend—the business of the 
union must be neglected, because one or two 
gentlemen, who are in the City, must attend to 
their private business— 

We have now collected the accounts of the 
elections for the Virgina Convention—it is im- 
possible ‘to say, with certainty, whether the Con- 
stitution in that State will be adopted or not— 
however, I think appearances are rather in favor 
of its being adopted— 

* * * * * 
with sentiments of sincere esteem & friendship 
I am Dear Sir your Obed' Servant 
N. DANE 
Hon. G THatcuer Esq‘ 


51.—George Thatcher to Pierse Long.* 


BIDDEFORD 23 April 1788—- 
Sm 

Yours of the fifteenth inst came to hand by the 
last Post, & would have been duly acknowledg- 
ed, had not my time been taken up in some mat- 
ters of Law that demanded immediate attention 
on my arrival home. 

I assure you, Sir, I was very sorry in not find- 
ing you at home on my coming through Ports- 
mouth ; for tho’ my hurry to get to York, the 
Court then siting at that place, would not have 
prevented me to make a very long stay, yet I 
wanted to have enquired of many things about 
your late Convention, the speeches, their debates, 
& the prospect of the Constitution being adopt- 
ed on the adjournment—And possibly might in 
my turn given you some informatian upon the 
subject of your queries— 

You enquire about the fate & settlement of the 
Western Country——To be particular upon this 
Question would involve answers to so many 
others which would fall insidentally in the way 
as would be tedious for a Letter, & therefore for 
the present, I shall only observe generally—That 
the Companies of Cutter & Sergent—Flint & 
Parker—Symms &his associates, have contracted 
for three several Tracts containing not more than 
eight or nine million of acres—to be paid for in 
Continental Securities at certain periods by In- 
stallments upon which payments deads are to be 
executed to the purchases—but if not paid for 
no Title is to be given—and I believe I am justi- 
fied in saying that all the payments by the three 
Companies do not exceed half a million of Dol- 
lars—-& I am not certain that it does 270,000 
Dollars—For my part I must acknowledge, my 
faith of paying the Domestic Debt, by regular 
| sails of the western Land, never was very great 
—-There is Land eno’ & that which is excellent— 
A few days before I left New York, I was incom- 
pany with the Geographer General of the United 
States & he said, from a calculation he had 
made, he would warrant there was more than 
| two hundred million of acres of good Land on 
| the North-west of the Ohio. But to me the Idea 
| of runing this out, & by the neat proceeds of its 
| sails discharging any considerable part of the 
| Debt is almost as chimerical as to count upon 
| the number of Cod-fish, & Whales in the ocean 
| for that purpose-—Not a great many purchasers 
| have offered themselves, & few that have could 
give evidence of their ability, & of those that 
could, still a small number have, & probably 
ever will, freely comply with their contracts—- 








* This is copied from Thatcher's retained copy. 

Pierse ious was a resident of Portsmouth, N. H., and a 
member of the Convention of that State, which ratified the 
Federal Constitution. W.F. G. 
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Continental Securities have been for several years 
very low—perhaps lower than they ever will be 
hereafter should the proposed Constitution, or 
any other with energy enough to discharge the 
Interest be adopted—Hence if purchasers have 
found it difficult to discharge their Contracts 
while public Securities have been sold from 6/ 
‘to 3/ on the pound—what probability is there 
of their being enabled after the adoption of a 
Constitution that shall secure their Redemption, 
& make them equal to Silver & Gold— 

As to the negotiation of public Treaties, it ap- 
pears to me the. evisting articles of Confedera- 
tion have exhibited to all Europe too evident 
marks of incompentency for any national pur- 
poses to induce foreign Powers to trust to Trea- 
ties made under them—The Queen of Portugal 
has shewn a disposition for negotiations of 
Friendship & Commerce—But here difficulties 
arise on the part of America—And perhaps if I 
were to say that Congress cannot command 
Cash or credit sufficient to support a negotiator 
at the Court of Lisbon, to promone & improve 
any overtures of this kind—I should not be far 
from the truth—Money is universally acknowl- 
edged to be the Sinews of war-—and I think it 
cannot be doubted, to be equally necessary to the 
support of Civil Government, & the formation of 
foreign Treaties— 

The Importance of the Navigation of the 
Masseseppee is a matter I am not sufficiently in- 
formed to say much about—But from the general 
state of that Country there can be but little 
doubt, that if the navigation of the Messeseppee 
should be beneficial to the American Settlements, 
they will enjoy it—The Idea of Spain’s interupt- 
ing it is almost inadmissible—within 20 Years | 
and upon the Settlement of a good Government 
the Danger will be on the side of Spains Los- 
ing her possessions on the Western Waters— 
rather than the Americans loosing the Navagation 
But the navagation of that River will ever be 
attended with difficulty from its rapid Current 
From the mouth of the ohio to the mouth of the 
Messesipi as the River Runs, is one thousand 
miles—and on a right Line not more than five 
hundred A vessell or boat, may go down this 
River in less than three weeks, but three or four | 
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months are required in ascending the same dis- 


tance 
‘* Will all the Southern States agree to 
the proposed Constitution ?”” 
The Convention in Maryland meets this day | 
for the purpose of considerating the new plan of | 


Government. When I came from new York, | 
which will be four weeks to-morrow morning, it 
was the general opinion there, that the Constitu- | 
tion would be adopted in maryland by a large 
majority of the Convention There being three | 
fourths at least of the people warmly in favour | 


[December, 


of it—and that this was matter of fact, I have 
no doubt, since beth parties, antifederal as well 
as federal joined in this general opinion— 
South Carolina meets on the twelfth of May— 
from the best information we could get respect- 
ing the sentiments of that State upon the great 
Question the Federalists entertained no doubt—— 
they were secure in the idea of its being adopt- 
ed—But so we were last winter with regard to 
New Hampshire—'tis almost impossible that dis- 
apointment should be greater than ours was on 
hearing the result of your Convention—How- 
ever, I have faith—Can you strengthen it ?— 
There now remains Virginia & North Carolina 
—the former meets in June, I think towards the 
last, and from many accounts from various parts 
of that state wherever the Federal & antifederal 
parties seemed to agree there was at that time a 
decided & lar: e majority in that State against it. 


52,—From Joshua B. Osgood. 


BROWNFIELD May 5" 1788 


Dear SIR 
a 


* * * * 


The present Topic of Conversation is whether 
the proposed federal Constitution will be adopted 


| or not, as you have the best means of Informa- 


tion should be glaud you would in form how 


you think it will terminate—— 
* 


2 of * 


Your Friend & humble Servant 
Josn B. Osaoop. 
Hon*!* GzorGE THATCHER Esq' 


| [Addressed :| 


Hon?’ Grorck THATCHER Esq' 
Biddeford 


58.—From Silas Lee. 


Prenosscor 9 May 1788 
My Dear UNCLE 
* * * 

The new Constitution is scarcely named here— 
the people in general appear to be totally unac- | 
quainted with it. & equally indifferent as to its 
Establishment—The Votes in this County, from 


* *x 


| the best information that I have been able to get 
| have been for M' H. for Govei" & M' L. for Lieut 
| Gov'—This I think is a circumstance much in 


their favour—But they care very little about 
these matters—The Greatest & almost only ob- 
jects of their concern, are the Sheriffs & Justices 
of the peace—these are often looked upon with 
dread—more especially a new made one of the 
latter order, who is of this place—prejudices 
run high & very general against him—a very un- 
happy circumstance in this new Country— —— 
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and has already occasion’d much uneasiness & 
will no doubt occasion mere— ee 
Your Obliged 
Friend & humble Sert 
Siias LEE 


{ Addressed :} 
The Hon?!s 
GroRGE THATCHER Esq’ 
Biddeford. 


54.—From Samuel A. Otis. 


New York 17 July 1788 


Dear Sir 
* 


* * * * 


and first I in form you That 
we have had Thirteen States freequently upon 
the floor & have been very industrious—-What | 
have you been about? Look at the Journal— 
One thing seems to be agreed, that new govern- 
ment is to take place about mid winter—Next 
week perhaps the Time will be agreed upon— 
The place will be a bone of Contention, South- 
ern people are opposed to N Y, & I think the 
Yorkers hang back in such manner am rather of 
opinion it will not be here—For my own part I 
am in present sentiment for N York but we are 
all in suspense for the doings of Convention— 
Probably the question will this day be taken | 
therein—I am of opinion it will not be a favor- 
able decision—Clinton is popular has a majority 
at command & is very violent—They may possi- 
bly adjourn which is the best expectation I form 
—The Yorkers are determined however to have 
their frolic, & I dont know but we are in danger | 
of runing into excess in regard to processions— 
Perhaps my gravity & aversion to parade may 
have induced this opinion—It is an implied 
triumph over minority which always irritates—I 
think the movements of the new Gov't should be 
mild discreat & attended with great circum- 
spection. 
Enclosed is Greenleafs which details prety 
fairly, To which refering you I am 
With regard & esteem 
Your Hum’ St 
Sam. A. Orgs 
FREE 
Sam. A. OTIs 


{ Addressed : | 
The Hon?'* 
GEorGE THACHER Esq’ 
Biddeford now 
Boston Massachusetts 


55.—From Jeremiah Hill. 


BippeEForD Aug' 8“ 1788, 
My Dear Sir, 





Political Inteligence keeps still in Circula- 
tion, the important news that the Convention in 
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the State of N. York have adopted the new 
Constitution arrived at this place the day be- 
fore Yesterday, the Bells in every federal Heart 
in this village rang a peal of Joyful Congratu- 
lation and then listened with attention to hear 
the same Inteligence echo from our dear Sister 
N. Carolina, and assoon as that is announced 
we shall like the good prophet of old turn over 
thoughts towards poor Rhode Island, in Lam- 
entations, thus, 
“How! can we give the up poor R Island” 
“How! can we set thee as port Roseway, or” 
“ make thee a Bochim! my heart is turned” 
“‘ within me, my repentings are kindled” 
‘* together, we will not destroy thee, for” 
“thou art our sister, bone of our bone” 
“return! return! O poor Rhode Island! and” 
“ we will heal all thy Backslidings, we” 
“ will receive thee graciously, & love thee freely,” 
“and thou shalt rock in the Cradle of Inde- 
“‘ pendence with thy elder sisters and thy” 
“Younger sisters, and shall eat the bread of” 
“ Liberty with them, and with them also” 
“shall drink the Cup of Peace”—— 
* * * 


* 
I am, dear Sir, with every 
Sentiment of Esteem, under 
the Guidance of humane 
Perfection, yours 
everlastingly 
JERE Hi. 
Hon, GrorGE THATCHER 


{[ Addressed :] 
Hon>'* GrorcE THATCHER Esquire 
Member of Congress 
New York, 


56.—From Samuel Freeman 


Portianp August 7 1788 

Dear Sir 

I heartely contratulate you—and our dear 
Country on the adoption of the Federal Con- 
stitution by the State of New York—as all the 
other States 

When we reflect on the Commencement and 
process of this great Matter in its several parts 
the conduct of our Delegates, the termination 
of the Debates in the several States—& on the 
glorious prospects that are before us—how do 
our Hearts swell with Joy with Rapture—what 
thanks do we owe to those worthy Patriots who 
have plead our canse, especially what obliga- 
tions are we under to that Great first Cause, 
who governs all y* Nations of the World who 
has in many Instances wonder fully appeared 


| for this Country & whose hand must be ac- 


knowledged in this great Event——May we so 
behave ourselves as to merit (and then, I think, 
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as a nation we shali still be favored with) his 
protection 
> * 


* * 


I am with much respect 
Your Honors most obedient 
& very hum?! Servant 
Samt FREEMAN 


FREE 


* 


[Addressed :| 
Hon"'* GrorGE THATCHER Esq 
One of the Delegates of the 
Honorable Oongress 
New York 


57.--From Thomas B. Wait. 


PORTLAND, Aug. 21. 1788 


My Dear THATCHER, 
* 


* * * 


Why, my friend, do you contend so warmly 
for New york, as the seat of Government? Do 
you, in this, act the part of a true Federal 
Philosopher ?- We should remember the question 
is not, what will be most convenient or best suit 
the interest of Newengland—But what does the 
interest of the Union require ? 
be accomodated ?—But this last I suppose would 
be an odd question in Congress—There, it is the 
Southern, interest, or the Northern; and every 
man of them ranges himself upon one side or 
the other, and contends with as much earnestness 
and warmth as if at an Olympic Game. 


* 


Well, fight it out ; and I will have the pleas- | 


ure of standing aloof, looking on and making 


now and then an observation on the squabble— | 
One remark now, if you please—or rather a | 


Query—Will not this clashing of interest pro- 
duce a creation of new, and a division, and sub- 
division of the old, States? A diminution of 
State influence will follow—in exact proportion 
to which the power and Consequence of Con- 
gress will be increased—Curse on the prospect—— 
it does not please me—solI will say no more 


about it. 


* * Ea as * 


Your ever lasting friend 
Tuomas B. Warr. 


58.—From James Sullivan. 


Boston 22¢ Aug* 1788 

Dear SIR 

A Squadron of french Ships fourteen in the 
whole are Entering our horbor 

We are generally attentive in this Town to the 
question where the Seat of the federal Govern- 
ment is to be the General opinion is, that you 
ought by no means to agree upon Philadelphia 
for the first meeting of the new arranged Con- 
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How shall that | 


[December, 


gress, because the Government if it meets ina 
large City will take a Stile instead of giving one, 
if it meets there it will not be easily removed to 
a more Central & convenient place, but if it 
meets at New York a removing will be easily ef- 
fected—-when we cast our Eye on the Map of the 
union & consider the extent Westward we should 
I think conceive the Potomack the Central place, 
a River Navigable into the Country two hundred 
miles including the Chesapeak will I believe in- 
vite to the building a metropolis where Packets 
may have access & where an Army or fleet can- 
not reach in hostility before the whole Country 
is subdued—Why the members of the Southern 
States vote for Philadelphia unless they intend 
to fix Congress finally there I do not conceive 
They are all talking here of Washington for 
President and Hancock Vice President. There 
issome doubt whether the former will accept— 
but I believe there is no doubt as to the other 
I am Dear Sir with 
regard your Hb'* Set 
JAMES SULLIVAN. 
Hon M' THATCHER 


[ Addressed :} 
Hon GreorGe THATCHER Esq' 
Member of Congress 
New York. 


59.—From Jere Hill. 





BrppEFoRD August 29” 1788. 
My DEAR FRIEND, 

Yours of the 17“ inst: has arrived in safety, 
and a bright Cloud overshadowed my Soul at its 
first sight, but the evil tale from N Carolina in- 
terposed a Malignant ray, and like Joy and Sorry 
contended for the pre-eminence, at length it burst 


forth in Indignation. What, shall the rebellious 
Soul of N Carolina marr the Happiness & Pros- 
perity of her Sister States! shall the Seeds of 
this degenerate vine cause brambles to spring up 
among the wheat! No, she hath lost her first 
| Love, she hath gone a whoring herself by her 
abominations, she hath lapsed from her original, 
primative purity, let her alone, let her wallow in 
| her filth, let her eat her swine-husks till her pov- 
| erty & Starvation cause her to look back to her 
federal Fathers, & sing The prodigal Song, say- 
| ing, let us arise & go to our fathers and say unto 
| them we have sinned against heaven & before the 
| face of our dear Country, for why should we 
starve with Hunger where you have bread enough 
| and to spare, accept of us on your own Terms, 
| & we will show our repentence by our future 
Obedience to your united, federal Ordinances. 
but away with this Stuff it deserves pity as well re- 
sentment, and I can heartily bewail her degenercy 
and pity the faithful few, while I resent the Cqa- 
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duct of those unskilful Pilots. Well page is pret- 
ty well filed up, let us turn over. 


that the former would in a long Series of time 


loose all its pleasing Sensations without its kins- | 


man once in a while whet its appetite with a 
dose of its relishing qualities on the Contrary a 


long series of the latters Company would so en- | 


ure the mind to its essential qualities, that the 
mind would be lost as to any opposite Condition, 
& would perhaps enjoy such a state of quietude 
as to amount to a State of perfect Contentment 
if this be true the latter if pursued ad infinitum 
would satisfy its possesssors with the Same de- 
gree of pleasurable Sensations as the former up- 
on the same principle but the United States all 
unanimously adopted the Constitution, they 
would at first set down in ease & safety & in 
time loose the very Idea of Liberty & Independ- 
ency by not having a Something to rouse the 
mind to watchfulness,—This Stage in which we 
exist is of such Composition that a series of any 
thing is not pleasurable, but vicissitudes is de- 
lightsome, an old warrior or Sailor will often 
please himself in rehearsing over the difficulties 
Trials, hardships, fatigues, Battles, ship wrecks 
& Starvations they have gone thro & we are of- 
ten pleased with the mournful tale. Query, is it 
not best that one of the southern States should 
reject the Constitution, in order that the Ballance 
of power might be kept in a proper Equilibrium, 
this evenness in governmental power is as neces- 
sary for its existance as for an Assay Master to 
have honest Weights & Measures to do Justice 
in the Market among the Sellers and buyers. 
* * * * * 
Your friend & most 
Hum! Servaat 
JERE. HIn1. 

Hon. Gro. THATCHER Esq’ 


{Addressed :} 
Hon’ble GEorGE THATCHER Esquire 
Member of Congress 
New York 


60.—From Jeremiah Hill, 


Boston Sept 6th 1788. 
My DEAR Sir, 
* * *k * * 

At first hearing the news of N. Carolina re- 
jecting the Constitution it seemed sensibly to 
hurt my feelings, but upon looking over the 
Matter, it had a very different Appearance, & 
that which at first appeared to be a Misfortune, 
now appears to be a favorable Circumstance, 
for seeing we had lost a nothern State, it ap- 
pears best in order to keep the ballance of pow- 
er to have a Southern one last too. if N. Caro- 
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lina had accepted the Constitution it might 


| been a material disadvantage to us at the north- 
Prosperity and adversity are so nearly allied | 


ward in the arrangement of Matters under the 
new Government, & as matters now Stand we 
are upon par. & I make no doubt but that both of 
them will soon find it for their advantage to ac- 
ceed to the wishes of their Sister States, & be 
come worthy members of the great whole—we 
are impatiently waiting for orders to work on the 
great wheel, tho’ we allow it in many Cases to 
be but to make haste slowly, still the mind is 
rambling forward into futurity after the glitter- 
ing Toys that play before the Eyes of our Im- 
agination, and that pleasing Something never 
fails to cheer the heart & make the present 
Toils & Fatigues less burdensome. Hope that 
is ever on the wing of Imagination is always 
looking out for something to ballance the diffi- 
culties of the day, having a few little matters te 
attend too before I fix my face East I must con- 
clude at present, make Bro. Otis Sedgwick &° 
accept my good wishes & believe me to be your 
affectionate friend 
& must Obedient very 
humble Servant 
JERE: HI. 

Hon, G, THATCHER 


[Addressed | 
Hon’ble GEoRGE THATCHER Esquire 
Member of Congress 
New York 


61.—From Jeremiah Hill. 


BIDDEFORD Sept' 9. 1788 
DEAR Sir, 
* * * * * 


Am mad, that is, politically 
disordered in mind, to find the Congress so ob- 
stinate, as to keep that Government the People 
their Constituents have adopted out of Motion— 
they ought to shew their Exordium’s on less mo- 
mentious Occasions, not when their best Friends 
have their Eyes Lifted to Heaven, their hearts 
sending forth ejaculations, and heaving, with 
every Shoulder while their Petitions are ascend- 
ing, for their spiritted exertions, when the wheels 
of Government are as it were stuck in the mud— 

The friends of the new Government are alarmed 
to find Congress so dilatory, they say one party— 
(that is, the smallest) ought upon every political 
Principle to give way to the great Object in view, 
the good of the whole: for while they are dal- 
lying along in this way the Enemy is sowing 
tares among the Wheat—Anti federalism is a 
common enemy we ought all to guard against 
and Obstinacy is a ditto. but true Genuine politi- 
cal qualities are an oper Mind, a clear head, and 

» an. honest heart—this minute (Sept" 10 10. O.C.) 
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the post has arrived and brought me yours of the 
24 inst.—went immediately to see Mrss Thatcher 
delivered your enclosed Letter, kiss’'d Madame & 
return’d by the by all well, Janey Laugh’d, 
Sally smiled, Rachel seemed pleased & Sam! 
wanted me to praise his little wheel Carriage & 
—Am now at Home, my harpes Upon the wil- 
lows, lamenting the imprisonment of the new 
Constitution. You Inquire after the politicks of 
the Times &c—I tell you, my friend, the Politi- 
cians in general blame the Carpenters for not 
launching the Hull of the new Ship and say it 
will be time enough then to procure Helmsmen, 
Navigators &. However I will give you an ex- 
tract from the Teltale, ‘‘ Yesterday set out from 
‘** his Seat in B——n B nH n Esq’ Solic- 

‘‘itor extraordinary from his E yJ H 

** Esq" to the S——S 3 to negotiate for a 

‘* Lieutenancy on board the new Ship federal 

** Constitution now on the Stocks, it is said the 

** Commission is a Secret and all things must be 

**conducted under the Rose ” 
The newspapers will tell you much more about 


electioneering than time will permit me to tell in | 


the Letter way. all hands seem to give the Prvs 
idency to Gen' Washington the Second is a mut- 


ter of doubt here, I wish you to tell me wh» | 


they have in view at the Southward, wont M' 
Adams stand a fair Candidate. You know his 
political Reasoning has prejudiced me in his 
favor Simili simeli gaudet is an old Motto and it 
is as true as that two & two makes four, the old 
feds of ’86 are calculating for the dons of that 
day to take the helm of affairs, when the new 
Constitution is put in Motion, and the Antis are 
for those who can shift sides upon Occasion Our 
General Court stands adjourned to Oct" 8“ as soon 
as they have received Congressional Orders for 
the organization of the new Government we shall 
begin to talk strong about Districts for Repre- 
sentation as that mode is generally supposed will 
be adopted, if these Counties should make a dis- 
trict I think my Friend G 
chance. but I wont say any more about constitu- 
tion Matters, but wait with patience till deliver- 
ance comes— ° . . . 
Adieu—— 


Jere. Hii. 
Hon. G THATCHER 


(Addressed :} 
PorTsMOTTH 
SEPTEMBER 15 
Hon'ble Grorcr THATCHER Esq’ 
Member of Congress 
New York. 
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will stand a fair | 
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62.—From William Widgery. 


NEWGLOCESTER September 14* 1788, 
HonovreD SIR 

I received yours of August 14% Observed the 
Contents Iam very Sorry to hear of the Conduct 
of North Carolina rejecting the Constitution, not 
but that I think it ought to be Amended, but as 
it is already adopted by eleven States I think 
there can be no Danger but that the amendments 
would take Place as Soon as the New Congress 
is organized. I am sorry to hear that the Minor- 
ity of Carolina are not possessed with that Noble 
Republican Principal of Adhering to the voice of 
a Majority in Political Matters. for two Reasons 
the Minority-are rong in Showing any resent- 
ments first because if the Majority are the most 
Sensible part of the State as well as the most 
numerous in vain will the minority Strive to 
force, but if they are the more ignorant part it 
is much better to Draw than Drive, for you can 
better Draw ten ignorant men than Drive one. I 
am therefore in hopes they will rather Strive to 
Draw than Drive, as I think that will be the most 
likely way to unite the whole. Some men think 
it Degrading to them to Stupe to a man who 
Does not know so much as they Do, but Let me 
Tel you it is Victory that Crowns the Day. thus 
much for Constitution. 

I hope Sir you have not forgot the Province of 
Maine I wish to know the Sentiments of the 
Other States respecting our Seperation from the 
old part of this State. Sir we are all wishing for 
the Time to Com that we may have the Pleasure 
of Electing my worthy friend for one of the 
Senators of the Province mane. You can Tel 
me whether our hopes are well founded or not. 
we are in a very Poor Situation with respect to 
our Taxes in this quarter for Money is so Scarce 
here that even in the Sea ports no Country pro- 
duce will fetch cash at any Rate.—and I never 
Expect Times to any better in this part of the 
world Til we can have the Seate of Government 
placed at a less Distance from us than Boston. 
Sir I would not be understood to Set forth my 
own Situation but that of the Peoples at Large, 
and I think I understand the Situation of the 
yeomanry of this Country as well as most men in 
this quarter, as I hold a corrispondence boath 
East and West and I find it very very advantages 
to me on many accounts. 

Sir I wish you to Let me Know the Situation 
of the yeomanry of the State of Newyork and 
the neighbouring States there to, as nearly as you 
can without putting your Self out of the way, 
what provisions they have made to pay their 
Domestic Debts or whether any or not and what 
proporsion there Taxes beares with ours how 
they Tax the Poles or whether they Tax them 
attal or not, and what is the Situation of Trade 
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in Newyork what Crops of Corn and grain they 
are hke to have—Corn in our quarter is very 
backward, I wish to Know how Matters Stand 
with us on account of our foreign Debts! 

* * * * * 


Your Friend and Humble Servant 
W™ WInDGERY 
To the Honourable Grorcre THATCHER 


[ Addressed :} 
PortLAND Sep. 19 
Hon'* GrorGE THATCHER Esquire 
Delegate in Congress from the 
State of Massachusetts 
to be left at the Post Office 
in Portland—— 


63.—From Samuel A. Otis.* 


Dear Sir 

In making up my weekly packet should I 
omit to diract a Letter to you it might be attrib- 
uted to a cause very far from reality, a want of 
esteem & attention Not with any credit of say- 
ing anything new, or communicating entertain- 
ment, bnt merely to cover a letter & a New 
York paper & evince my wish by every oppo’ to 
cultivate a correspondence on any side very 
agreeable is the design of this my N°2. I have 
a wish to hear from you, to know what commun- 
ications you made to the House, How you get 
along—What the temper of my Countrymen is— 
Who is to be in & who out—We are here in the 
old Style, Six States only. Reed & Wadsworth 
gone home about the time or since your depart- 
ure; yet it will not do to abdicate the Govern- 
ment. I have reason to fear no adoption will 
take place this year, and I am in formed the 
people of Massachusetts are very uneasy, That 
RI have & N Hampshire certainly will reject. 
At this moment all hands are parliamenteering. 
By the time you wish the result may be knuwn. 
Detail every circumstance, For Trifles are impor- 
tant in connexion with our Country. * * * 

Your friend & Hum Ser* 
Sam A Oris 
FREE 


The Honorable Sam A Or1s 
GrorcE THATCHER Esq' 
BIDDEFORD 
Massachusetts 


Present me to friend Hill 
Nason Coney Wiggery & 
all my friends federal & Anti 


[Addressed :] 


* This letter is not dated. Chronologically, it evidently 
should have had a different place in this series.—Eprron 
ORIOAL MaGazine. 
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IIL—SALEM VILLAGE —ITS PARSON- 
AGES AND THEIR OCCUPANTS.* 


By Hon. CHARLES W. UPHAM. 


The First Parish of Danvers is the represen- 
tative, in our day, of the original Salem Village. 
: lt is known as Danvers Centre; and was the 
centre and heart of Salem Village. Here were 
the first Meeting-house, the Parsonage, the 
Watch and Block-house, the Ordinary and 
licensed Inn, the Training-field, and the home- 
steads of Haynes, the Holtens, Hutchinsons, 
and other leading founders of the village, in- 
cluding, among their number, Jonathan Walcot, 
the Captain of the Train band, and his Lieuten- 
ant and brother-Deacon, Nathaniel Ingersoll, 
the liberal patron and constant benefactor of 
the infant settlement. An extraordinary occur- 
rence, on these grounds, constitutes one of the 
most terrible and portentous passages in our 
history. The scenes, actors, and sufferers in the 
dark and dreadful day of the Witchcraft Delu- 
sion of 1692, render this neighborhood a point 
of interest forever memorable, the world over. 
Intelligent and thoughtful travellers, from all 
parts of this and other countries are, and will 
always be, drawn hither. No place in America 
is surrounded by such startling traditions; and 
of none is the early period of its annals more 
fully and conspicuously brought to light. We 
know the boundaries of every original Grant 
and farm, and the sites of almost all the first 
houses. It is, in itself, an attractive spot; ona 
beautiful swell of land, presenting to the eye 
lovely fields, the surface rising to considerable 
elevation, all around, under different names— 
Reed, Felton, Fair-maid, Hathorne, and Whip- 
ple, Hills—and terminating with Governor 





Endicott’s Orchard Farm; it opens a refuge 
from crowded cities, which, when horse-car 
facilities are added to natural charms and historic 
associations and suggestions, will make it a 
favorite summer resort, and a most desirable 
place of abode. 

Over this territory, Governor Winthrop passed 
when he travelled, on foot, to and from Ips- 
wich, following the “Boston Path,” through 
the woods; and at “ Nathaniel Ingersoll’s cor- 
“ner,” as it was called, where the present Par- 
sonage stands, all, making their way through 
forests and over streams, found refreshment, 
shelter, and rest. No house ever welcomed 
more distinguished guests, in those days—Mili- 
tary Officers, Magistrates, and eminent Minis- 
ters, including both the Mathers. Its owner 


* The following article, written for the Salem Village 
Gazette, the Fair paper of the First Church in Danvers, 
was unfortunately received too late for insertion in that 
interesting publication.—Salem Gazette. 
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and host was one of the best and noblest of 
men; and his name must be held by us in per- 
tual honor. 

In this paper I propose to touch but one 
class of the objects and characters that render 
this locality interesting and memorable. The 
ParsonacGes of the village and the MINIsTERS 
who dwelt in them, in previous generations. 
Precision of dates and details of transactions 
will not be attempted, but left to local anti- 
quaries, whose care it should be to let nothing 
more be swallowed up in oblivion; but, by 
putting in writing and in print whatever can 
be learned, make more complete, what, as has 
been stated, is ulready the most fully preserved 
history of any old locality in the country. 

Salem Village, now Danvers, was incorporat- 
ed, as a Parish and semi-municipality, on the 
eighth of October, 1672; a Meeting-house was 
built; and shortly after a Parsonage, with a 
barn, garden, and well. There resided the first 
regular preacher of the village, James Bayley, 
whose ministry lasted about sevenyears. After 
relinquishing the Parsonage with his office, he 


seems to have lived, for some time, in a house of 


his own, built on land given him by Nathaniel 
Putnam and Joseph Hutchinson, situated to the 
West of the late residence of Dr. Braman, almost 
on the identical spot now occupied by the 
house of Benjamin Hutchinson; commanding 
a fine view of the village. The ministry of the 
next occupant of the Parsonage, George Bur- 
roughs, lasted but two years. That of Deodat 
Lawson was equally brief. That of Samuel 
Parris about seven years. During all this 
period, the Parsonage was the scene of extraor- 
dinary domestic trials and bereavements, and 
the centre around which the passions of a heat- 
ed and bitter Parish controversy were inces- 
santly beating; while within its walls the 
seeds were sown that grew into the most pro- 
digious results—the Witchcraft Delusion—in 
many of its features standing without a parallel 
in history; and that will forever remain among 
topics arresting universal attention. 

Atter that dark day had passed, the Parson- 
age was occupied, for the same period of time 
that covered the combined pastorates of his 
tour unhappy predecessors, by Joseph Green, 
Throughout those eighteen years, it was the 
scene of beneficent influences, and the focus 
from which the beams of peace, forgiveness 
and love, were constantly irradiated. The 
Diary of Mr. Green, now in process of publica- 
tion by the Essex Institute, under the editorial 
care of Samuel P. Fowler, Esq. will give a 
picture of the minute daily occurrences of a 
household and ministry of a rural and simple 
character; presenting the commonest details, 
recurring day after day, and as the seasons re- 
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volved; the care and productions of the 
garden; the supplies and order of a family; 
and the minute incidents of the life of a faith- 
ful, genial, and useful Pastor, neighbor, and 
citizen. It will exhibit a social spirit and a 
hospitality to friends and strangers, that made 
the Parsonage a favorite place of resort for the 
best company from Salem, Cambridge, Buston, 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. Green was succeeded by Peter Clark, 
who died in 1768, after a ministry of fifty-one 
years, useful and honored in its proper sphere 
and through all the country. He was a learned 
scholar and eminent theologian—the author of 
valuable and elaborate works. Like all his 
predecessors and successors in this ministry, he 
was a staunch supporter of the general system 
of Divinity held by the Fathers of the New 
England Churches; but he combined with 
orthodoxy a comprehensive charity. Ina vol- 
ume in defence of Infant Baptism, equal to any 
on that subject, in force and fulness of argu- 
ment, he says—‘‘There are many errors in mat- 
“ters of religion, which yet are consistent with 
“a good temper of mind, with humility, meek- 
“ness and love; and while they are but errors of 
“judgment, not joined with an obstinate will and 
“perverse affections, and men are open to divine 
“light and ready to admit the evidences of truth, 
“as soon asthey discern them, it is to be believ- 
‘*ed that God, in compassion to the frail and 
“fallible mind of man, will graciously overlook 
“them ; or else, woe to the bist man living, who 
* knows but in part, and consequently must be 
“liable to error.” 

Mr. Clark’s ordinary preaching bore the 
stamp of that erudition, as a Divine, which 
marked his publications. Exchanging pulpits, 
on one occasion, with the Minister of the First 
Church in Salem, he took his text from the 
Song of Solomon, and being conversant with 
all such matters, went at large into a discussion 
of the views of various commentators, pointing 
out the difficulties that beset the theories of 
them, severally; and concluded by declaring, 
as his opinion, after weighing them all, that 
the Key of that part of the ancient scripture 
was lost. It happened that the Minister of the 
Middle Precinct, Benjamin Prescott, preached 
in the same pulpit, a Sunday or two afterwards, 
and not knowing what his Brother Clark had 
discoursed about, took his text from the same 
Book ; and as his attention had not been partic- 
ularly turned to the questions theologians had 
raised about it, inculcated an interpretation, 
without misgiving or intimation of any diffi- 
culty whatever; announcing his views with 
absolute assurance; and representing its mean- 
ing and language as perfectly clear, and easy 
to be understood throughout. Upon coming 
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out of Meeting the werd was jocularly passed | 
round among the people, as a piece of joyful 
intelligence and to the amusement of ll, 
“ Father Prescott has found the Key.” 

My impression is, that, in the latter part of | 
his ministry, Mr. Clark occupied a house of | 
his own, still standing, a two story building, 
facing the old Meeting-house road, painted 
white; and not far to the East of the site of the 
original Meeting-house, which stood where Mr. 
Hook now has his residence. 

Benjamin Wadsworth, D. D., terminated by 
death, a ministry, in this Parish, of fifty-four | 
years, on the eighteenth of January, 1826. | 
During his long service, he was beloved and es- 
teemed throughout the Churches and in all 
circles; as often as any Minister of his period, 
he was called to act and preside at ecclesiasti- 

y,cal Councils; and many of his discourses, on 
those and other occasions, were published. 
His dignified aspect and bearing, in and out | 
of the pulpit, his amiable spirit, and his style 
of writing,—free, fluent, and glowing—gave 
him great and just influence. In an Address 
to the Bible Society of Salem and the vicinity, 
on the nineteenth of April, 1815, he uttered these 
admirable sentiments. The reference to “er- 
“rors and delusions” is significant, coming 
from a Minister of the Village Parish: 

“When the alternatives are the Christian and 
“an antichristian religion, unessential sectarian 
“ distinctions scarcely deserve a name. The 
“recollections, in Heaven, of pious exertions to 
“enlarge the Kingdom of the Redeemer on 
“earth, must yield a sublime satisfaction. O, 
“how transporting to meet souls in glory, who | 
“owe their salvation, under Providence, to our 
“united charity! Grateful posterity will look 
“back and bless the memory of those who 
“contributed to deliver their fathers from anti- 
“christian errors and delusions, and establish 
“among them the religion of Jesus.” 

It is not improbable that Dr. Wadsworth re- 
sided at first in the old Parsonage, But its 
accommodations, and condition from the rava- 
ges of a hundred years, proving insufficient, he 
took lodgings, for a time, in a private family, 
and subsequently built a house of his own, still 
standing, not far from the present Parsonage, a | 
little to the North of it, on the same side of | 
what has always been the main street of the 
Village. It had a superior aspect, and must 
have been, indeed yet is, a handsome edifice. 

Dr. Braman, who succeeded Dr. Wadsworth, 
resided in the present Parsonage, which occu- 
pies, as has been stated, the site of Nathaniel 
Ingersoll’s house. 

The old Parsonage, having became untenant- 





able, was taken down and carried off in the 
second half of the last century. 


The spot | ver, of Tivoli, New York. 
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where it stood is indicated by the lines of its 
foundation and old broken bricks. It is point- 
ed out to strangers, by the kind and most oblig- 
ing antiquary of the Village, Mr. Moses Prince. 
It ought to be made, and preserved forever, 
the property of the Parish; and a pathway to 


| it be provided and kept open. 


So much of the building as could be remov- 
ed, passed into the hands of one of the Endi- 
cott family, who lived at ‘the fork of the 
“roads,” where the street that leads to Tapley- 
ville leaves the “old Ipswich road ;” and was 
placed on the opposite side of that road. It is 
not far from the famous Collins House, the 
head-quarters of the last British Governor, 
when the Revolution broke out, and now the 
residence of Francis Peabody. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gray, a direct descendant of 
Governor Endicott, in the sixth generation, and 
who was born on the Orchard Farm, is now liy- 
ing in Salem, in her ninety-ninth year. The vene- 
rable lady distinctly recollects hearing much 


| said, in her childhood, about the removal of 


what was then well known as, and called, the 
‘Parris House;” and its being placed on the 
grounds of her relative. 


There it stands today. If its beams and 


rafters, after the lapse of two centuries from 
their construction, were endowed with memory 


and a voice, and should relate all that has 
passed within and beneath them, the story, 
in the scenes it would present, at different 
periods of its history, of the distressful, marvell- 


| ous, and malefic, and of the pleasing, instruc- 


tive, and benignant, would be such as no other 
house could tell. 


IV.—A MILITARY VIEW OF PASSING 
EVENTS, FROM INSIDE THE CONFED- 
ERACY. NO. Il. 


THE CAMPAIGN IN WEST VIRGINIA, 1861 AND 
1862, 


By Freperick W. B. Hassier, or THE XXII. 
REGIMENT, VIRGINIA VOLUNTEER MILITIA. * 


In the course of the Summer of 18638, while 
I was Orderly-sergeant of my Company, my 
Regiment, the Twenty-second Virginia, was 
assigned to the command of General Imboden, 
who, with a body of Cavalry, made a raid 
through the adjoining Counties of West Vir- 
ginia, to gather horses and cattle for the Con- 
federacy. I remember we passed through 
Beverly, where we had a slight skirmish, 
Buckhannon and Weston. Thence we returned 


* This paper has been communicated for publication in 
Tus Historica, Macazuyz, by General J. Watts de Peys- 





856 HISTORICAL 


to Green Brier. Afterwards, we encamped 
within three miles of Lewisburg, where our 
Colonel received the independent command of 
his Regiment. 

In the latter part of July, Colonel George 8. 
Patten, our immediate commander, was rein- 
forced by the Forty-fifth, and Edgar’s Battalion 
of Virginia Troops, likewise a Battery of Artil- 
lery. With these, we had an engagement with 
Averill’s Federal troops, at Dry-creek, within 
a mile of White-sulpher Springs. Although 
the engagement lasted twenty-four hours, the 
loss was very trifling on both sides. Neverthe- 
less, Averill fell back to New Creek Station, and 
we resumed our camp near Lewisburg. 

I may as well mention here, I was repeatedly 
offered a Commission in the Rebel service, but 
steadfastly refused to accept it, because it 
would have necessitated my sitting on Courts- 
martial, to inflict punishment on recusant Union 
men, which punishments I deemed no better than 
atrocities, under the circumstances—I cannot re- 
call them without a shudder. I have known 
dozens of men to be shot for refraining to serve 
against their convictions, and many to be 
whipped with a hickory switch, and then 
branded with D upon the hip, as deserters, for 
refusing to fight against the ‘‘old Flag.” It 
was reported in the newspapers, that Lee and 


Bragg had caused many to be shot for unwill- 
ingness to fight, in consequence of their Union 


sentiments. It was well known that Lee had 
quite a number shot, at Fredericksburg, just on 
this account. I, myself, was threatened with 
transmission as a prisoner, to Richmond, for 
condign punishment, for disloyality, in conse- 
quence of my remarks, one evening, that ‘‘I 
“‘doubted if the Confederacy would ever gain 
‘*their independence.” This was deemed mor 
particularly disloyal, because there were a number 
of desertions, next morning, which were at- 
tributed to this expression of my opinion. The 
Rebel Officers never showed any mercy to those 
who held opinions contrary tv their version of the 
Confederate cause. Had I been willing, I could 
have witnessed many executions of Upion men, 
who had deserted, from unwillingness to fight 
for the Rebel Government. 

And now, to resume our Military operations. 
Our first movement, of any consequence, was in 
the ensuing November, of 1863, when we again 
advanced to oppose . General Averill, making 
another raid on Lewisburg. We met him on Droop 
Mountain. He whipped us badly; in fact, 
routed our whole command. Our own Major 
Bailley and a large number of men were killed ; 
many were taken prisoners ; and the rest scatter- 
ed and took to the woods. What remnants 
could be collected fell back to Monroe-county, 


to be reorganized. 
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When Averill had completed his raid and 
fallen back to the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road, we returned to our old camp, near Lewis- 
burg. There we remained, inactive, during the 
Winter of 1863-4, chiefly because the roads had 
been rendered impassible by the weather. 

In May, 1864, the former Vice-president, 
Breckenridge, assumed the command of our 
Brigade, and took it down to Staunton. Thence 
he advanced some forty miles down the Valley; 
and there, at New Market, he encountered Sigel. 
On this occasion, he gave Sigel a sound thrashing 
and drove him down the Valley, to Winchester. 
After this, we did not think it much to pitch in- 
to Sigel. We did not consider Sigel anything 
of a General ; and the Rebels looked upon a fight 
with him as sure to pay, in the stores which we 
greatly needed, especially Shoes, Clothing &. 

After this, we were ordered to reinforce Gen- 
eral Lee. We marched back to Staunton, and 
thence took the cars to Hanover Junction, 
where we formed part of the ‘‘Army of 
‘*Northern Virginia,” opposed to Grant. My 
first fight, on this line, was at Cold Harbor. 
Here nearly the whole Brigade to which I be- 
longed was captured; but the prisoners and 
works were retaken by Finnegan, who lay in re- 
serve. Towards the middle of June, when 
Hunter made his raid upon Lynchburg, my 
Brigade, under Breckenridge, was ordered back to 
Staunton, in the Shenandoah Valley. The cars 
which carried us could not get nearer than the 
Blue Ridge Tunnel (say thirty miles from Staun- 
ton) because Hunter had already passed that way, 
and destroyed the Rail-road, From the Blue 
Ridge Tunnel, we marched across the country, 
to Lynchburg, and arrived there one day in 
advance of the Union expedition. This was on 
the sixteenthof Jnne. That night, Early’s Corps 
arrived by rail from Lee’s Army. The next 
morning, we advanced out from Lynchburg to 
meet Hunter; and, as we had largely superior 
forces, we repulsed him. Hunter retreated to the 
Kanawha Valley, but not before he had so com- 
pletely destroyed the Virginia and Tennesee 
Rail-road, that it took the Rebels over a month 
to repair the damage. This was a hard lick for 
Lee, for it deprived him of all supplies from the 
South, by the road, until it was restored. I 
never saw a completer destruction. The rails 
were bent around trees, ties all burnt, bridges 
burnt—some very fine long ones, especially that 
across the New-river. The damage was incal- 
culable, because he swept everything clean that 
could be of use to the Rebels; and when he fell 
back, he carried almost every negro out of the 
country. Nevertheless, Hunter only escaped by 
the skin of his teeth. We pursued, hot foot, 
until we turned off, down the Shenandoah Valley, 
for araid on Washington.. We madea rapid 
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march, after we turned aside from rvnning 
Hunter, and drove the Federals before us. 
may say that the Federals showed no fight until 
we met them at Monacacy Junction, on the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Rail-road, in Maryland. I 
was in the reserve in the battle, but I know that 
we whipped them, and encamped, that night, on 
the battlefield which we had won. Next day, 
we made a forced march upon Washington; and, 
on the eleventh, were within thirteen miles of the 
City proper. I was in none of the skirmishes 
around the City ; but, after remaining there a day 
or so, we left Maryland, by the way of Edward’s 
Ferry. From the Potomac, we fell back, through 
Leesburg, to Winchester. 

I was in none of the skirmishes which ensued ; 
but I know that there was considerable desultory 
fighting. It was astonishing how much these 
combats reduced our Army. They were invaria- 
bly unprofitable to us; for our losses did not con- 
sist in killed, wounded, and prisoners, alone— 
desertions were very numerous, because the men 
began to think the game was up. 

After our retreat from Washington, the men 
had very little confidence in Early. When he 
entered Maryland, he had as fine an Army, for 
its size, as the Confederates possessed. We esti- 
mated his force at twenty-five thousand men ; 
and he so used them up, by forced marches, 


and wasted them in profitless skirmishes, that 
his force dwindled apparently, in comparison, 


down to nothing. We thought him avery brave 
man and a very hard fighter ; but he did not 
appear to display any generalship. Our men 
said that ‘‘he used up altogether to much 
‘**liquor; and he always had a good lot with 
shim,” 

Although there was a good deal of fighting 
going on, I recollect nothing of importance, un- 
til the Battle of Winchester, on the nineteenth 
of September. My Regiment was on the extreme 
left of the Rebel Infantry line, upon the turn- 
pike, where the Federal Cavalry made their 
charge. We had no entrenchments, but were 
posted in an open field, although our front was 
protected, in a measure, by a pond or swamp. 
Nearly the whole of my Regiment was captured ; 
and I knowI escaped by the skin of my teeth. 
Notwithstanding Early said he had so few men, 
I think he must have had from twelve to fifteen 
thousand. Whether he had few or many, he was 
completely routed ; and his troops fled from the 
field, no better than a mob. I do not think 
that General Sheridan pursued as he should have 
done. I thought, at the time, that if he had 
pressed us hard, he would have captured every 
man. I knowI was so used up, I wanted to be 
taken; and I lingered all the next night, within a 
mile of Winchester, hoping to be captured. The 
best proof that Sheridan did not pursue as 
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he might have done is, that Early was able to 
gather up his troops and, with comparatively 
few reinforcements, make another stand at Fisher’s 
hill. Early deserves every credit for reorganiz- 
ing his Army for another battle, since what es- 
caped from Winchester was nothing better than 
a complete wreck. I never saw a worse stam- 
pede. 

We certainly got another good licking at 
Fisher’s-hill. I was in the center, and had a good 
chance to see what took place. We did not 
leave this field as we left that at Winchester. 
The Army, when it retired, was held well in hand. 
It was not disorganized ; and I do not think this 
would have been the case if Sheridan had prafit- 
ed to the full extent, by his tremendous success 
at Winchester. They say heis a great General, 
and I suppose they know better than I do; but 
if he had comprehended our condition and 
‘* gone in,” as the Federals bragged that he did 
‘* go in,” there would have been no Army left in 
the Valley, to fight him, after he knocked all the 
hoops off the barrel at Winchester. 

After the Battle of Fisher’s-hill, Sheridan was 
complete master of the Shenandoah Valley. As 
is well known, his Cavalry advanced, way up be- 
yond Staunton. 

When he fell back, he made a complete sweep 
of everything; but I think that the charges 
brought against him of cruelty are altogether 
unfounded. Indeed, I never heard any reports 
to that effect, either at that time or since. It 
was a military measure, and nothing more; but 
it was thoroughly carried out. 

Our (the Rebel) forces continued to retreat 
until they reached the Blue Ridge Mountain. 
There they reorganized and replaced every- 
thing, as far as possible. I know we gota great 
deal of new artillery, for it was a common joke 
among my comrades, when they saw a fresh 
battery arrive, ‘* There comes some more guns for 
‘* Sheridan.” How many men Early had, it was 
impossible to diseover, for all these things were 
kept a secret from the men and the discipline 
was very strict, 

Finding Sheridan had fallen back upon Win- 
chester, after having effectually laid the region 
waste, we got the idea, and so it was reported, 
that he had left the Valley for good. I believe 
that General Early thought that he had got rid 
of Sheridan, altogether. Whether this was his 
actual opinion or not, we advanced down the 
Valley to Fisher’s-hil], where we were reinforced 
by Division. The next thing we heard, 
Sheridan was advancing against us and was 
at Cedar-creek. After Early’s Army had been 
augmented by this new Division, he resolved to 
surprise Sheridan, at Cedar-creek, and sent a por- 
tion of his command, under Major-general Gor- 
don, to get around Sheridan’s left, and take him 





by surprise, I was not with these troops, but I 
heard they advanced along the flank of Massa- 
nuttan Mountain. The ground was very rough 
and hilly, but they marched under cover of a 
very dense fog, which screened every movement. 
They crossed Cedar-creek ; stampeded Sheridan's 
left ; captured his works ; and turned his artillery 
upon him. My Regiment was with Early’s 
center, which advanced down the turnpike. We 
could hear the fighting, but could see nothing ; 
and when we got to where Sheridan’s line had 
been posted (I should think it was ten o’clock 
before we got up) not only the fighting but 
even the plundering was all over. The fog 
did not clear until about noon. I said the fight- 
ing was over; but we heard artillery firing in 
our front, at a distance. It is hard to measure 
time in a battle or calculate the distance moved 
over ; but I should think it was aboutthreeo’clock, 
and about three miles beyond the creek, when 
Early formed anew lineof battle, because we heard 
that Sheridan was coming back to attack us. 

The position of my Regiment was all the time 
upon the turnpike ; and it seemed to meas if 
our line of battle was at right angles to that 
road. Shortly after, we were attacked along our 
whole line. We had marched all the previous 
night, and our men were completely played out ; 
and it took but a very short time to send every- 
thing to the rear, in a perfect rout. My Regi- 
ment lost very few men; but it first went to 
pieces, and this was exactly the case with the 
whole Army. There was no fight left in them. 
The men wanted to surrender and go home. 
There is no use in disguising the fact, that there 
was no Army left in that region, that is any 
Army worthy the name or capable of making any 
fight. We had lost all our artillery ; the horses 
were used up ; forage was exhausted ; provisions 
very scarce ; and the men so completely demor- 
alized that the troops availed themselves of every 
chance to desert. Early took up his Head-quar- 
ters at Staunton ; and nothing but his severity kept 
up evena show of an armed force together. I 
may say that he became reckless in his severity; 
as if his last defeat had made him ferocious. 
He showed no mercy, and never was very 
amiable ; and, as may well be imagined, he was 
not an agreeable man to be near to, at this time. 
Our Sergeant-major having been killed at Cedar- 
creek, I was promoted into his place. Thus 
favored, by a piece of stratagem I succeeded in 
getting a furlough; and by means of it I made 
my escape, through the rebel lines, to my home in 
Ripley, Jackson-county, West Virginia. ThereI 
took the oath of allegiance, having lost the four 
best years of my life as a rebel conscript, but 
having escaped without a wound. 

Frepr. W. B, HassiEr. 
Jackson Court-house, W. V. 
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V.—SELECTIONS FROM PORTFOLIOS, IN 
VARIOUS LIBRARIES.—Conciupep. 


168.—Fisher Ames to William Ely.* 


Depa, April 13th, 1801. 
Dear Sr. 
I beg the favor you w‘ get a dozen or half 
a dozen trees of proper size grafted with Mr 
Burt’s fine Long Meadow pear, and Col Dwight 
willat some future day send them round to me 
and pay any expense you may be at. 
You was so good to offer this piece of service, 
I wish you may live fifty years to eat of the 
fruit and that I may offer you some of my own 
growth with my thanks for your procuring it. 
Iam, d' Sir, yours with esteem, &c., 
FisHER AMES. 
Mr. Wo. E y, Springfield, Mass. 


169.—John Adams to Thomas Barclay. 


AMSTERDAM May 24, 1784. 
Dzrar Sir, 

I am here to collect together the Bills and 
send them to you by Express. When this Ex- 
press returns, I pray you to send by him my 
Trunk and all my Cloaths. The Books you will 
deliver also to him or his order to be sent to me. 
Will you be so good as to pack the Trurk your- 
self, and see that the Books, Papers, and Plate 
are well placed and fixed so that they may not 
shake too much. You will send the key, by him 
too; if the Trunk is not sufficient he must pur- 
chase another. If Mr Ridley has the Trunk, he 
will consider this letter as to him. Upon a sec- 
ond Thought, perhaps it would be better to take 
out the Plate and bring it in a small Box in the 
Carriage with the Express. There are 96 pieces 
of it. There are of the Bills 169 which I re- 
ceived of Messrs Fizima & Co, formerly and 875 
which I received yesterday. As I have given 
them a Receipt for these Bills it will be necessary 
for you to give me one. You have only to sign 
a Receipt at the Foot of the Lists enclosed, which 
is a copy of the one I gave them. 


The 169 amount to 186472 florins 
The 375 amount to 290780:18 
Total 644 477252:138. 
Iam with great Respect, Sir your 
Friend and Servant 
Joun ADAMS 
P. 8. Our worthy Friend Mr Jay returns to 
his Country like a Bee to his Hive, with both 
Legs loaded with Merit and Honor. He has no 
doubt announced to Congress his Intention of re- 


* This and the next letter are from the originals belong+ 
ing to Ferguson Haines, Esq., Biddeford, Maine, 
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turning, and this I presume will occasion some 
Changes in their arrangements, so that I dont 
think it probable I shall have occasion to go to 
Paris at all; at least I shall wait at the Hague 
their ultimate Directions. It is necessary for 
some one to be here, or our Credit will be in dan- 
ger of running down so low, that we shall not 
obtain Money Enough to pay the Interest of 
what we have had, J.A. 
Hon. Tuomas BaRcLayY. 


170.—John Jacob Astor to John Bullers.* 


WASHINGTON 28 March 1814 

Dear Sr 

Tho there is nothing new nor anything of 
Importance to communicat yet I writ to you to 
show you that I will not be forgotten by you— 
I see not the Smalest chance of any Peace before 
next fall & to me its Doubtfull whether we shall 
have it then but whether we have it or not teas 
must Rise & I should not be surprizd to see 
Huyson in the cours of this year at 4 $ Tb.—tho I! 
have ben here rather unexspectedly these some 
Days I have not meet with our friend M' Ring- 
gold & as I think of Remaining only a few days 
longer I Doubt whether I shall see him —— your 
friend Graham & Forest are well & so is your 
Secretary Jones as fat as a Pig Mr Madison is 
quite well & says the war is very poplar he 
Certainly knows more about it than I Do —and I 
believe you have had a hand in making him be- 
lieve it for my part I wish I could See it there is 
no time fixd for adjurnment Some think that 
it will be soon & that there will be an earley Ses- 
sion for there next Proceedings — I wish I could 
be of use to you here or elsewhere if you see 
any way in which I can he of servis please to In- 
form me & believe me to be most 

Resptfully Dear Sir your obd servt 
JoHN JAcoB AsToR 


JoHN BULLERS ~s 
New York 


171.—John Jay, President of Congress, to Gov- 
ernor Olinton.t 


PHILADELPHIA 24% Aug*t 1779. 
Sir. 

You will receive herewith enclosed a copy of 
an Act of Congress of the 17" Inst. on the Sub- 
ject of further provision for the Army— 

So many Reasons point out the Justice & Pro- 
priety of this measure that there can be no room 


* From the original helonging to R. Wade Bleecker, Esq., 
of New York. 
"+ The letters from No. 171 tothe end of the series, are 
from the originals, communicated by Charles I. Bushnell, 
~ Esq., New York. 
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to doubt its receiving all the attention due to the 
Importance of it. 
I have the honor to be 
with great Respect 
Your Excellencys Most Obedient Servant, 
JOHN JAY 
Presid 


172.—Samuel Huntington, President of Con- 
gress, to Governor Clinton. 


PxHiaDELpatA, Nov' 18" 1779. 
Srr. 

You will receive herewith enclosed two Acts of 
Congress of the 12% and 16% Instant for reform- 
ing the eleven companies of Artificers raised 
by the Quarter master general, making provision 
for and granting certain benefits to that corps in 
particular that they be considered as part of the 
quotas of the Eighty Battalions apportioned on 
the several States to which they respectively be- 
long. 

Aso another Act of the 12" Instant requesting 
the aid of the several States for obtaining wit- 
nesses and depositions in the trial of cases before 
Courts martial. 

I have the honor to be 
with Esteem and regard 
Your Excellency’s 
Humble Servant 
SamMt HUNTINGTON 


Governor of New York. President. 


173.--Henry Laurens, President of Congress, 
to Governor Clinton. 


Yorxtown 9 Febry 1778. 
Sm. 

I troubled Your Excellency the 3¢ Inst. with a 
few Lines by Mt Webber a Messenger passing to 
Albany. 

Your Excellency will be pleased to receive un- 
der Cover with an Act of Congress of the 34 Inst. 
& 5 Copies, for obliging persons who hold Com- 
missions & appointments under Congress to qual- 
ify themselves by taking & subscribing to certain 
Oaths therein prescribed & to cause the said Act 
to be published in the State of New York. 

I remain with very great Esteem, Sir, 
Your Excellencys Most Obedient Serv* 
Henry LAURENS 
President of Congress. 


| 174.—Jeremiah Wadsworth to Governor Clinton. 


New Winpsor, August 9 1779. 
Dear Sir. 
Our flour is almost exhausted and comes in 
so slow we are in danger of being out I wil] 
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thank you to give the necessary orders for the 
delivery of the flour you intend for the army as 
soon as Possible— 
I am with the greatest esteem 
& regard Your 
Excellencys most 
Obedient, hum. Serv 
JERE® WADSWORTH, 


175.—Benjamin Tallmadge to Hon. Samuel M, 
Hopkins. 
LITCHFIELD, May 27 1820. 
Dzar Sim: 

I have delayed to execute the deed to M' 
Curtiss until this time, in the prospect that I 
should be in the State of N. Y. & there make 
the acknowledgment. My son, Henry F. Tall- 
madge, who resides at Rhinebeck, is now here, 
who is a Witness to my signature, & will take 
the Deed before a Comnt in the State of N. Y. 
for the purpose of having the same approbated 
for record. It will be enclosed herein. 

I am very respectfully 
Your Obed' Serv* 


Beny® TALLMADGE. 
Hon. 8. M. Horxnuss. 


[Addressed :] 
SaMvuEL M. Horgrns Esq. 
Postmaster, 
Moscow, 
Genesee County, 
N. York. 


176.—P. Gansevoort to Richard Varick, Esq. 
AuBany 5 May 1791. 


Dear Sir. 

Yours of the first Instant Just came to hand, 
and am sorry to find that my sudden departure 
has given you cause of uneasiness which I am in 
hopes will be removed before this comes to your 
hand, as the Money was left in the hands of M' 
Dudley Walsh, with. whom I suppose you are ac- 
quainted. he Lodges with Mr. Strong on the Al- 
bany Pier 

I am Sir 
with respect 
Your Hum Serv* 


RicHarp VaRrick Esq" P. GansEVOORT— 


[Addressed :| 
RICHARD VARICK Esq! 
New York. 


167.—-General John Hager Howard to Mr. Gil- 
mor. 
Dg Sir. 
I have received your card of invitation for 
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dinner on tuesday. I had determined in my own 
mind not to dine out again this winter with large 
parties, and at late hours. But I will have the 
pleasure of waiting on you with General Lafay- 
ette, if the weather should not be bad. 

The General renounced the title of Marquis at 
the time of the French Revolution, and it is un- 
derstood that it is not agreeable to him to be 
called Marquis. 

I am y* obed* Serv* 
J. E. Howarp. 

Decem® 25, 1824. 


[Addressed :] 
Mr. GrumMor 
Water Street. 


178.— Colonel D. Humphreys to Richard Varick. 


New York May 8” 1789 
Sm 
I am commanded by the President of the 
United States to inform you that he has this day 
received the Answer of the House of Represent- 
atives to his Speech ; and that it will be conve- 
nient for him to receive the Address of the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City 
of New York, to morrow at 12 O'’Clock—or on 
any other day, at the same hour, provided the 
time shall be notified to him in season for making 
his arrangements accordingly. 
Iam, with great esteem, 
Sir, 
Your most Obedient and 
most humble Servant 
D. HUMPHREYS. 
RicHarp VaRick Esq’ 
Recorder of the City 
of New York. 


179.—Henry Sewall to Richard Varick. 


To Lieut. Col. Ricwarp Varick, D. Com Gen! 
of Musters, Head Quarters. 
West Pornt May 30% 1779. 

Permit me, dear Sir, to return my grateful ac- 
knowledgments for your agreeable favor of the 
18% Inst. 

It has been strongly talk’d that the Enemy are 
meditating an Attack upon this Post—& so far 
believ’d that all the light Troops have been call’d 
in & rejoin’d their Regiments. The light In- 
fantry of Nixon’s Brigade, under the command 
of Major Hull, maintain the ground yet as far as 
Croton river. Huntington’s Brigade in the High- 
lands, together with Nixon’s at Peekskill, lay 
ready to reinforce us, as soon as it is certain the 
Enemy are approaching.—Parson’s Brigade, it is 
said, are also on their march this way. The 
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troops are all on duty here, rendering the works 
as defensible as possible. If they dare to come, 
I believe they will meet with a warm reception. 
Congress have lately consider’d the Q. M. 
Gen's department & made their pay liberal. I 
could wish they would do the same by ours. 
I seem to hang in suspense :—not only ignorant 


of the footing on which my Staff employment | 


stands, but at the same time uncertain whether I 
am allow’d to hold two Offices,—inasmuch as 
Congress have not made particular provision for 
it. 
Iam, dear Sir, 
with the sincerest Respect 
Your’s Affectionately 
P.a: Henry SEWALL. 
No Private conveyance offering, I 
am oblig’d to send by the Post—and 
have enclos’d this in Col? Ward's let- 
ter for portability sake 


180.—Baron Steuben to Captain Stagg. 


Wepnespay, Nov" 18% 
Sir. 


Captain Wendell late an officer in the first 


New York Regim' sometime since applied, as I | 


am now informed, to be admitted a Member of 
our State Society of the Cincinnati—through the 
neglect of Major Farlie, this application has 
been delayed near a twelve month the Captain 
is now in the City and is very anxious to have 
his Diploma, before his return to the Country— 
though this would not be very regular, yet as 
he is unquestionably entitled from his military 
services to be a Member of our Society—I have 
no objection to your making out his Diploma. 
STEUBEN 
Cap" Staca—Secy President. 
State Society Cincinnati. 


[Addressed :] 
Captain Stage 
War Office. 


VI.—FLOTSAM. 


(These scraps have been picked up in various places and 
brought to this place, “as they are,” without any voucher 
for their correctness and with no other object than to secure 
for them the attention of our readers. 

We invite discussion concerning each of them; and if 
any of them are incorrect or doubtful, we invite correc- 
tions.—Eprror Histor1oaAL MaGazine. } 


Toe DeatH of CoLONEL DAHLGREEN. 


To the Editor of the London Times: 

Srr,—In answer to a letterof Mr. Benjamin, 
the former Confederate Secretary of State, as to 
the treatment of Federal prisoners, H. A. Wise, 
United States’ Navy, accuses the Confederate 
authorities of having forged and falsely publish- 
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ed papers found on the dead body of Colonel 
Ulric Dablgreen. Having, besides my convic- 
tions that neither Mr. Davis nor Mr. Benjamin 
could ever have committed so base an action, the 
positive knowledge of their perfect innocence 
in this matter, I regard it as my duty and a 
proud privilege to appear publicly for their de- 
fence, and to announce the accusation untrue 
and unjust. Disabled by wounds, I found my- 
self ia Richmond at the time of the Dahlgreen 
raid, and was the very morning after Colonel 
Dahlgreen’s death in company with General Fitz 
Lee, when, about 10 a. m., Lieutenant Pollard, 
of the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, who, with a par- 
ty of his own and several volunteer Regiments, 
had opposed Colone) Dahlgreen’s movement, 
arrived from the fight and entered the General’s 
room, making the following Report :— 

‘*Knowing of Colonel Dahlgreen’s approach, 
‘with far superior numbers to my own, I put 
‘*my men in ambush, awaiting the enemy. Col- 
‘*onel Dahlgreen was riding a short distance 
“ahead of hismen. He had gotten quite near 
‘to us, when I called out to him to surrender. 
‘*Instead of doing so, the Colonel turned to his 
‘*command, giving the order to charge, where- 
‘*upon my men fired a volley, by which the Col- 
‘“‘onel was instantly killed, pierced by several 
‘*bullets, as nearly all the shots had been aimed at 
‘*his person. The soldiers under his command, 
‘*turned to rapid flight. On the Colonel’s dead 
‘*body I found a memorandum-book and some 
‘*loose Orders and papers, the contents of which 
‘*T regarded as important enough to deliver them 
*¢in person.” 

The Lieutenant then handed Fitz Lee the doc- 
uments in question, the contents of which were 
read by both of us with feelings of the greatest 
indignation, and half an hour afterwards carried 
by the General personally to President Davis. 
The papers afterwards published by the Confed- 
erate authorities are identical with those which I 
read a few hours after they had been taken from 
Dahlgreen’s body, and which documents, under 
the circumstances, must be supposed to have been 
written by the Colonel's own hand. 

General Fitz Lee, who is still alive in Virginia, 
will, if desired, duly corroborate the above 
statement. 

Your obedient servant, 

Heros Von BorckE, 
Lieutenant-colonel, and Adjutant-general 
of the Cavalry of the Army of Virginia. 

No. 8 Cork-street, Burlington-gardens, Sep- 
tember 19. 


OPENING AND CLOSING OF THE RIVER AND 
CanaL.—As we are approaching the period when 
navigation will close, the following table, show- 
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ing the dates of opening and closing of the Hud- 
son-riverand Erie-canal, from the year 1828, will 
be read with interest : 


Opened. | Closed | Opened | Closed 
Mar. Apr. 80| Dec 4 
12 | 5 
Feb. 26 | 24 | 20 18 
Mar. 20 | Nov25 | 22 18 
1828... | Feb. 8 | Dec 23 | Mar. 27 20 
1829... | Apr. 1|Jani4|May 2 17 
1880... | Mar. 15 | Dec 25 | April 20 17 


3 | Jan. 5 
6 | Dec 18 
1826... 
1827... 


rot 
— 
| 

| 
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‘*those engaged in the interesting study of 
‘*stamp-collecting.” So, at least, saysa Mr. J. 


; M. Stourton, who has lately published a volume 


entited, Postage Stamp Forgeries, or The Collect- 
or’s Vude Mecum, the object of which is to en- 
lighten the English collector in regard to the 
differences between real and bogus postage 
stamps, or fac-similes, as the venders of the last 
prefer ‘to have them called. With the excep- 
tion, perhaps, of Spain, the late Confederate 
States have suffered most in the forgery of their 
stamps. Mr. Stourton gives, among other 
things, a description of the true and false head 
of Jefferson Davis, which is amusing in its way. 
Here it is : 


1831... 
1832... 
1833... 
1834... 
1835... 
1836... 
18387... 
1838... 
1839... 
1840... 
1841... 
1842... 
1848... 
1844... 
1845... 
1846... 
1847... 
1848... 
1849... 
1850... 
1851... 


15 6 | 

25] 2 

21 | 13 
15 


. 4]Dec 7 

. ae 14 
Nov 25 | 
Dec 18 

; - . 


Nov 28 | 
Dec 10 | May 
17 3 Apr. 


es 
Saak 


5 5 | May 
7 


~*~ 


Apr. 


2 


16 
| 


5 | Nov. 


25 
20 


20 | Dec. 


Dec. 
12 | Nov. 


1 
21 
12 
12 
30 
26 

9 





GENUINE. 

** Davis has a short 
** beard, which is seen 
‘*very clearly. 

‘* Top of the coat isof 
**much thesame coloras 


5 | ‘*the back-ground. 


16 
8 


. 80 


28 
80 


, ay 


. 29 
80 | 


9 
5 
fl 
5 


‘*Very little of the 
‘* front of the shirt is 
**shown. 

In the inscription, the 
“©O” of ‘* Confeder- 
‘Cate,’ and the last 
“A” of ‘* America” 
‘‘are on aline with the 
**mouth. 

‘<The portraitof Davis 
‘*is like, and has a fixed 
‘tand stern expression 
‘*about it.” 


ForGeEp. 


‘* Beard scarcely visi- 
**dle. 


‘*Top of the coat con- 
““trasts strongly with 
** the background. 

‘*A great deal of the 
‘** front of the shirt is 
“shown. 

‘*The ‘‘C” of ** Con- 
‘* * federate” and the 
‘last ** A” of ‘* Ameri- 
‘**cq” are on a line 
‘* with the nose. 


‘The faceis not at all 
‘like Davis, and has a 
‘‘very stupid expression 
“about it.” 


1852... 
1853... 
1854. .. 
1855... 
1856... 
1857... 
1858... 
1859... 
1860... 
1861... 
1862... 
1863... 
1864... 
1865... 
1866... 
1867... 
1868... | 20 | 
— Albany Argus. 
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20 
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10 
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23 | May 
18 
16 
12] Apr. 
19 | May 
15 


re) 
Canoe 
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12 
8 
5 
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9 
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CONFEDERATE PostTaGE STAMps. 
THe mania for collecting postage stamps has 
added a new word to the language, ‘‘ philotel- 
‘* ist,” which is ‘the last new cognomen for 


4| 


. 80) 
| Buchanan Reade. 


12 | 





| 


Pratt on SHertpan’s Rripr.—At. a recent Re- 
union of the Thirty-fourth Ohio Infantry, Col- 
onel Don Piatt, in response to ‘‘ The Day we 
‘**celebrate,” thus went for tnat place of fiction 
known as “Sheridan’s Ride,” written by T. 
We quote from a correspond- 
ence: ‘The day beiny the anniversary of the 
‘* Battle of Cedar-creek, he gave the popular and 
‘* noetic version of the affair, and then said, ‘That 
“*is the way poets sing and people who never 
‘* “saw a fight write up a battle. We who have 
‘**been there, know better. We know that 
‘« ‘twenty thousand men surprised, driven in full 
‘* ‘and disorderiy retreat over miles of country, 
‘*¢are not to be gathered up in an hour by one 
‘*¢man and hurried back into battle. Yet this is 
‘« ‘Sheridan’s ride! On this occasion, he galloped 
‘* into glory on the back of Buchanan Reade’s 
‘¢* Pegasus (laughter), gingered by Murdoch, the 
‘* *tragedian ; and I would let him gallop on but 
** «for the rank injustice to the brave men who 
‘** stood their ground, and the gallant officers, 
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‘* «Wright, Custer, Emory,and others, who formed 
** “them into line, and were sweeping back upon 
***the enemy, who had stopped to plunder the 
*¢ ‘camps, when Sheridan an his black horse ap- 
‘**peared. The result would have been the same 
“‘had that officer not appeared at all. His 
‘*¢ friends and admirers had better drop the fus- 
** ‘tian and fringe-work of that famous ride.’” 


THE Fame or WasHincton.—Taxille Delord 
concludes an article, written in commemoration 
of the seventicth anniversary of the death of 
Washington, for the Paris Siécle, as follows: 
‘The detractors of the American Republic 
**sometimes ask, with a sneer, what it has done 
‘*for the progress of the human mind; what 
**types in literature or the arts it has created. 
‘**The great Republic can answer: ‘I have given 
*** to the modern world its ideal citizen in the 
** “person of Washington. When this great man 
‘**was descending into the tomb, mourned by free 
“**men, leaving in its cradle a nation destined to 
‘* * grow in influence daily, a belated Cesar was 
‘* “getting ready to mount the Throne of France. 
““* Napoleon fell in the midst of the bloody 
***ruins which his ambition had accumulated, 
*** leaving his country in the hands of foreign, 
***ers. Theglory of Napoleon grows paler and 
‘** paler, while Washington’s grows constantly 
“«¢more lustrous. It is the same with the ideas 
‘**the two respectively represent. Cmsarism is 
‘* “disappearing ; the Republic is taking posses- 


a 5) 
** © sion of the world.’” 


AN Interestine Retic.—An Albanian has in 
his possession the pistol of the redoubtable Cap- 
tain Miles Standish, of old Pilgrim days. The 
weapon is an excellent specimen of the fire-arms 
of two hundred and fifty years since. The bar- 
rel is about six inches in length, and provided 
with the old-fashioned flint-lock. It is orna- 
mented with brass and steel mountings ; and in 
shape is the same as the old-fashioned English 
‘* horse-pistol.”— Argus. 


Scraps.—Type-founding was commenced in 
Philadelphia, in 1796, by Archibald Binney and 
James Ronaldson, who were natives of the city 
of Edinburgh, where Mr. Binney had been en- 
gaged inthe same business. This firm was suc- 
ceeded by Richard Ronaldson, who conducted 
the foundry until 1833, when he retired and left 
it in the hands of Lawrence Johnson and George 
F. Smith. To the business capacity and energy 
of Mr. Johnson the reputation of the establish- 
ment at the present day is largely due. He in- 
troduced stereotyping into Philadelphia, and 
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largely extended the business. In 1833, Mr. 
Smith retired; and, in 1845, Mr. Johnson asso- 
ciated with himself Thomas McKellar, John F. 
Smith, and Richard Smith. Mr. Johnson died 
in 1860, and was succeeded by his junior part- 
ners, who, with Peter A. Jordan, constitute the 
present firm of McKellar, Smiths & Jordan. 
Under their management, the reputation of the 
foundry has been more than sustained, and the 
business has been increased greatly. 


—The ancient elm tree which shaded the old 
Warren estate, on Warren-street, Roxbury, Massa- 
chusetts, during a period of a century and a half, 
has at length ‘* passed away,” having been cut 
down recently, by the city workmen. This 
is supposed to be the tree upon which Gen- 
eral Warren hung his scythe, when, while mow- 
ing on the family estate, he responded to the call 
for volunteers in the early part of the American 
Revolution by mounting his horse and galloping 
to the field of operations. The tree has recently 
become so much decayed, near the trunk, as to be 
unsafe, hence its removal.— Albany Argus. 


—lIt is a singular but not less true remark, in a 
late work, that Jefferson was born just eight 
years after his predecessor, Adams; Madison 
eight years after Jefferson; and John Quincy 
Adams eight years after Monroe. Another curi- 
ous fact to be observed is, that Adams was just 
sixty-six years old when he retired; Jefferson 
was sixty-six; Madison was sixty-six; Monroe 
was sixty-six ; and John Quincy Adams, had he 
been elected to a second term, would have been 
sixty-six. Adams, Jefferson, and Monroe all 
died on the fourth of July.-—Boston Transcript. 


—Henry Bird, living in Clinton-street, above 
Ninth, Philadelphia, originated the system of 
numbering houses, which is followed in that city. 


VII.—NOTES. 


An Op Corn.--—John Beasley writes to the 
Raleigh Sentinel, from Plymouth, N. C., in re- 
gard toa very ancient coin recently found by 
him. Hesays: ‘I purchased an old abandoned 
‘¢farm, formerly owned by a Scotchman by the 
‘name of Stewart, and while cleaning away the 
‘¢old rubbish, a small colored boy of mine found 
‘*the coin.” 

Mr. Beasley gives a description of the coin as 
follows: ‘‘ The coin is pure silver and about the 
‘*size of a Spanish quarter of a dollar. On one 
‘* side is written, 0 No ARG CIV-GRONINGA, dated 
‘* plainly 679. At the bottom of the coin, is a 
‘* wreath and a hole through the coin, to be worn 
‘*around the neck. On the opposite side is con- 
‘* CORDA. RAS PARVA GRESOVA, with two almost 
‘* indistinct female figures, with bushy hair. I 
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**have submitted it to a great many for inspec- 
**tion, but none know of its nationality. One 
‘*side is Latin, the other unknown. I think it 
‘*must be a Roman coin, made in the reign of 
‘**Concordia, a Governor of one of the Roman 
** Provinces, in 650, and carried to England, when 
‘*the Romans conquered and held it many cen- 
‘*turies, aud was brought to this county by old 
‘*man Stewart; and, no doubt, has been worn 
‘*around the necks of 500 generations, as chil- 
‘* dren in old times wore silver around their necks 
‘*to keep off evil spirits.” 

With regard to the antiquity of the alledged 
old coin, we think the claim more than doubtful. 
The word Gronine&, is the Latin form of Gron- 
ingen, a modern Town and Province of Holland ; 
and one of the seven United Provinces of the 
Datch Republic, of 1597. The name does not 
occur on any ancient Atlas in our possession—it 
is not on Keoppen’s Atlas of the Middle Ages, 
giving the divisions of Europe in six different 
periods—I. Toward the close of the fourth cen- 
tury; II. After the downfall of the Western Em- 
pire, A. D. 476, to the reign of Justinian I. 
A. D. 527; IIL. In the times of Charlemagne 
and Haroun-ar-Raschid, A. D. 800; IV. At the 
death of Otho the Great, A. D. 973; V. In the 
times of the Crusades, A. D. 1095-1291; VI. In 
the close of the fourteenth century. Groningen 
then, has risen to importance since that time, and 
is comparatively a modern Town and Province; 


it could not have existed and coined money as 
early as A. D. 679. The Romans were compell- 
ed to give up their remote Provinces long before 


that date. Their dominion in Britain ceased 
about A. D. 410; and the Western Empire fell 
in A. D. 476. There was no such Roman Gov- 
ernor known, we presnine, as Concordia; and the 
fact that the inscription is in Latin words, does 
not show it to have beena Roman coin. The 
first part of the inscription on the obverse of the 
coin, 0 No, seems to be a fragment of a word— 
and with a letter missing between the o and the 
N; it probably denoted the purity or the value 
of the coin. The rest of the inscription is evi- 
dently, 
Silver of the State or Province of Groningen. 

The legend on the reverse is probably to this 
amount (with the first word, concorprA, in: the 
ablative case)—“ By concord, small States grow.” 
Concordia paroae res crescunt. And there seems 
to be in this, an allusion to the meaning of the 
word ‘‘ GRONINGEN,” connected with the word 
grow, and green; and on one old Map in the pos- 
session of the writer, it is put down Greeningen. 

The date, 679, is probably 1679, with the 1 
corroded and erased, in some way, or rendered 
indistinct by defect in the die—we have a copper 
coin of U. 8., struck since 1800, on which the 
Aate is read with great difficulty, 
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But we need no other argument to show that 
the figures 679 could not be the true date, than 
that those characters were not in useas early asthat. 
Brande’s Encyclopedia of Science and Art, Art. 
Noration, says: ‘* The epoch at which the den- 
‘‘ary numerals were introduced into Europe is 
‘‘uncertain ; but it appears to have followed, at 
‘ no great intervul, the Saracen conquest in Spain, 
‘¢ which began about A. D. 710. Vossius places 
‘* this epoch about the year 1250; Ducange thinks 
‘*they were unknown before the fourteenth cen- 
‘*tury; and they are very rarely found in the 
‘«dates of any writings before the year 1400.” 
The same author, in the Art. ARITHMETIC, says: 
‘¢The Indian numerals, on which the modern 
‘* system of practical Arithmetic is founded, were 
‘* received from the Saracens of Spain, and ap- 
‘‘pear to have been partially introduced into 
‘*the other countries in Europe, in the fourteenth 
‘*century ; but there is no evidence of their hav- 
‘*ing come into general use before the invention 
‘‘of printing.” This was about 1440. 

STATESVILLE, N. C. E. F. R. 


Drrect Tax oF 1813.—There have been two 
direct taxes laid by the United States Govern- 
ment, previous to our own day, one in 1796 and 
the other in 1813. Ihave before me a receipt 
for a tax under the Act of 1818, of which the 
following is a copy: 

“* Received this 1st day of August 1814 from 
‘*Mr. John Temple, Jr., the sum of Four dollars 
‘¢& 41 cents for direct tax upon the property 
‘¢of Heirs of Wm. Temple in the State of Mass- 
‘‘achusetts, under the Act of Congress passed 
“the 2d August 1813, to lay and collect a direct 
‘tax within the United States. 

** $4.41. J. Carp. 

‘*Dep. Collector of the tenth Collection 
‘€ District in the State of Massachusetts.” 
Boston, Mass. J. W. D. 


CANIADERAGO-LAKE.— Now Schuyler’s-lake, 


Ara'entum] crviitatis] Gronrncan— | Otsego-county, means, literally, Big-lake, trom 


Caniatare (lake) and goa (big.) o’c. 


VITI.—QUERIES. 
JANE Mc CREA. 


Mr. Eprtor: During a rustication of a few 
days, in Northern New York, nearly twenty years 
ago, I tarried a day and night in the village of 
Fort Edward, on the Hudson-river. Knowing 
that the murder of Jane McCrea took place near 
that village, during the Revolutionary War, I 
made some inquiries concerning the affair, and 
also visited the scene of the massacre at the 
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spring on the hill, near the village, as well as her 
tomb in the neighboring cemetery. On my re- 
turn to the hotel, I made the acquaintance of 
Colonel Sherwood, a gentleman somewhat ad- 
vanced in life, whose history of the young lady, 
and of the reasons or motives that induced the 
savage to kill her, differed materially from the 
accounts we generally find in the books. Hav- 
ing spent most of his life in that vicinity, and 
having been, in his youth, the cotemporary of 
those who lived there at the time of the sad oc- 
curence, and manifesting a good degree of can- 
dor, I was led, at the time, to credit his state- 
ments; but wherein it differed from our histories, 
Iam at present unable to state. Being near train- 
time for Saratoga, I was hurried away aud made 
no notes of his statements before leaving. 

Do our histories give a true relation of the affair 
or not? Will you, Mr. Editor, or one of your 
correspondents answer ? 


NEWARK, OHIO. Isaac SMUCKER. 


OLp PENNSYLNANIA.—Can any of our anti- 
quarians answer the following queries? 

Which igland in the Delaware was called Al- 
rick’s Island, before Penn’s arrival? It was prob- 
ably above Bristol. 

Where was ‘The King’s Path” through the 
lower end of Bucks-county ? 

There was a ‘‘Manor of Grimstead,” on the 
Delaware, before Penn’s arrival. Who can tell 
where it was situated ? 


DoyLESTOWN, PENN. D. 


‘¢TURN TO THE RIGHT AS THE LAW DIRBCTS.”’ 
—In England, vehicles, in meeting, pass each 
other ‘‘ to the left” —obviously the proper usage, 
since the reinsman sits on the right hand side of 
his carriage. Whence came our custom? And 
to what date must it be referred ? 


PHILADELPHIA, PENN. VIATOR. 


IX.—REPLIES. 


Tue ‘‘ UNPUBLISHED” LETTER OF FRANKLIN 
To Miss E. Hiuspparp. (H. M. IL. vi, 247.)—Pret- 
ty good joke for a man like you to print a letter 
of Franklin, as newly discovered, which is famil- 
iar to every reader and admirer of Franklin! 1 
recognized it before I got through the second 
sentence. You are so inclined to catch others, 
that I almost have a little of the wicked feel- 
ing of satisfaction, that you yourself are now 
caught.* 

JOHN LANGDON SIBLey. 

Harvarp Co.tLece Lisrary. 


* Our valued friend, Mr. Sibley, evidently overlooked the 
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X.—BOOKS. 
Recent PUBLICATIONS. 


(Publishers and others mn Books or Pamphlets for the 
Editor of Taz Histortoan MaGazine, are respectfully re- 
uested to forward the same, either direct to * Henry B, 
AwsON, Morrisania, N, Y.,” or to Messrs. CHARLES 
Sortsner & Co., Booksellers, 654 Broadway, New York 
City, as shall be must convenient for them.] 


A.—OF FICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


1,—Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the 
State of New York. Transmitted ‘to the Le taoveal doe 
uary 8, 1861. Albany; C. Van Benthuysen, Printer. 1861. 
Octavo, pp. 183. 


» Transmitted to the Legislature, 


January 15, 1862. Albany: C. Van Benthuysen, Printer. 
1862. ‘octavo, pp. Tb. y' riuter, 


-. Transmitted to the Legislature, 
January 27, 1868. ‘Albany: Comstock & Cassidy. 1868. 
Octavo, pp. 1181. 


» Transmitted to the Legislature, 
February 1, 1864. In two volumes, Albany: Comstock & 
Cassidy. 1864. Octavo, pp. (1.) 402, (II) 672. 


Transmitted to the Legislatu 
January 12, 1865. Volume I. Albany; C. Van Benthaysen’ 
1865. Octavo, (two volumes in one) pp. 461. 


, Transmitted to the Legislature, 
January 17, 1866. Intwoyolumes. Albany: C, Wendell. 
186. Octavo, pp. (I.) 356, (II) 528, 


, Transmitted to the Legislature, 
January 9, 1867. Volume I. Albany: Van Benthuysen & 
Sons. 1867, Octavo, pp. 590. 


, Transmitted to the Legislature, 
January 81, 1868, In three volumes. Albany: C. Van 
Benthuysen & Sons. 1868. Octavo, pp. (I.) 482; (II) 576; 
(ITT) 456 


Annual Report of the Commissary General of the 
State of New York. (for 1865] Sine loco, sine anno. 
(1866 7] Octavo, pp. 168. 


Annual Report of the Quartermaster General of the State 
of New York, for the year 1865. Albany; C. Wendell, 
Printer. 1866. Octavo, pp. 42. 


Annual Report of the Inspector General of the State of 
New York. (for 1863.] Albany: 1864, Octavo, pp. lxxxviil. 
(Appendix) 76. 


. 7 . . . . 7 * 


Annual Report of the Paymaster General of the State o 


» New York. Transmitted to the Legislature, January 28, 


1866. Albany: C. Wendell. 1866. Octavo, pp. 86. 


. 7. . . . 7 . 7 


Annual Report of the Surgeon General of the State of 
New York. Transmitted to the Legislature, January 27, 
1863. Albany: 1868. Octavo, pp. 72. 
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fact that this “‘ unpublished ” letter was published by us as 
‘ Fiorsam,”’ preceded with the remark that it was publish- 
ed, “as it is, without any voucher for its correctness and 
* with no other object than to secure for it the attention of 
“our readers’ —as the standing Note, at the head of that 
ae of the Magazine, expressly describes it. 

his item has accomplished our purpose in publishing it 
—although we were not aware, when we printed it, that it 
was an old acquaintance of Franklin’s admirers—our 
good friend’s “ attention” to it has been ‘‘secured ” and 
we have “secured ” his very welcome good-natured reply. 
Eprroz Histori0a, Magazpm. 
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Report of the Board of Managers of the New York 
State Soldiers’ t, an oy the Fun 
sick, wounded, furloughed, and discharged Sol 
Fneeiiins es Report of the General Agent of the State. 
Albany: 1 Octavo, pp. 160. 


State of New York: Annual Report of the Genera 
eo. the Relief of Sick and Wounded Soldiers of the 
State of New York. Transmitted to the Legislature, 
4 an 14, 1865. Albany; C. Wendell, Legislative Printer. 
1 Octavo, pp. 144. 


The State of New York. Communication from the | 


Governor transmitting the First Annual Report of the 
oe, of the Bureau of Military Statistics, of the State 
of New York. Transmitted to the Legislature, January 
29, 1864. Albany: Comstock & Cassidy, Printers. 1864. 
Octavo, pp. 212. 


Second Annual Report of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Military Statestics, of the State of New York. Trans- 
mitted tothe Legislature, February 2, 1865. Albany: C. 
Wendell, Legislative Printer. 1965. Octavo, pp. 199. 


Third Annual Report of the Bureau of Military Kecord, 
of the State of New York. Transmitted to the Legisla- 
ture, February 2, 1866. Octavo, pp. 576. 


Fourth Annual Report of the Bureau of Military Sta- 
tistics, State of New York. Submitted to the Legislature, 
February 11, 1867. Albany: Weed, Parsons, & Co., Depart- 
ment Printers. 1867. Octavo, pp. 679. 


A Record of the Commissioned Officers, Non-commis- 
sioned Officers, and Privates of the Regiments which were 
organized in the Stateof New York and called into the 
service of the United States to assist in suppressing the 
Rebellion caused by the Secession of some of the Southern 
States from the Union, A.D. 186i, as taken from the 
Mauster-in Rolls, on file in the Adjutant-general’s Office, 
8. N. Y. Volumes I-VIII. Albany: 1864-1858. Quarto, 
Pp. (I) 887, (II) 739, (III) 865, (IV) 729, (V) 727, (VI) 667, 
(VII) 668, (VILL) Ixiii, 6v0. 


State of New York: Presentation of Regimental Colors | 


to the Legislature. 200.000 copies ordered published by 
Joint Resolution of the Legislature. 1863, Octavo, pp. 52. 


State of New York. Proceedings attending the presenta- 
tion of Regimental Colors to the Legislature, April 2, 
1864. Albany: C. Van Benthuysen, Printer. 1864. Octa- 
Vo, pp. 82, 


185. State of New York. Presentation of Flagsof New 
York Volunteer Regiments and other organizations, to His 
Excellency, Governor Fenton, in accordance with a Reso- 
lution of the Legislature, July 4, 1865. Published under 
direction of the Chief of Bureau of Military Record. Al- 
bany: Weed, Parsons, and Company, Printers. 1865. Im- 
perial Octavo, pp. 249. 


Instructions for the Soldiers’ Voting Law. 8.1. (Albany 
?) 8. a. (186472). Octavo, pp. 6. 


State of New York. No. 169. In Assembly, March 19, 
1866. Communication from the Governor transmitting 
aq and documents relative to the Antietam Cemetery. 
8.1. (Albany ?) 8. a. (1866.] Octavo, pp. 29. 


Weare indebted to his Excellency, Governor 
Hoffman, Colonel J. B. Stonehouse, Assistant 
Adjutant-general, Henry A. Homes, Esq. State 
Librarian, and other friends, for this tolerably 
complete series of the records of New York’s 
services in the War. 

The Adjutant-general’s Reports, like those of 
other States, are of the first importance. That 
containing the record for 1860, is very complete 
as to the then condition of the State; and ‘‘ the 
‘*present imperiled condition of the Union,” 
the possible ‘‘ demand even on our State of an 
** independent and vigorous policy;” and ‘‘ the 


‘or the relief of | 
der 


| during the year. 
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‘*recent heavy orders for the South which have 
** perhaps completely drained the market of fire- 
‘arms, of every pattern,” which we find in it, 
are terms of the full meaning of which we are no 
longer ignorant. The Report for 1861 com- 
mences the terrible record of New York's sacri- 
fices-- ninety-nine Regiments of Infantry, eleven 
of Cavalry, two Regiments, two Battalions, and 
nine Batteries of Artillery, a Rocket Battalion, 
and a Regiment of Engincers, embracing an 
uggregate of one hundred and twenty thousand 
three hundred and sixteen men, having been her 
contribution to the jighting force of the country 
during those twelve months. A Roster of the 
Commissioned Officers in the Volunteer service 
isalso in this volume. The Report for 1862 
added one hundred and sixteen thousand eight 
hundred and three to the record of those who 
eatered the service under the authority of this 
State ; and the Roster of officers in the field was 
continued in this Report. The Report for 1863 
shows an addition of sixty-nine thousand five 
hundred and thirty-one to the New York forces 
It also contains detailed 
Reports, by the Division Commanders, ot the 
Riots in New York and of the Campaign in 
Pennsylvania—both very important as materials 
for history—and the statistics of the Volunteer 
service are minute and valuable, The Report 
for 1¥64 is less voluminous but not less import- 
ant—one hundied and fifty-six thousand four 
hundred and thirty-six men went from New 
York into the active service of the country, dur- 
ing these eventful twelve months, besides five 
thousand one hundred and seventy-eight of her 
Militia. It should be noticed here, that although 
the title-page describes this as ‘‘ Volume I.,” it 
is complete in itself—Volume IL, seems to have 
referred to a portion of the Appendix, which 
is included in this volume. The Report for 
1865 continues the record of former years, 
to the close of the War; that for 1866 
possesses little historical importance ;* but 
that for 1867 contains a series of historical 
sketches of Regiments which will be exceeding- 
ly important, as material for the judicious use of 
those who shall look into the history of the 
War. 

These Reports are less complete than those of 
several other States; although they far exceed, 
in value and completeness, those of Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, and many which are among the 
leading States of the Union. They are scarce- 
ly passable as specimens of book-making—the 
printing is wretched ; and the paper is in keep- 
ing with the workmanship. 

The Commissary-general’s Reports, we may 





* This Report, like that for 1864, is complete in one vol- 
ume, notwithstanding the title-page describes it as only 
‘Volume I.” 
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reasonably suppose, are also of very great impor- 
tance ; but we have been able to find only that 
for the year 1865; and we may, therefore, pos- 
sibly over-estimate the value of those of other 
years. 

The Quartermaster-general’s Reports, also. 
are necessarily important to those who would 
ascertain what New York did in the cause of the 
Union ; but, asin the case of the Commissary- 
general's, we have not succeeded in finding more 
of them than the single copy referred to at the 
head. 

The Inspector-general’s Reports, if we may 
judge irom the single number which we have 
found, are little less important to the student of 
the history of the War, than are those of the 
Adjutant-general; yet so little attention was 
paid to their preservation that we have found 
only one of the series, that for 1863. 

In the volume before us are to be found the 
most perfect description of the way in which the 
City of New York was treated, during the most 
trying period of the War, and the manner in 
which she acted ; and it presents, also, the most 
appalling exhibit of the oppression which was 
exercised in some portions of the State, in order 
to relieve other portions of the State, and which 
led to the celebrated Riots in New York City, 
of which, too, it gives the most perfect history 
which we have yet seen. Thereis no more im- 

ortant volume than this, illustrative of the vil- 
ainous conduct of those in authority, in the Fed- 
eral service, unless it may be the Report of the 
Commissioners, in Maine, for re-imburseing to 
Towns the expenses incurred in enlistments, which 
is reported to exceed all others in the exposure 
of barefaced rascality on the part of those wear- 
ing Federal shoulder-straps. 

The Paymaster-general’s Reports, involving as 
they do, all that relates, ever so remotely, to 
money—including bounties, drafts, etc.—must 
also be of great importance, in an examination 
of the details of the history of this War; yet, 
as in other cases to which we have alluded, we 
have not succeeded in finding them, except in 
one instance, which we have noted at the head. 
The single number of the series which we have 
found leads as to wish for more of them, since 
it treats of subjects of the gravest importance, 


in a manner which reflects the highest credit on | 


the hand which wrote it. 

The Surgeon-general’s Reports are of that class 
which, while they are very necessary to the very 
few who are fond of guing ‘‘ to the bottom,” in 
every thing which they undertake to write about, 
is not generally looked at by the great body of 
those who pretend to write Histories. We have 
found only one of this series of Reports, too; but 
it contains very much that we hope to call into 
the service, before many months. 


| fice, during the year. 
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The two Reports of the State Agent for the 
Relief of the Sick and Wounded—we have not 
ascertained that more than two were printed— 
are very important and most honorable to those 
who established the Agency, to those who dis- 
charged its arduous duties, and to the noble old 
State which paid for them. The Reports are 
handsomely illustrated with views and maps of 
the hospitals, etc.; and they will be turned to, 
hereafter, for the information of those who shall 
then be cursed with the horrors of War, in their 
efforts to alleviate the sufferings of their fellow 
men. 

The four Reports of the Bureau of Military 
Statistics are of the first importance to every stu- 
dent of our military history. The organization 
of such a department, during the War, was a 
happy idea admirably carried out; and the re- 
sult has been, we think, a most welcome addi- 
tion to the large stock of materials for history 
which had been previously gathered into the Cap- 
itol of this State. 

The first Report, that for 1863, opens with an 
exposition of the plan of operations adopted by 
the Chief of the Bureau, followed by biograph- 
ical sketches of deceased Officers; historical 
sketches of Regiments in the service; statistics 
of State, County, and Town expenditures, etc., 
in the cause of the Union. The Report for 1864 
contains a very elaborate account of the action 
of Orange-county—a paper which will serve to 
make some poor fellow happy, years hence, while 
turning over the files of the empty newspa- 
pers, ete., in search of something, on this sub- 
ject, which he can write about. Elaborate tables 
follow, illustrative of County and Town action, 
throughout the State. The Report for 1865 opens 
with a resume of the history of the War, from 
January to July, 1861; followed by a long series 
of Regimental sketches; another series consist- 
ing wholly of County histories, from the begin- 
ning of the War, to the Battle of Bull-run; an 
elaborate Chapter on the military prisons of the 
South, in which is a very interesting Diary, writ- 


| ten by a prisoner at Andersonville; a chapter on 


the Naval services rendered by New York, in 
which are lengthy biographies of Admirals Far- 
ragut and Stringham and histories of the frigate 
Brooklyn and monitor Catskill; anda variety 
of other papers, relative to the work’ of the of- 
The Report for 1866 em- 
braces narratives of the work of the office, du- 
ring the year, together with a series of Regi- 
mental histories, many of them embracing Re- 
ports, Diaries, Narratives, etc., of the highest 
importance; sketches of the action of Towns 
and Counties ; specimens of individual memoirs, 
filed in the office; a long account of the suffer- 
ings of New York soldiers in Southern prisons; 
a number of biographical sketches, in which 
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are also documents of much interest; a collec- 
tion of Naval statistics, etc; from which will 
be seen the fact that these Reports possess great 
value to the student of the history of the War. 
We believe that no Report has been made from 
this Department since that for 1866, last refer- 
red to. 

The Record of Officers, etc. is exceedingly 
voluminous and exceedingly unsatisfactory. It 
embraces simply the Muster-rolls of the origin- 
al New York Regiments, stretched out in their 
original forms, embracing many items which 
were necessary in Muster-rolls but not in a Rec- 
cord, and omitting very many items which a 
Record should contain, although they could not 
possibly appear on the original Muster-rolls. It 
has been, therefore, a prodigal waste of money, 
for some overpaid printers’ benefit, without af- 
fording the good which it might have secured, 
by a more judicious expenditure of it. With 
such excellent examples before him as those of 
Maine, Rhode Island, etc., it is to be regretted 
that our Adjutant-general was so forgetful. 

The three volumes narrating the Presentation 
of Regimental Colors to the Legislature are in- 
teresting and not without value, since they em- 
brace statements of many facts concerning the 
Regiments whose Colors were thus presented, 
which may not be readily found elsewhere. As 
a whole, however, these volumes were evident- 
ly gotten up for “ Buncombe ;” and they are ad- 
mirably adapted for that questionable service. 

The minor tracts referred to at the head are 
interesting mementoes of the times which tried 
men’s souls ‘as they were never tried before, in 
this State; but we need do no more than refer 
to their title-pages, as fully illustrative of their 
contents. 


2,.—Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the State 
of New Jersey for the year 1861. Trenton: 1862. Octavo, 


pp. 58. 
» Jor the year 1863. Trenton: 1864. 


» Jor the year 1865. Trenton: 1866, 


Octavo, pp. 42. 


<p: cbcbbahkewenies «+» Sor the year 1866. (Trenton: 1867.) 
Octavo, pp. 12. 


rf » Jor the year 1867. Trenton: 1868. 
Octavo, pp. 29. 


sieibinash) Sh6es sseeey Sor the year 1868. Trenton: 1869, 
Octavo, pp. 25. 


Register of Commissioned Officers of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, in the service of the United States. Adjutant 
General's Office, Trenton, N. J, July 1, 1862. Octavo, 


, Adjutant General’s Office, Trenton, 
N. J., October 28, 1862. Octavo, pp. 42. 


, Adjutant General's Office, Trenton 
N. J., January 1, 1868. Octavo, pp. 45. 


List of promotions, appointments, and casualties in the 
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| Wew Jersey Regiments, in the service of the United States, 
since March 1, 1863. Adjutant General’s Office, Trenton, 
April 1. 1868. Octavo, pp. 12. 


since April 1, 1868. Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, May 1, 1668. dctavo, pp. 6. 


, since May 1, 1868. Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, June 1, 1863. Octavo, pp. 8. 


., since March (June 7) 1, 1868. Adju- 
tant General's Office, Trenton, July 1, 1868. Octavo, pp. 6. 


Register of Commissioned Officers of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, tn the. service of the United States. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, N. J., July 1, 1868. vo, 
pp. 81. 


List of promotions, appointments, and casualties in the 
New Jersey Regiments, in the service of the United States, 
since July 1, 1868. Adjutant General’s Office, Trenton, Au- 
gust 1, 1863. Octavo, pp. 4. 


, since August 1, 1868. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, September 1, 1868. Octavo, pp. 4. 


» since September 1, 1868. Adjutant 
General's Office, Trenton, October 1, 1868. Octavo, pp. 8. 


, since October 1, 1868. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, November 1, 1868. Octavo, pp. 6. 


» since November 1, 1863. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, December 1, 1868. Octavo, pp. 8. 


» ince December 1, 1868. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, January 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 4. 


Register of Commissioned Officers of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, in the service of the United States. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, January 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 38. 


List of promotions, appointments, and casualties in the 
New Jersey Regiments, in the service of the United States, 
since a> 1864. Adjutant General's Office, Trenton, 
February 1, 1864, Octavo, pp. 2 


, since February 1, 1864. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, March 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 4. 


, since March 1, 1864. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, April 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 6. 


since April 1, 1864. Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, May 1, 1864, Octavo, pp. 4. 


ar » since May 1, 1864. Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, June 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 4. 


, since June 1, 1864. Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, July 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 4. 


Register of Commissioned Officers of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, in the service of the United States. Adjutant 
Snare Office, Trenton, N. J., July 1, 1864. Octavo, 
pp. 88. 


List of promotions, appointments, and casualties in the 
New Jersey Regiments, in the service of the United States, 
sinoe July 1, 1864. Adjutant Gencral’s Office, August 1, 
1864. Octavo, pp. 6. 


, since August 1, 1864. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, September 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 4. 


» since September 1, 1864. Adju- 
tant General's Office, October 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 10. 


» ince October 1, 1864. Adjutant 
General's Office, Trenton, November 1, 1864. Octavo, pp. 9. 


since November 1, 1864. Adju- 
renton, December 1, 1864. Octavo, 





pp, 7. 


» &ince December 1, 1864. Adjutant 
General’s Office, Trenton, January 1, 1865. Octavo. pp. 8. 


Register of Commissioned Officers of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, in the service of the United States. Adjutant 
oes Office, Trenton, N. J., January 1, 1865, Octavo, 
pp- 
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List of promotions, appointments, and casualt 


ies in the 
New yk re i. in the service of the United States, 


ons Janua 1865. Adjutant General's Office, Trenton, 
bruary 1, 1868. Octavo, pp. 6. 
geet ehsisiassdncets since Febru =. Adjutant 
General's Office, Trenton, March 1, 186 Octavo, pp. 7. 
jgavintnhs base vondes since March 1, 1865. Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, April 1, 1865. Octavo, pp. 8 
Sab vieerdighisseves inee April 1, 1865. aaptent Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, May 1,1 Octavo, pp. 6. 
ptiesehaeseucdsen the » since May 1, 1865. Adjutant Gener- 
al’s Office, Trenton, Tune 1, 1865. Octavo, pp. 6. 


onsceegeseeecesosens since June 1, 1805. Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, Trenton, July 1, 1865. ‘Octavo, pp. 14. 


Register of Commissioned Officers of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, in the service of the United States. Adju- 
tant greene Office, Trenton, N, J., July 1, 1865. Octavo, 
pp- 


List of promotions, appointments, and casualties in the 
New Jersey Regiments, in the service of the United States, 
since re 1, 1865, Adjutant General’s Office, Trenton, Au- 
gust 1, 1865. Octayo, pp, 6, 


Géiisrai's Ottis, Treaton, Sanaary 1, 1966, “Octavo, pp. 6. 

We are indebted to our friend, General William 
8. Stryker, Adjutant-general of the State, for the 
above complete collection of the official military | i 
histury of New Jersey during the War; and we 
notice it, in its place, in order to preserve the 
order of our undertaking, and to record the va- 
rious issues on this subject, rather than because of 
its fullness as ‘‘ materials for history.” 

We are informed by General Stryker, and on 
his authority we repeat, here, in order that others 
may know how useless it is to look further, for 
what never existed, that there was no Annual 


Report for 1860; that, before the War, the Gov- | is 


ernor of the State, for a long time, was his own 
Adjutant-general, the details of the labor incident 
to the office being attended to by a clerk, in the 
office of the Secretary of State; and that, "during 
the War, the Reports were made only during 
every second year—‘‘that of ’61, giving an ac- 
‘**count of the early stages of the War; that of 
‘«°63, including also 62; that of 65. relating 
‘* entirely to 64 and a few months of ’65.” 

These Reports, as will be seen, are very limited 
in extent; and in the amount of information 
which they contain, they are mere skeletons, con- 
trasting strangely with the ample records of 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and New 
York. As the only official Records of the ser- 
vices of New Jersey, however, they cannot be 
safely overlooked by those who are studying the 
history of her services in the War. 





8.—Annual Report of the Adjutant-general, (of Penn- 
Ivania) transmitted to the Governor in pursuance of law, 
for the year 1860, Sine loco, sine anno. Octavo, pp. 88. 


ponebas ene ceseecenes , for the year 1861, Sine looo, sine 
anno. Octavo, pp, 98. 


Seebe Sacei eens cccces , for the year 1862. Sine loco, sine 
anno. Octavo, pp. 36. 
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obi gibssnedseaiouin » Jor the year 1868. Harris hangs 
Singerly & Myers, State Printers. 1964. Octavo, pp. 67! 


shiemiaen needs » for the year 1864. Harrisburg: 
Singerly & Myers, State Printers. 1865. Octavo, pp. 269. 


>for the year 1865. ar 
Singerly & Myers, State Printers. 1866. Octavo, pp. 31 


» for the year 1866. meee 
Singerly & Myers, State Printers. 1867. Octavo, pp. 1 


» for the year 1867. Harrisburg: 
Singerly & Myers, State Printers. 1868. Cctavo, pp. 36. 


Ktaseenes vsendecseed ,» Jor the year 1868. Harrisburg: 
B. Singerly, State Printers. 1869. Octavo, pp. 42. 

We are indebted to our earnest friend, Doctor 
W. H. Egle, of Harrisburgh, for what, above 
named, he describes as ‘‘a more complete set of 
‘*the War Records of the State of Pennsylvania 
‘*than the State itself contains in any one De- 
‘*partment of its Government, unless in her 
‘** Executive Documents.” What a contrast there 
is, however, when these meagre papers are placed 
beside the voluminous Reports of Maine, Mas- 
sachusetts, or New York; and a comparison 
with those of Michigan, Iowa, or Indiana should 
nang a blush on the cheek of any Pennsylvan- 


eee meee eee eee eeseee 
FO eee ee eee esas eeeeee 


Peete weet ewes eeeeee 


“The Reports for 1860, 1861, and 1862, are 
nothing more than skeletons, and practically use- 
less; and that for 1863 is little better ; but it has 
an Appendix, in which is published a Roster of 
all the Commissioned Officers of the Pennsylvania 
line, arranged by Regiments, which adds some- 
thing to its usefulness. The Reports for 1864 
and 1865 were quite as defective as those which 
receded them ; and the Roster of Officers which 
ublished in the Appendix of each, was cur- 
tailed so far as to refer only to the Field and 
Staff-officers. In the Report for 1866, there are 
the same defects which distinguished the earlier 
productions of the Adjutant-general; but the 
Appendix contains a complete Roster of all the 
Officers, embracing, in Regimental order, the 
Field, the Staff, and the Line, throughout the 
line. The Reports for 1867 and 1868 are mere 
skeletons, containing nothing of general interest. 

These Reports, as a record of the war-services 
of a great and patriotic State, are disgraceful to 
the officers by whom they were written; and the 
typography is in keeping with the shabbiness of 
the Reports. 





4.—We have the authority of both the Secretary 
of the Delaware Historical Society and the officers 
of the State Government, for saying that Dela- 
ware has printed no documents concerning any 
portion of the War of Secession. 





5.—Journal of the Proceedings of the Senate A 4 Mary- 
land. January Session, i860. Octavo, pp. 784, 3 


(Documents of the Senate. January Session, 1860. An- 
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we meen, 1864. Annapolis: 1864. Octavo, pp. 33. 
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January Session, 1865. By Authority. Annapolis : 1865 
Octa . 1—893, (Executive Proceedings) 395—411 
(Index) 418-468. P 

| Documents of the Senate. January Session, 1865, Annap- 
olis: 1865.] Octavo, pp. (A) 82, 140, (B) 15, (C) 5, (D) xv, 
48, (E) 81, (F) 4, (G) 7, (H) 8, (1) 7, () 8, (K) 10, (L) 19. 


Journal of the Proceedings of the House of Delegates, 
January Session, 1865. By Authority. Annapolis: 1865. 
Octavo, pp. 868. 


(Documents of the House of Delegates, January Ses 
18:5, Annapolis: 1865.) Octavo, pp. (A) 82, 140, (B 
(C) 15, (D) 19, (E) xv, 48, (F) 8, (G) 6, (H) 4, (I) 24, (J) 96, 
4 (1) 80) 28, (V) 20 (WAG, HIG, I AD 
(BB) 8 (00) 6, (DD) 14, (EE) 60. on rear 


Journal of the Proceedings of the Senate of Maryland. 


Extra Session, 1866. By Authority. Annapolis: 1866. 
Octavo, pp. 888. . . - 


Executive Proceedings of the Senate of Maryland. In 
ag | Session, January, 1866. Annapolis: 1 Octayo, 
pp. 


(Documents of the Senate of Maryland, Extra Session, 
January, 1666. Annapolis: 1866.) Octavo, pp. (Rules) 
9, (A) 26, (B) xii, 54, (C) 4, (D) 87, (E) 10, (F) 4, (G) 6. 


Journal gf Ge Proceedings of the House of Delegates. 


Extra Ses 1866. By Authority. Ann : 1866. 
Octavo, pp. 552. . . a 


(Documents of the "House of Delegates . 
Extra Beseion 1900. Annapotins 71366.) be 
(Rules) 16, (A) 25, (B) xil, 54, (C) 16, (D) 128, 251, 85, ( or, 
tO} >. (G) 10, (H) 14, (1) 14, (K) 40, (L) 194, (M) 7 wy) 6. 


Journal of the Proceedings of the Senate of Ma land. 
January Session, 1867. By Authority. ae lise 186T. 


Octavo, . 1—815, (Executive Proceedin:; ~858, - 
dex) 885-4066. ‘ ro r 


(Documents of the Ses 
sion, 1867. Annapolis: 1867.) Octavo, pp. (A) 
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Journal of the Proceedings of the House of Delegates* 
January Session, 1861. By Authority. Annapolis: 186T- 
Octavo, pp. 1248, 


(Documents of the House of Delegates, January Session, 
1867. Annapolis: 1867.) on tae (A) 40, {®) 66, (C) 48, 
(D) 16, (E) xii, 66, (F) -8, (G) 7, (H) 4, (I) 7, (J) 7, (K) 964) 
Ixx, (L) 18, (M) 32, (N) ‘bi, (O} 12, P} 6, (Q) 22, (R) 64, (S, 
6, (T) 15, (U) 4, (V) 5, (W) 12, (X) 4, (Y) 7, (Z) 21, (AA) 19, 
(BB) (CC) 4, (DD) 109, iii, (EE) 5,(FF) (GG) (HH 
8, (II) 4. (KK) 14, (LL) 8, (MM) 26, (Index to Public Docu- 
ments, 1£61 to 1867, inclusive) 30, 


Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Maryland, 
for the year 1867. Annapolis: Wm. Thompson of R,, 
Printer. 1868. Octavo, pp. 89. 


Senate of Maryland, tay ante - 
) 


40 


In this series of volumes, we have, we believe, 
a complete collection of the records of Maryland, 
from the beginning of 1860 until the close of 
1866—-embracing the entire series of Reports 
made to the Legislature, by the various Execu- 
tive officers of the State, during that eventful 
period, which included the entire period of the 
War. 

We need not say to our readers that we con- 
sider this series of volumes as exceedingly im- 
portant, as authentic materials for history, both 
that of Maryland and that of what we are told 
was the constitutional Government of the Repub- 
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lic. It exhibits, with the utmost minuteness, 
the action of the authorities of Maryland, in 
their most trying position as the Government of 
a border State, during the recent insurrection ; 
and it exhibits, too, the most glaring outrages, 
on both individual and State rights, which were 
committed, over and over again, in the most in- 
solent and law-defying manner, by underlings, 
wearing shoulder-straps, in the name of the 
United States. Indeed, the outrages which were 
committed in Maryland, during the period re- 
ferred to, by the Federal troops and those who 
immediately commanded them—inspired, we 
have no doubt, by those, higher in authority, 
who are not noticed on the official records—were 
such that those who were subjected to them 
would, at any other time, have been justified, by 
every candid man, before God and all honest 
men, in rising for their own defence and that 
of their heritage, as members of an independent 
Republic; and their forbearance is made pe- 
culiarly manifest in the quiet which was main- 
tained, even in the face of the most studied in- 
sults and the most outrageous usurpations, by 
the entire population of Maryland. 

It will become our duty, in the presentation 
of the Constitutional History of Maryland and 
of the part which that State took in the recent 
War, to present the facts to which we have re- 
ferred, in detail, to the notice of our readers: 
in the meanwhile, we must forbear. 

As we have said, we believe we have, in this 
series of volumes, a complete collection of the 
records of Maryland, from 1859 until 1867; 
and we have reason to believe, also, that few 
others, even in Maryland, have been as fortunate 
as ourself, in securing so thoroughly perfect a 


set. 

The Adjutant-general’s Report for 1867, par- 
ticularly noticed at our head, is the only one of 
the Reports of that officer which we have found 
put up in an independent form, apart from the 
volumes of legislative and executive documents, 


6.—Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the State 
¥ West Virginia, for the year ending December *1, 1864. 

heeling: John &. McDermott, Public Printer. 1865. Oc- 
tavo, pp. 740. 


» for the year ending December 31, 
1865. Wheeling: John Frew, Public Printer. 1866. Octa- 
vo, pp. 444. 


Annual Reports of the Adjutant General and Quarter- 
master General of the State of West Virginia, [for the 
ear ending December 3', 1866.) Wheeling: John Frew, 
blic Printer. 1867. Oc'avo, pp. 24. 


Annual Report of the Adjutant General and ex-officio 
Quarter-master General of the State of West Virginia 
(for the year ending September ‘ 0, 1867.) Wheeling: John 
Frew, Public Printer. 1868, Octavo, pp. 14. 


16iy Oats sare {for the year ending September 80, 
vO, PP. 


. 
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With the exception of one Report, which we 
have not yet found and the existence of which 
was unknown to the State Librarian until we 
submitted the evidence of it, the above is a 
complete collection of the war-documents of 
West Virginia. 

The Report for 1864 is brief, but there are 
five Appendices which extend the volume con- 
siderably. Of these, ‘‘ Appendix A” is a Roster 
of the Field, Staff, and Company Officers of each 
of the Regimente of the West Virginian line; 
* Appendix B” is a complete Record of each 
man, officer and private, in the same line, ar- 
ranged by Companies and Regiments, together 
with ‘“* Memoranda ” of the history and services 
of each of the Regiments, to the date of the 
Reports; “‘ Appendix C” is a list of Independ- 
ent Companies of Scouts in the State Service, 
orvanized in the different Counties for the pro- 
tection of such Gounties against Guerrillas; 
“ Appendix D ” is a statement of the enrollment 
of the State, under the Act of Congress; and 
“ Appendix E” is a statement of the account 
of the State with the United States. The Re- 
port for 1865, is also brief; but, like that for 
1864, it is greatly enlarged by the Appendices 
which are added—A is a Roster of the officers, 
corrected to date; B isa list of all recruits, 
substitutes, and drafted men mustered into the 
service, since the last Report, together with a 
list of deaths, special discharges, and desertions 
from the various Regiments; C is a statement 
of the organization and discharge of the sever- 
al Companies of Scouts, referred to before; D 
shows the enrollment, by Counties, as revised 
and corrected; and E shows the amount levied 
and paid by the several Counties, as bounties 
and relief for families. An “ Addenda,” with 
Returns of several Companies which reported 
too late, close the volume. The Reports for 
1866, 1867, and 1868 are very brief, containing 
nothing of general interest, beyond the limits 
of the State. 

The typography of these volumes is excellent : 
and, in every respect, they are highly credita- 
ble to the young State whose services and sac- 
rifices are therein recorded. 


7.—Annual Report of the Adjutant- General, to the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Ohio, for the year 1861. Sine loco, 
sine anno, (Columbus: Richard Nevins, State Printer, 1862.) 
Octavo. pp. 198. 


Jor the year ending Dec. 81, 1869, 
Coenen? Richard Nevins, State Printer.” 1868. Geiawe 
pp. 140, 


Annual Report of the Adjutant and Inepector-gener 
to the Governor of the State of Ohio, for the year ane 
December 81, 1868. Published by authority. Columbus: 
Richard Nevins, State Printer. 1864, Octavo, pp. 208, 


aAnzual Report of the Adjutant General, tothe Gor 
of the Stateof Ohio, for the year ending December 81, 1804, 
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Prbhshed by Authority. Columbus: Richard Nevins, State 
Printer. 1865. Octavo, pp. 288. 


‘or the year ending November 15, 
rd Nevins, State Printer. 1866. 


1865. ‘Columbus: Ri 
Octavo, pp. 196. 


parerarass ess s sess 1 OF the year ending November 15, 
1866. Columbus: L. D. Myers Bro., State Printers. 
1867. Octavo, pp. 67. 

spancawenseeneane ose Sor the year 1867. Columbus: L. D. 
Myers & Bro., State Printers. 1868. Octavo, pp. 158. 


see egeseeesesccess -+ Jor the year 1868. Columbus: Co- 
— Printing Company, State Printers. 1869. Octavo, 
pp- 

We are indebted to the kindness of His Ex- 
cellency R. B. Hayes, the Governor of the State, 
for this exceedingly important series of the Ad- 
jutant-general’s Reports of Ohio. 

The Report for 1861 commences with a min- 


ute account of the formation of “ the Ohio “ Ar- | 


“my,” and of its services during that year; and 
it closes ‘with a complete Roster of the Officers 
of the several Regiments comprising that 
“Army.” The Report for 1862 continues the 
record of the preceding year. The Report for 
1863 continues the record, but evidently with 
less spirit, occasioned by the extraordinary ac- 
tion of the Legislature, in sending to the table 
& proposition to collect material and provide 
for the printing of a Register of the Ohio troops. 
It was, however, a very valuable Report, inas- 
much as it noticed, more or less fully, nearly 
every conceivable branch of the service. The 
Report for 1864 is somewhat more complete ; 
but it, nevertheless, confines itself to the affairs 
of the year. The Report for 1865 closes the 
brief record of the War. The Report for 1866 
contains a very excellent synopsis of the forces 
sent to the field from Ohio and their cost; to- 
gether with a list of sufferers in “the Morgan 
“Raid.” The Report for 1867 contains the 
record of the ordinary business of the office, 
together with additional matter concerning 
“The Morgan Raid,” and a list of interments, 
in Ohio, of the dead of both the Union and 
the Confederate Armies, The Report for 1868 


relates to nothing more than the current busi- | 


ness of the office. 

The entire series displays a most unaccount- 
able niggardness on the part of the Legislature, 
in failing to keep up even the written records 
of the soldiers’ services, much more the printing 
of those records. Even the Muster-rolls which 
are in the Adjutant-general’s office, are not 
transcribed in the Records at Columbus; while 
those which are in the hands of the Federal 
authorities have not been copied nor the means 
provided for copying them. As a necessary 


consequence the archives of Ohio are imperfect ; | 


and her published records are still more incom- 
plete. Such negligence is disgraceful to a State 


| 8, 1865. In two Parts. 








[December, 


like Ohio; and it is to be hoped that she will 
speedily remedy the defect. 

The typography_of these Reports is not at 
all respectable. 


8.—Message and Reports to the General Assemdl 
Governor of the State of Ohio: for the year 1861. 
Parts, Columbus: Richard Nevins, State Printer. 
Octavo, (Part I.] 786, (Part II.) 582, 


» Jor the year 1862. In two Parts, 
Columbus: Richard Nevins, State Printer. 1863. Octavo, 
pp. (Part IL.) 692, [Part II.) 667. 


Sor the year 19638. 
evins, State Printer. 


and 
n two 
1862, 


In two Parta, 


Columbus: Richard 1864. Octavo, 


| pp. (Part I.) 856, [Part IT.} 328, 


Message and Annual Reports for 1864; made to the 
Fifty-sizth General Assembly of Ohio, at its Second 
Session, begun and held in the City of Columbns, January 
Columbus: Richard Nevins, State 
Printer. 1865. Octavo, pp. (Part I.) 1265, (Part II.) 1064, 


Message and Annual Reports for 1865, made to the 
PA be gy ae General Assembly of Ohio, at the regular 
Sess begun and held in the City of Columbus, January 
1, 1866. In two Parts. Columbus: Richard Nevins, State 
Printer. 1866. Octavo, (Part I.| 917, (Part IT. 975. 

We are fortunate in having secured, for our 
own use, in our projected work, this complete 
collection of Ohio’s Executive Documents, dur- 
ing the period of the War; but the record is not 
such an one as Ohio may reasonably be proud of. 

These volumes contain, besides the Annual 
Reports from the various Public Institutions of 
the State and those of the Comptroller, Commis- 
sioner of Common Schools, Treasurer, &c., the 
Annual Reports of the Commissary-general, the 
Quarter-master-general, and the Adjutant-gene- 
ral—all essential in a collection of historical 
material, relative to the recent War—and that of 
the Commissioner of Statistics. 

Besides these, the volumes for 1862 contain 
four distinct collateral Reports on Military 
Affairs, and those for 1864, an elaborate Report 
on “the Morgan Raid” into Ohio, all of which 
possess very considerable importance to those 
who are studying the history of the War. 

The typography of these volumes is only 
passable. 


9.—Report of the Adjutant General of the State 
Indiana. To the Governor. Indianapolis: Joseph 
Bingham, State Printer. 1863. Octavo, pp. 343, 


Doc. No. 12. Part II. Report of Laz. Noble, Adjutant 
General of Indiana, embracing a period from January 1, 
1863. to November 12, 1864. To the Governor. Indianapo- 
lis: W. R. Holloway, State Printer. 1865, Octavo, pp. 
478—505. f 


Communication from W. H. H. Terrell, Adjutant 
General, to the General Assembly of Indiana, Extra 
Session. November, 1865. Submitted with the Governor's 
Message as an accompanying Document  Indiarapolis: 
W. R. Holloway, State Printer. 1865. Octavo, pp. 18. 


* * 7 * - + 


Biennial Report of the W. H. H. Terrell, Adjutan 
General of Indiana—186T-68. Submitted with the Govern- 
or’s Message as an accompanying Document. {[ndianapo- 


y 
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lis: Alexander H. Conner, State Printer. 1868, Octavo 
pp. 385. , 

Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Indiana. 
In eight Sean” Indianapolis: W. B. Holloway, State 
Printer. 1865—'869. Octavo, pp. (1) xx, 466, 872: (II) 
xx, 691: (III) xxiv, 687: (IV) iv, 680; (V) ly, 
699; (VII) iv, 781; (VIII) viii, 831. 


Indiana 

W. H. H. Terrell, Adjutant General. en 
Douglass & Conner. 1869. Octavo, pp. xx, 466. [Statis- 
tics and Documents.) 872. 


Operations of the Indiana Legion and Minute Men, 
1863-4. Documents Presented to the General Assembly, 
with the Governor's Message, January 6, 1865. Indiana- 
polis: W. R. Holloway, State Printer. 1865. Octavo, 
pp. 104. 


Report of Indiana Military Agencies. 
nor. Indianapolis: W. R. Holloway, State Printer. 
Octavo, pp. 76. 


To the Govern 
1865, 


This series embraces a nearly complete collec- 
tion of Indiana's war record. 

The Report of the Adjutant-general, first nam- 
ed above, ‘‘ embraces the period from April 15, 
‘*1861, up to the present date”—January 8, 
1868—and includes a narrative of the proceed- 
ings of that State, in the organization of the 
one hundred and two thousand, seven hundred, 
and ninety-eight men whom she had enlisted 
during those twenty eventful months; rosters of 
the several Regiments which she had sent to the 
field ; tables exhibiting the organization, strength, 
commanding-officer,. etc., of her several Regi- 
ments ; documents relating to the Draft; a de- 
scription of the organization of the active Mili- 


tia of the State, under the title of ‘‘The Indi- | 


*‘ana Legion;” and various other papers of 
merely local interest, 
on the list covers the period between the date of 


the last Report aiid ‘* November 12, 1864”; but it 


is very meagre and of little importance beyond 


the necessity which exists for it, in order to com- | 


plete the series and to exhibit how little there is 
in it—the Reports on the ‘‘the Morgan raid” 
and other kindred subjects having been present- 


ed in separate papers. The third of the volumes | 
named atthe head, embraces a mere glance at | 


the doings of the Adjutant-general, from the 
date of the last Report, until November 18, 1865, 
being 
that is important. The next Report of the Ad- 
jutant-general was dated on the twenty-sixth of 
January, 1867, but we have not yet found a copy 
of it; and we proceed to the fourth of the series 
named at the head, which covers the biennial 
period embraced in the years 1867 and 1868; 
and relates to the merely routine affairs of the 
office. 
es, in extent and historical importance, any other 
work of this class which we have ever seen, no 
matter where published. Opening with a Re- 
port showing what Indiana did, in carrying on 
the War, sustained by elaborate Appendices, it 


698; (VI) iv, 
| sixth, the Twenty-eighth Regiment of Colored 
in the War of the Rebellion. Official Report | 
| Indiana Light Artillery, the Indiana Legion, and 
| the Navy, in each case accompanied by histori- 





The second volume named | 


merely suggestive and containing little | 


The ji/th of the series, however, surpass- | 
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next supplies Rosters of the Governor’s Staff; 
of the officers from Indiana, in the Regular, Vol- 
unteer, or Reserve service of the United States; 
and of those of the several Indiana Regiments, 
from the Sixth tothe One hundred and fifty- 


Troops, the First to the Twenty-sixth Batteries of 
cal sketches of the services, campaigns, and bat- 


tles of the Regiment or Battery itself, and fol- 
lowed, at their close, with an elaborate index 


| containing over eighteen thousand names of offi- 


cers. Next to these are given the Rosters of the 
enlisted-men, with the rank, residence, date of 
muster, date of discharge or death, etc., of each 
individual member of the one hundred and sev- 
enty-eight Regiments and Batteries of Indiana 
Troops; and one portly volume is filled with 
supplementary corrections of former entries; a 
list of twenty-four thousand, four hundred and 
sixteen officers and enlisted men, who had lost 
their lives in the service ; and one of ten thousand, 
eight hundred and forty-six Deserters, who are 
thus posted in infamy. This magnificent record 
fills eight large octavos; and, as we said, it sur- 
passes, in extent and completeness, everything of 
the kind which we have hitherto seen. 

The sizth work named, Indiana in the War 
of the Rebellion, is the first volume of the pre- 
ceding series—the general history of the State’s 
relation to the War—with a different title-page, 
making it a complete history in itself, without 
the seven supplementary volumes. 

The volume concerning The Operations of the 
Indiana Legion relates, principally, to the Mor- 
gan raid; and the Report on the State Agencies 
relates to the measures which were adopted by 
the State, for the relief of such of her troops as 
needed her assistance. 

This brief recapitulation of the contents and 
character of the Reports of Indiana's Adjutant- 
general will convey to our readers some idea of 
their character and of their great importance to 
every student of the history of the recent War. 
The men of Indiana took part in so many actions 
and they behaved so honorably, that it is abso- 
lutely necessary, in numerous instances, to consult 
these Reports, in order either to correctly and ful- 
ly describe a Battle or to narrate, with minute- 
ness and accuracy, in all their extent, important 
movements. They are honorable to the State, 
therefore, not only because of the important 
subjects to which they relate, but because Indiana 
has had the good sense to relate them, so fully 
and so authoritatively. 


10.—It has not been our good fortune to ob- 
tain any of the documents published by Illinois, 
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although we have not failed to employ all known | port of transactions of the Department for both 


means to secure them. 


11,.—State of Michigan. No. 1%. Legislature, 1861. <An- 
nual Report of the Adjutant, Quarter Master, and Inspect- 
or [* emb g the years 1859 and 1860."") Sine 
loco, sine anno. [1861.2] Octavo, pp. 59. 


Annual Report of the Quarter Master General of the 
o-<. Michigan, for the year 1861. By Authority. Lan- 
sing: John A. Kerr & Co., Printers to the State. 1861. 
Octavo, pp. 16. 


’ Sor the 
Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co. 
Octavo, pp. 24. 


ear 1862. By Authority. 
tinters to the State. 1862. 


» Jor the year 1868. By Authority. 
Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co., ters to the State. 1864. 
Octavo, pp. 19. 


‘or the year 1864. By Authority. 
Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co., ters to the State. 1864. 
Octavo, pp. #8. : 


Lansing: Jobn A. K Zz Co. 
err , 
Octavo, pp- 15. 


= 1865. By Authority. 
ters to the State. 1865. 


Sor 7 1866. By Authority. 
lending : Jae A. Kerr & Co., Printers to the Btate, 1866. 
; pp. 


» Jor the 
Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co., 
Octavo, pp. 20. 


Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the State o 
Michigan, for the year 1861. By ‘Autuorlty . coats 
John A. Kerr & Co., Printers to the State. 1861. Octavo, 
pp 47 and a folding sheet. 


, for the year 1862: together with a 
Supplementary Report, containing the Casualties in Bat- 
tle, Deaths by Disease, Disch: da from Service, and 
Cause of such Discha of the vate Soldiers in the 
Military Service of the ted States, from this State, from 
the ming of the War to the 8ist day of December, 
1862. rd Authority. Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co., Prin- 
ters to the State. 1863. Octavo, pp. 96 and one folded 
sheet; (Supplement.) 309. 


° » Jor the 
Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co., 
Octavo, pp. 503. 


ear 1868. By Authority. 
inters to the State. 1868. 


ear 18638. By Authority. 
ters to the State. 1864, 


, for the year 1864. By Authority. 
Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co., Printers to the State. 1865. 
Octavo, pp. 238, [Appendix.]} 947. 


» Jor the years 1865-6. In three vol- 
umes. By Authority. Lansing, Mich.: John A. Kerr & Co., 
Printers to the State. 1866. Octavo, pp. [I.) 253, [Appen- 
dix,) 871; (IL. ] 895; (III.) 927. 


, Sor the years 1867-8. By Authority. 
Lansing: John A. Kerr & Co., Printers to the State. 1868. 
Octavo, pp. 18. 


We are indebted to General Robertson, the 


Adjutant-general of the State, for the foregoing | 


very complete series of the war-record of Mich- 
igan—a record of which Michigan may very just- 
ly be proud ; both because of its substance and of 
the admirable manner in which it has been pre- 


! 


1867 and 1868. 

The Adjutant-general’s Reports for 1860 and 
1861 are brief; yet the latter contains a sketch 
of the organization of the older Regiments of 
the line, and a Roster of their officers. The Re- 
port for 1862 continues the general narrative of 
the labors of the Department ; and, in addition, 
commences a series of historical sketches of the 
several Regiments from that State, in which are 
displayed their services, losses, lists of their 
Commissioned Officers, their condition at the dates 
of their last Returns, the changes in their Officers 
during the year, etc. A Supplement is append- 
ed to this Report in which are noticed all the 
casualties of every kind, among the troops from 
that State—a terrible record of the stubborn de- 
fence of their country by the men of Michigan. 
The Reports for 1863, 1864, and 1865-6, con- 
tinue the grim Record, in steadily increasing 
completeness—more complete indeed than any 
other similar annual Record which we have seen, 





| Printers. 
| 21, 88, 57,t 52, 27, 18. 


save that of Maine. The Report for 1867-8 is 
only a general record of the ordinary operations 
of the Department. 

As we have said, this series of Reports is hon- 
orable to Michigan, both because of the charac- 
ter of its material and of the mode of present- 
ing it. There is really very little to be desired 
by a student that is not there, unless we shall 
regret that, unlike those of Vermont, the origin- 
al Reports from commanding officers in the field 
to the State Government of Michigan, have not 
found places in her official Record. 

Although not well printed, the great superior- 
ity of these Reports over nearly all others causes 
us to excuse their want of typographical beauty. 


12.—Annual Message of the Governor of Wisconsin, de- 
livered to the two Houses of the Legislature, in Joint 
Convention, at the Assembly Chamber, in Madison, Janu- 
ary 10th, 186!. 8.1.,s8.a. Octavo, BP; 26, (Document B) 
172, (Document C) 40, (Document D) 62, (Document E) 85, 
(Document F) 224, (Document G) 72, (Document H) 28, 
(Document I) 20, (Document J) 61, (Document K*) 47, (Doc- 
ument L) 35, (Document N) 40, (Document O) 29, (Document 
O) 52 (Document 8) 4. 


Annual Message of the Governor of Wisconsin, and Re- 
ports of the State Departments, for the fiscal — ending 
Sept. 80th, 1861. Madison, Wis.: Smith & Cullaton, State 
186!. Octavo, pp. 35, 304, 48, 58, 120, 196, 48, 16, 


Governor's Message and Accompanying Documents, of 
the State of Wisconsin for the year A. D., 1868.t By au- 
thority Madison, Wis.: J. D. Carpenter, State Printer. 
1863. Octavo, pp. xxviii, 1788, 9. 


Message of the Governor of Wisconsin. Together with 
the Annual Reports of the Officers of the State, for the 





sented to the world. 

The Quarter-master-general’s Reports are 
brief ; but they seem to occupy the entire ground 
—that ‘‘for the year 1868,” containing the Re- 


* Report of the Adjutant-generai, for 1860. 

t Annual Report of the Adjutant-general of the State of 
of Wisconsin. for the year 1811. 

t The Adjutant-general’s Report for the year endi ng De- 
cember 81, 1862, occupies pp. 1581—1789 of this Volu me. 





1869. } 


, A. D., 1868." Published by authority of the Legisla- 
re. Madison, Wis.: William J. Park, State Printer. 
1864. Octavo, pp, xiii, 1230. 


, Jor the year A. D. 1864. Published 
by caer of the Legislature. Madison, Wis.: Atwood 
& Rublee, State Printers. 1865, Octavo, pp. xx, 991.t 


» Sor the year A. D. 1865. Published 
by authority of the Legislature. (In two volumes.) Mad- 
ison, Wis.: William J. Park, State Printer. 1866. Octavo, 
{1.} pp. xxix, 1—682; [II.] 683-1726.¢ 


Governor's Message and accompanying Documents of the 
State of Wisconsin, for the year A. D. 1867. By Authori- 
. adison, Wis. : Atwood & Rublee, State Printers. 1867. 

tavo, pp. xxiv, 790.§ 


Annual Message of the Governor of Wisconsin delivered 
tothe Legisiature, in Joint Convention, Thursday, Janu- 
ary 9, 1868, together with the Annual Reports of ihe State 


ison, Wis; Atwood & Rublee, State Printers’ 1808, "Oe- 
tavo, pp. xvi, 1030.1 

We do not know that we ever handled a series 
of documents which displayed less taste or good 
judgment in their appearance and arrangement 
than these. The State of Wisconsin is too im- 
portant a member of the sisterhood to be thus 
handed down to the future; and we have no 
doubt her tax-payers pay enough to have their 
work done more creditably. But we take them 
as we find them; and here they are—an inside 
picture of Wisconsin, from the beginning of 
1860 until the beginning of 1868, as that pic- 
ture has been drawn in her Goverhors’ Messages 
and in the Reports of her Secretary of State, 
her State Treasurer, her School and University 
Land Commissioners, her Bank Comptroller, her 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, her Re- 
gents of the University, her State Prison Com- 
missioner, her Trustees of the Blind Institute, 
her Trustees of the Institute for Deaf and Dumb, 
her Adjutant-general, her Trustees of the State 
Hospital for the Insane, her Managers of the 
State Reform School, her Regents of Normal 
Schools, her Geological Surveyor, her Commis- 
sioners for locating State Reform School for Ju- 
veniles, her Quarter-master-general, her Surgeon- 
general, etc. 

All these are important to every one who de- 
sires to examine Wisconsin State history, in all 
its intricate minutie, since 1859: to us, at this 
moment, her Adjutant-general's Reports are most 
important, illustrating, as they necessarily do, 
very much that others did in the service, who 
were not in the Wisconsin line. 


* It will be seen that this bears the same title, in substance 
and date, as the preceding one. 

“Dooument N.,” pp. 877—1213, is the Annual Report of 
the Adjutant-general, from January 1, to October 1, 1868. 

t Pages 443-858 are devoted to the Adjutant-general’s 
Report for 1864. 

+ Pages 683-1699—more than one-half of this volume—are 
filled with the Adjutant-general’s Report for 1865. 

§ Pages 783-789 only are occupied by the Adjutant-gen- 
eral’s Report. 
2 Pages 485-579 are occupied with the Adjutant-general’s 

port. 
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The first of the volumes named at the head, 
contains the Adjutant-general’s Report for 1860 
—a production which is interesting to the stu- 
dent of the times only because it shows the con- 
dition of the State when she was pushed into the 
recent War. The second contains the Report for 
1861, occupying just five pages, exclusive of the 
Schedules, in one of which are sketches, very 
brief in extent, but yet very important, of the 
various Regiments of Volunteers in the field. 
In the first of the two volumes of Documents 
‘*for the year 1863,” is found the Report for 
1862, in which the brief history of each Regi- 
ment, commenced in 1861, is continued ; and to 
these are added the General Orders issued durin 
the year, Rosters of the several State uniforme 
Companies and of the various Regiments of Vol- 
unteers in the field, Statistics of the latter Regi- 
ments, the dates of their departure from the 
State and how they were armed, Statistics of the 
Draft, etc. The second series of Reports ‘ for 
‘*A. D., 1868,” referred to at the head, is gen- 
erally what it purports to be—for 1863 ; but the 
Adjutant-general’s Report contains no more of 
the year’s record than was included in that of the 
first nine months of the twelve—until the first of 
October. The Regimental sketches are made 
very much more complete in this than in the pre- 
ceding Reports ; the General Orders of the year 
are continued, in extenso ; and the Roster of the 
State Militia, the Statistics of the Militia enroll- 
ment and those of the Draft, the Roster of the 
Volunteers in the Field, and the Statistics of the 
latter, are also continued from the preceding 
volumes. The Report for 1864, continues the 
historical sketches of Regiments in the field, the 
General Orders, and the various tables and Ros- 
ters hitherto referred to; and the Report for 
1865 ‘completes the record of the War, not merely 
with a continuation of the Regimental sketches, 
previously alluded to, but with the addition of a 
record of the dead of each Regiment, in all its 
gloomy minutiz, a list of Federal Commissions 
bestowed on Wisconsin Officers, a brief review of 
the general history of the War, as far as it con- 
cerned Wisconsin, an alphabetical list of officers, 
with references to the pages of the particular Re- 
ports where their several individual records may 
be found, and the usual Rosters, General Orders, 
etc. The Reports for 1866 and 1867 are mere 
skeletons—the Roll of the Wisconsin dead who 
are buried in the various Cemeteries, which is ap- 
pended to the last-named, being the only article 
of general interest which we see in them. 

In all these Reports by the Adjutant-general, 
from that for 1860 to that for 1865, the records 
of the services in the field of the men of Wis- 
consin are very complete; and the general list 
of officers, alphabetically arranged, is highly 
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important because it is so widely useful and 
thoroughly labor-saving. 

Typographically, as we have said, these vol- 
umes reflect no credit on the good taste and skill, 
as workmen, of the mechanics of Wisconsin. 
They are, in fact, disgraceful to both, in these 
our days. 


13.—Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the State 
of Wisconsin, with Reports from the Quarter-master Gen- 
eraland Surgeon General, for the year ending December 
80th, 1865. 
Octavo, pp. 1058, 


» Madison, Wis.: William J. Park & 
Co., 1866, Octavo, pp. 1268. 

We have already alluded to this Report while 
noticing the Governor's Message and the State 
Reports for 1865; and we return to the subject, 
in order to notice the two dissimilar versions of 
the same document, both with exactly the same 
title-page, which, in independent forms, are now 
before us. 


It is due to writers and students of Wisconsin's | 
history in the War, that they should be informed | 
that there are two kinds of Reports from her | 


Adjutant-general’s office ; and that, as in the case 
of Bancroft's uncertain History, it will be neces- 
sary, in order tu avoid mistakes, to quote the 
Edition which has been employed. 

The first of these is the official Report, as 
originally presented and printed: the last is 
known, informally, as ‘‘The Consolidated Re- 
‘* port ;” and was subsequently prepared, under 
a special Resolution of the Legislature (Joint 


Resolution, No.6, A.) It contains, beside the | 


contents of the regular Report for the year, “‘a 
‘‘reprint of so much of the Adjutant-general’s 
‘* Reports for the years 1863 and 1864, as per- 
‘tained to the regimental history, for the pur- 
**pose of giving a connected narrative of ‘each 
‘organization, during the entire term of ser- 
‘*vice;” and, if the regimental Histories which 
» were embraced in the Reports for 1861 and 1862 
had been included, it would have truly presented 
a compact and useful record of all the Wiscon- 
sin forces, instead of a part, and for their ‘‘ en- 
‘*tire terms of service,” instead of a portion, 
only. 

We do not object to these books, nor to their 
contents, as a whole: we only regret that the 


on two dissimilar volumes exactly the same title- 
page, and have thus exposed the plodding gal- 
ley-slave who shall hereafter undertake to write 
Wisconsin’s history, honestly, to the mortifica- 
tion of being charged by some upstart with hav- 
ing cited from a volume and page which tell an 
entirely different story. All this could have 
been avoided by telling the entire story on the 
title-page of ‘‘ The Consolidated Report,” with- 
out injury to any one. 
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14.—Report of the Adjutant General and Acting Quar- 
termaster General of Iowa, made in accordance with the 
Laws of the State, to Hon. Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor 
of Iowa, by Nathaniel B. Baker, Adjutant General and 
Acting Quartermaster General. January 1, 1863, In two 
volumes. Des Moines: F. W. Palmer, State Printer, 1868. 
Octavo, pp. (I.) 1080, (IT.) 910. 


Report of the Adjutant General and Acting Quarter- 
master General of the State of Iowa. January 1, 1863, to 
January 11, 1864. Des Moines: F, W. Palmer, State Print- 
er, 1864. Octavo, pp. 799. 


,» January 11, 1864, to January 1, 1865. 
Des Moines: F. W. Palmer, State Printer. 1865. Octavo, 
pp. xx, 1502. 


, January 1, 1865, to Janwary 1, 1866, 
= Moines: F. W. Palmer, State Printer, 1866. Octavo, pp 


Report of Brig. Gen. Nathaniel B. Baker, Adjutang 
General and Act'g Q. M. G@. and ame As. P, M. G. to 
Hon. William M. Stone, Governor of the State of Iowa, in 
accordance with Chap, 82, (Laws of the Eleventh General 
é£ssembly) approved Yarch 30th, 1866 Janury 1, 1867, In 
two volumes. Des Moines: F. W. Palmer, State Printer. 
1867. Octavo, pp. (I.) xix, 795, (II.) 695. 


Report of Nathaniel B. Baker, Adjutant-General of 
Towa, to Hon. William M. Stone, Governor of lowa. Jan- 
way 1,,1867, to January 14, 1868. Des Moines: F. W. Palm- 
er, State Printer. 1868. Octavo, pp. 114. 

We have not yet been fortunate enough to find 
copies of the Reports of Iowa’s Adjutant-general 
for the year 1860 and 1861; and our collection, 
referred to at the head of this notice, begins with 
the Report for 1862. 

That Report was a special one, prepared under 
a special Resolution of the Legislature ; and it 
evidently embraces a summary of those which 
preceded it, as far as the War was concerned. A 
statement of the enlistments in each of the for- 
ty-one Regiments of Infantry, six of Cavalry, 
and minor organizations, Company by Company, 
opens the narrative ; and this is followed by one 
relative to the movement of troops from the 
State to the field, during the year 1862, and by 


.references to the schedules attached to the Report, 


The Quartermaster-general’s Report follows, with 
a statement of the arms which had been received 
from the United States and how they were dis- 
posed of; one of the arms in possession of the 
State ; one of clothing on hand; and one of the 
monies received and paid out. The Paymaster’s 
Report describes the very important operations 
of that very important officer, during the year. 


| The Appendiz to this Report is a pattern of order 


and intelligence; and it reflects honor on the 


°° | , irected it 
stupidity of some underling should have imposed | ee ee ee cree eae te 


ration and on the ability of those whom he em- 
ployed to do the work. Had the same good 
sense prevailed in all other States, the blessings of 
every student of American history, the wide 
world over, would have followed the official an- 
nalists of the War, throughout all time. But it 
did not. The Roster of the Governor and his 
staff opens the series, in which the age, residence, 
birth-place, rank, date of commission, and re- 
marks are included. Rosters of each Regiment 
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follow, in order, in which are the name of every 
man, officer and private, with his age, residence, 
nativity, rank, date of going into quarters, date 
of muster into the Federal service, and yearly 
record; and similar Rosters follow, of the 
‘*Northern Border Brigade,” and the ‘‘ Southern 
‘*Border Brigade.” Appendix D. embraces the 
President’s Proclamations and those of the Gov- 
ernor, Orders of the Secretary of War, etc.; Ap- 
pendix E. has extracts from General Orders of 
the War Department; Appendix F. has similar 
extracts from the General Orders of the State 
authorities; Appendix G. the Orders relative to 
promotions; Appendix H. has Reports of some 
of the Battles, Skirmishes, etc. in which Iowa 
troops were engage’; Appendix I. Reports of 
movements for the protection of the frontiers 
from the depredations of the Indians; Appen- 
dix K. Reports of movements on the Southern 
border; and Appendix L. astatement of expend- 
itures on account of ‘the troops, by the State. A 
good Index closes the work. 

The Report for 1863 continues the record which 
was commenced in the preceding yearly Report, 
with very little variation of order ; Appendices 
A—E consisting of Rosters, as complete as those 
before noticed, of the Governor and his Staff ; of 
the field and line officers on duty, January 1, 
1864 ; of Regiments raised in 1863, of recruits 
sent to the older Regiments of the Iowa line, and 
of other enlistments during the year; Appendix 
F. embraces Reports of Batthes and Histories of 
Regiments ; Appendices G. and H. relate to the 
operations on the borders of the State; Appendix 
1. relates to disturbances in Keokuk-county; Ap- 
pendix K. includes Proclamations and General 
Orders, both Federal and State; Appendix L. a 
list of Aliens claiming exemption from drafts ; 
Appendix M. relates to the Draft ; and Appendix 
N. contains the Report of Doctor Maxwell, who 
had made an official visit to the Iowa Regiments, 
in Mississippi and Louisiana, 

The Report for 1864 is exceedingly minute, 
following the same general plan which had been 
employed in previaus Reports—the Reports of 
Battles and Iistories of Regiments being exceed- 
ingly complete and valuable ;—and that for 1865, 
although less bulky, is similarly arranged, and 
viry little, if any, less important, as material for 
history. 

The elaborate Report for 1866 contains ex- 
tended lists of casualties to the Iowa troops, man 
by msn, throughout the War, together with ex- 
tended Reports of Battles and regimental Histo- 
ries, and a continuation of the Reports, which 
had preceeded it, of Proclamations, General Or- 
ders, etc. 

The Report for 1867 is brief, and contains little 
of general interest. 

As a whole, Iowa has reason to be proud, both 














of the services which she has rendered to the 
Union and of the manner in which those services 
have been recorded. In every respect, both in 
the material and in its arrangement, these Reports 
are entitled to a prominent place in the first rank 
of such papers; and General Baker has earned 
for himself, in their preparation, a well-deserved 
honor, which historical writers will always gladly 
recognize. 





15 —Annual Report of the Adjutant General, to the Leg 
islature of Minnesota, Session of 1862. Printed by Au- 
thority. int Paul: William 'R. Marshall, State Printer. 
1862. Octavo, pp. 300. 


Annual Report of the Adjutant General to the Governor 
of Minnesota, 1863. Printed by Authority. Saint Paul: 
Wm. R. Marshall, State Printer. 1863. Octavo, pp. 892. 


Annual Report of the mpeg General to the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota, Session of 1864. Printed by Authority. 
Saint Paul: Frederick Driscoll, State Printer. 1868. Oc- 
tavo, pp. 211. 


. * . . . - * - 


Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the State of 
Minnesota, for the year ending December 1, 1866, and of 
the Military Forces of the State from 1861 to 1866. St. 
Paul: Pioneer Printing Co. 1866. Octavo, pp. 805. 


Annual Report of the Adjutant General, to the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota. Session of 1868. Printed by Authority. 
St. Paul: Press Printing Company. 1868. Octavo, pp. 8. 


osseue simagaeneanan’ . Session of 1869. Printed by An- 
thority. Saint Paul: Press Printing Company. 1869, Oc- 
tavo, pp. 20 and a folded sheet. 

We have not yet found the Report of the Ad- 
jutant-general of Minnesota, for 1860; and our 
collection and notice of the series necessarily be- 
gin with that for 1861. 

The Report for 1861—presented to the Legis- 
lature in 1862, and the first-named at the head of 
this notice—embraces the operationsof that young 
State, from the twenty-fourth of April, 1861, 
until the fifth of December of the same year. 

While preparing this Report, the Adjutant- 
general appeared to have been seriously afflicted 
with a great desire to display his abilities, as he 
understood them, as a constitutional lawyer ; and 
it seems, also, to have been of the first import- 
ance, in his opinion, to promulgate, in this docu- 
ment, his conclusions of the powers and duties 
of the Congress of the United States over the 
Militia of the individual States; while he ap- 
pears to have forgutten that graver subjects then 
demanded his attention and should have secured 
the earliest services of his head and his pen. 
What was ‘‘ granted” to the Congress and what 
was not, mattered little while a large portion of 
the Union was then in insurrection and needed 
every energy of every man, especially of every 
public officer, to oppose the disaffection; and 
whether or not the local organization of the Mil- 
itia was as important, relatively, as he seemed to 
suppose, it required we submit, very little time 
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and attention for the determination of its status, 
much less, indeed, than were here devoted to it. 

As a kind of Supplement to Schedule E. ap- 
pended to his Report,—which Schedule is de- 
voted toa Report of the issue of arms to the 
troops—and in no other portion of the document, 
as far as we have seen it, the Adjutant-general was 
pleased to thrust in all Ae had to say about the 
organization of the State troops for service in the 
field ; and we seriously doubt if this was not an 
afterthought which burst in} uninvited, after he 
had printed Schedules A—D, in which he had ex- 
hausted his pet subjects. Schedule F. shows the 
list of casualties which the First Minnesota Regi- 
ment sustained at Bull-ran, Company by Compa- 
ny. Schedule G. embraces Rosters of the Officers 
of the First Regiment,—the privates were not 
included because of known errors in the rolls 
on file—of the Companies of Sharp-shooters and 
Artillery, the first three Companies of the First 
Regiment of Light Cavalry, the Second, Third, 
and Fourth Regiments of Volunteers, and two 


or three minor organizations. Schedles H-Kre- , 


late to the purchase and distribution «of stores and 
clothing. An Appendiaz follows the Schedules, 
in which are found the Governor's General Or- 
ders, Nos. 1-28; various Circulars issued by the 
State authorities ; the Report of the Culonel of the 
First Minnesota Regiment on the Battle of Bull- 
run, and a Supplement thereto; Gencral Frank- 
lin's Report on the same Battle ; two Reports on 
the action at Edwards’s-ferry; and, having come 
in while the Report was passing through the 
press, a Roster, complete, of the First Regiment 
of Volunteers. 

The Report for 1862, presented ‘‘tothe Govern- 
‘* or, 1843,” is much better made up than that for 
1861, although it is not, by any means, very com- 
plete in its presentation of details. It is followed, 
however, by a very elaborate narrative of the 
Sioux War of 1862; and that is followed by 
Schedules, elaborately naming the receipts and 
disposition of arms and stores, the number of 
troops raised under the several calls, etc.; and an 
Appendiz contains very complet copies of Mus- 
ter-rolis of all the Regiments organized during the 
year; Rosters of all the Officers, from Minnesota, 
who were then in the Federal service; all Gen- 
eral Orders, etc., issued during the year; Re- 
turns of troops serving against the Indians, and of 
all deceased Volunteers ; a Roster of all Officers 
in the Indian War; a list of sufferers who fled 
for safety from the Indians, to Fort Ridgeway ; 
etc. 

The Report for 1863 is superior, in the arrange- 
ment of its material, to those which preceded it. 
Appended to it are a Roster of the Officers of 
the local Military force of the State ; an official 
Register of the Officers of ‘‘ the Volunteer Army” 
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of the State, in the Federal service ; lists of cas- 
ualties among the Officers; General and Special 
Orders issued during 1868; Reports from the 
Minnesota Regiments in the field ; etc. 

The Reports for 1864 and 1865 have escaped 
us, thus far; and we have not found copies in 
any other library, public or private, in this vi- 
cinity. 

The Report for 1866 is not very full; but its 
Appendix is very minute, embracing ‘‘ Final 
‘* Records” of the Officers and Privates of each 
Regiment of Minnesota Volunteers, in which are 
the rank, name, age, birth-place, dates of Com- 
mission and Muaster-in, residence, and official 
record, of every Officer and Private, belonging to 
that State, throughout the War. 

The Reports for 1867 and 1868 are unimpor- 
tant. 


[Having thus brought down the descriptive-list 
of our own Collection of Official Reports, through 
the Middle and North-western States, we leave, 
until a more convenient opportunity, the descrip- 


| tion of that portion of the Collection which relates 


to the 
States. 

(3 We shall be grateful to any one who can 
make still more complete, no matter how little, 
any of the series of Documents which we have 
herein referred to.| 


Western, Southern, and South-western 


X.—MISCELLANY. 


Tue BoarpMans, In AMERICA.—Our friend, 
SamvuEL L. BoaRDMAN, the excellent Editor of 
The Maine Farmer, is busy on ‘‘ a record of the 
‘*deseendants of William Boardman, eldest son 
‘*of Stephen Boardman (born 1718) who came 
‘*from New Ipswich, Mass;” and he wants the 
friendly co-operation of the Boardmans through- 
out the country. 

Send information to him concerning your fam- 
ilies: send portraits, and autographs, and views 
of houses, etc., and the cost of engraving them: 
send your orders for the finished volume. Do 
so, willingly, liberally, promptly. Do so, Now. 


Tue Post-orricE AUTHORITIES construe the law 
for transmitting book-manuscripts as not appli- 
cable to MSS. for periodical publications, thus 


defeating the main purpose of the act. The 
astute official who so understands matters ought 
to be promoted to the department in Barrataria, 
and his place filled by some one intelligent 
enough for the position.—J. W. T. 
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